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"God hath work to do in this world; and to
desert it because of its difficulties and
entangl enents, is to cast off His authority. It
is not enough that we be just, that we be
righteous, and walk with God in holiness; but we
must al so serve our generation, as David did
before he fell asleep. God hath a work to do;
and not to help Hmis to oppose Hm"

John Owen, 1X 171
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INTRODUCTION

he Soldier’s Catechism energed during the
@ English Civil Wars as part of the “New

Model Arnmy~, the nost fanopus of the

Parlianentarian Armies. In addition to
being an Arny of expertly trained soldiers |ed
by trained nmilitary commanders, the soldiers of
the Cromwel lian Arny retained the reputation of
one of the nost virtuous Arm es ever to take the
field of battle due largely to their Puritan
religious zeal. The New Moddel Arny was stood up
on February 15, 1645 fromthe existing
“Roundhead” forces. Oliver Cromwell removed the
exi sting | eadership when he passed a “self-
denyi ng ordi nance” and replaced it with trained
| eaders. The tactics of the New Model Armnmy were
based on fast hit-and-run attacks agai nst the
flanks of the eneny, a revolutionary evol ution
in strategy for its tinme. The Arnmy was i ncl uded
22,000 soldiers, including 11 regi nents of
cavalry (6600 nmen), 12 reginents of infantry
(14400 men), and 1 regi nent of 1000 dragoons.
Li ke our Arny today, pronotions were based on
proficiency rather than social standing or
wealth. The New Model Army’s Vvictories reflected
their virtue. Often against great odds, their
commtnent to their cause, and their courage,
steadi ed by their unwavering faith in God, drove
themon to victory. After the end of the civil
war, they fought in Scotland, Ireland, Flanders
and Spain. After the canpaigns in Ireland in the
1640's sonme of themretired to settle in what is
now cal |l ed Northern Irel and.

This present catechismrepresents the first
Serious attempt to bring the Soldier’s Catechism
current and apply it to the conflicts and Armies
of the 21°' Century. The questions have been
nodi fied only where necessary to make them
relevant to nodern tines rather than to the
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English Cvil War, i.e., references to
Parliament and King have been repl aced.

The Soldier’s Pocket Bible and The Second
Chapter of The WCF covering the Trinity has been
added as a resource in the appendi x. The Pocket
Bible originated in the same historical period
as the Catechism only the biblical texts have
been updated to the English Standard Version
(ESV). This Pocket Bible was intended to provide
a soldier with a conveniently sized bible for
ref erence and encouragenent in the unique
context of war. (A second edition was eventually
publ i shed titled “The Soldier’s Penny Bible.”)

Wher ever possible | have sought to retain the
sense of antiquity in the |anguage when it did
not detract fromthe nodern interpretation.
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THE SOLDIERS CATECHISM

Conposed for those serving in or allied to
The United States Armed Forces

Consisting of two Parts: \Werein are
chiefly taught,

1. The Justification of our Soldiers
2. The Qualification of our Soldiers

Witten for the Encouragenment, and
Instruction of all that have taken up Arns
in this Cause of God and Hi s Peopl €;
especially the common Sol di ers.

By M chael E. Cannon, Jr.

First Edition

2 Sanuel 10:12 “Be of good courage, and |et
us be courageous for our people, and for
the cities of our God, and nay the LorD do
what seems good to him.”

Deut eronony 23:9 “When you are encamped
agai nst your enem es, then you shall keep
yourself fromevery evil thing.”

To all the valiant and faithful Soldiers
that have engaged thenselves in the Service
of the United States and her allies for the

gl ory of God, and advancenent of |iberty

ever ywher e.
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“His divine power has granted to us all things that
pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge
of him who called us to his own glory and
excellence, *by which he has granted fo us his
precious and very great promises, so that through
them you may become partakers of the divine
nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in
the world because of sinful desire. °For this very
reason, make every effort to supplement your faith
with virtue, and virfue with knowledge, ®and
knowledge with self-control, and self-control with
steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, "and
godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly
affection with love. 8For if these qualities are yours
and are increasing, they keep you from being
ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ. ?For whoever lacks these qualities
is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten
that he was cleansed from his former sins.
I0Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent fo
make your calling and election sure, for if you
practice these qualities you will never fall. "'For in
this way there will be richly provided for you an
entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and

Savior Jesus Christ.”
2 Peter 1:3-11
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Question: What Profession are you of ?
Answer: | ama Christian and a Sol di er
Christian Sol diers fight against the Flesh,
the World, and the Devil; and since | cal
nysel f Christian, | fight against ny own
unhol y desires.

James 4.1, “What causes quarrels and what
causes fights anpbng you? Is it not this,
that your passions are at war within you?”

THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON

“I had rather have a plai n russet-coated

captai n that knows what he fights for, and

| oves what he knows, than that which you

call a gentleman and is nothing else.”

Letter fromCromwell to Sir WIIliam Spring,
Sept. 1643

“God has brought us where we are, to
consi der the work we may do in the world,
as well as at home.”
Aiver Cromrell to the Arny Council, 1654

“I am a soldier, I fight where I am told
and I win where I fight.”
General George S. Patton

"For peace is not mere absence of war, but
is avirtue that springs from a state of
m nd, a disposition for benevol ence,
confidence, and justice"

Baruch Spi noza



A CHRISTIAN SOLDIER’S CATECHISM

“Temperance is simply a disposition of the
mind which binds the passion.”
Thomas Aqui nas

“From the time I was twelve years old until
| retired last year at the age of fifty-
seven, the Army was ny life. | |oved
conmandi ng sol di ers and bei ng around peopl e
who had nade a serious commitnent to serve
their country.”

Nor man Schwar zkoph

REFLECTI ON: TEMPERANCE
Tenperance is a virtue of independence. It
is the power of our rational nmnd to
overcone our irrational (natural or
enotional) inpulses. A tenperate nan is
concerned with quality instead of quantity
for the sake of quantity. An intenperate
man becones so focused on acquisition and

i ndul gence that the pleasure he once
derived fromthe object of his desire no

| onger gives himpleasure in the way it
once did. Food, sex, snoking, or any other
pursuit beconmes the master, and the nman
becones the slave. Mderation in all things
is better than | osing ourselves to pursue
all things.
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STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON: PHI LI PPI ANS 1: 20- 21
“.as it is my eager expectation and hope
that | will not be at all ashaned, but that
with full courage now as al ways Christ will
be honored in ny body, whether by life or

by death. For to me to live is Christ, and
to die is gain.”

In the passage from Philippians 1, Paul has
determned that his life is comitted to
glorifying God. He has a purpose and is so
focused on it that even in death, he sees
it as the culmnation of his service to
God.

Many Christians have separated not only
church and state but life and faith. Like
two tracks for a train running side by
side, they seemto never cross. For Paul,
life and faith had nmerged i nto one purpose,
a nonorail systemof life. Even in death,
he was confident that he served the
purposes of his faith which was to progress
t he Gospel of Christ.

Christian soldiers are not Christians and
sol diers, they are one whole person that is
all Christian and all soldier. Therefore,
everything a soldier is and does nust be
consistent with everything a Christian is
call ed upon to do and hel d accountable for
bef ore God. There cannot be a dual life in
one person but a single-m ndedness serving
one God.

70
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DOCTRI NE:  Fromthe Hei del berg Catechi sm
(1563)

Q 32, Wy are you called a Christian?
Because | am a nenmber of Christ by faith,
and thus am partaker of Hi s anointing; that
so | may confess Hi s nanme, and present
nyself a living sacrifice of thankful ness
to Hm and also that with a free and good
conscience | may fight against sin and
Satan in this life, and afterwards reign
with Hmeternally, over all creatures.
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[2]

Question: Is it lawful for Christians to be

sol di ers?

Answer: Yes, wthout a doubt: we have

enough evidence to believe it.

1. God calls Hinself a Man of War and the
Lord of Hosts.

2. Exodus 15:3, The Lord is a man of war;
the Lord is his nane.

3. Abraham had a reginent of 318 trained
nmen.
Genesis 14:14, “Wien Abram heard that
his kinsman had been taken captive, he
led forth his trained men, born in his
house, 318 of them and went in pursuit
as far as Dan.”

4. David was enployed in fighting the
Lord’s Battles.

5. God taught David to fight

6. Davi d trusted God’s providence in war.
1 Samuel 17:45, 46, “Then David said to
the Philistine, ‘You come to me with a
sword and with a spear and with a jave-
lin, but | cone to you in the nane of
the Lord of hosts, the God of the ar-
mes of Israel, whom you have defied.
This day the Lord will deliver you into
my hand..””

7. The noble gift of valor is given for
this purpose.

8. The New Testanent nentions two fanous
Cent urions.

72
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9. John the Baptist did not require Sol -
diers to leave their professions, Luke
3: 14

10. Many conparisons are taken from this
Calling in the New Testanent
A. Philippians 2:25 “I have thought it
necessary to send to you Epaphroditus
my brother and fellow worker and fell ow
sol dier, and your nessenger and minis-
ter to my need”
B. 2 Tinothy 2:3-4, “Share in suffering
as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No
sol dier gets entangled in civilian pur-
suits, since his aimis to please the
one who enlisted him.”

11. There have been many fanmous Martyrs of
t hi s Prof ession.

THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON

“The only thing necessary for the triunph

of evil is for good nen to do nothing.”
Ednmund Bur ke

"The hottest places in Hell are reserved
for those who in tine of great noral crises
maintain their neutrality."
Inscription at the Entrance to Hell
From The | nferno

"I'n the sphere of religion, as in other
spheres, the things about which nen are
agreed are apt to be the things that are
| east worth holding; the really inportant
things are the things about which men wll
fight."

J. Gresham Machen

4~
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CHRI STI AN M LI TARY LEADERSHI P:

“Whil e Germany struggled under the politi-
cal and religious consequences of [Martin]
Luther's reform novenent, the novenment it-
self quickly spilled out of the German bor-
ders into neighboring Switzerland. At the
time, Switzerland was not so nuch a single
country as a confederacy of thirteen city-
states called cantons. \Wen Luther's ideas
began to pour over the border, several of
the cantons broke from the Catholic church
in Rone and became Protestant while other
cantons remained firmy Catholic. O the
cantons that adopted Luther's new novenent,
the nobst inportant and powerful was the
city-state of Zurich under the |eadership
of Urich Zwingli (1484-1531).

Zwi ngli brought to Luther's revolution
an education steeped in northern Humani sm
particularly that of Erasnus. He was nobnu-
nmental ly popular in Zurich for his opposi-
tion to Swiss nercenary service in foreign
wars and his attacks on indul gences; he
was, in fact, as significant a player in
the critique of indulgences as Luther him
sel f.

Zwingli rose through the ranks of the
Catholic church wuntil he was appointed
"People's Priest" in 1519, the npst power-

ful ecclesiastical position in the city.
However, by 1519 he had bought fully into
Luther's reform program and began to stead-
ily shift the city over to the practices of
the new Protest church. In 1523, the city
officially adopted Zwingli's central eccle-
siastical reforms and becane the first
Protestant state outside of Gernmany. From
there the Protestant revolution would sweep
across the map of Switzerland. 7!

/4



A CHRISTIAN SOLDIER’S CATECHISM

“Zwingli himself died on the battle-
field, in the prine of manhood, aged forty-
seven years, nine nonths, and el even days,
and with him his brother-in-law, his step-
son, his son-in-law, and his best friends.
He nmade no use of his weapons, but con-
tented hinself with cheering the soldiers
‘Brave nen,’ he said (according to Bullin-
ger), ‘fear not! Though we must suffer, our
cause is good. Commend your souls to God:
he can take care of us and ours. His wll
be done. "

“Soon after the battle had begun, he
stooped down to console a dying soldier,
when a stone was hurl ed against his head by
one of the Waldstatters and prostrated him
to the ground. Rising again, he received
several other blows, and a thrust from a
| ance. Once nore he uplifted his head, and,
looking at the blood trickling from his
wounds, he exclaimed: What nmatters this
m sfortune? They may kill the body, but
they cannot kill the soul." These were his
last words.”?

REFLECTI ON RESOLUTI ON
A resolute man is one that is decided on

his purpose. He is fixed in his

det erm nati on; hence, bold; firm and

st eady.

He has concl uded his debate on a nmatter and
focused hinself on the task at hand. He has
conmtted his resources to acconplish the

m ssi on.

7 4
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STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON: 2 TI MOTHY 2:3-4
“Share in suffering as a good soldier of
Christ Jesus. No soldier gets entangled in
civilian pursuits, since his aim is to
please the one who enlisted him.”

In 2 Tinmothy 2, Paul encouraged Tinothy to
accept the hardship that comes from serving
Christ in this world. It is easy to note
the suffering of those who are in service
to Christ and becone discouraged. The natu-
ral human tendency is to seek ease and
prosperity in the present rather than serve
to receive our reward in the eternal fu-
ture. Paul wants Tinothy to keep his cour-
age and not shrink back when he hears of
Paul’s misfortune. His guidance is thus,
don’t get so caught up in your worldly af-
fairs or vocations that you cannot serve
Christ. Paul doesn’t demand that we have no
way to make a living. He sinply encourages
us to keep the things that are passing away
in perspective and not let them overwhelm
us and consune all our energy and attention
to the exclusion of serving Christ. Like
soldiers on the battlefield, we nmust engage
the purposes of Christ as our first aim
Everything else in life is secondary to
t hat .

DOCTRI NE: SECOND HELVETI C CONFESSI ON XXX. 4
And if it be necessary to preserve the
safety of the people by war, let himdo it
in the name of God; provided he have first
sought peace by all neans possible, and can
save his subjects in no way but by war. And
whil e the magi strate does these things in
faith, he serves God with those works which

76
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are good, and shall receive a blessing from
the Lord.

7
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Questions: Wat does our Savior nmean then
by those words in Matthew 5:39? “But | say
to you, do not resist the one who is evil.
But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek,
turn to him the other also.”

Answer : There Christ does not only forbid
private revenge and resistance, but also
public wars for private ends. Scripture is
the best interpreter of Scripture; and we
cannot find one place of Scripture that
warrants raising up an Arny in civil
di sobedi ence.

THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON
“Forgiveness 1is the key to action and

freedom.”
Arendt Hannah

“Those who forgive most shall be most
forgiven.”
Festus Bail ey

“God exanmines both rich and poor, not

according to their lands and houses, but

according to the riches of their hearts.”
Augusti ne of Hi ppo

“There is no justice among men.”

Czar Nicholas |1

/8
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“Justice and power must be brought
together, so that whatever is just may be
powerful, and whatever is powerful may be
just.”

Bl ai se Pascal

“He that cannot forgive others Dbreaks the
bri dge over which he must pass hinmself; for

every man has need to be forgiven.”
Lord Herbert

"Doing an injury puts you bel ow your eneny;
Revengi ng one makes you but even with him
Forgiving it sets you above him"
Benj am n Franklin,
POOR RI CHARD S ALMANAC

“When I say | love Eastland, it sounds
preposterous  -- a nmn who brutalizes
people. But you love himor you wouldn't be
here. You're going to Mssissippi to create
social change -- and you love Eastland in
your desire to create conditions which wll
redeem his children. Loving your eneny is
mani fest in putting your arnms not around
the man but around the social situation, to
take power from those who msuse it -- at
which point they can become human too.”
Bayard Rustin

“Little men cannot forgive.”
Unknown

79
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REFLECTI ON PEACEFULNESS

For a sol dier, peaceable doesn’t mean that
there is al ways peace. A peaceable nman is
one who does not seek trouble. A man who
has a quiet and gentle spirit that respects
others and hinmself. A man that trusts God
to care for the matters related to justice
and feels no conpul sion to vindicate
hinsel f in a sudden act of rage or revenge.
But like a trained fal con, a peaceabl e nman
is capable of action when it is necessary.
The difference between a peaceabl e nan and
a man of violence is the cause for which
either one will strike another.

STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON: MATTHEW 5: 39
Matthew 5:39, "But | say to you, Do not
resist the one who is evil. But if anyone

slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him
the other also.”

In Matthew 5:39, “Do not resist” is often
used in the context of litigation. It neans
that we are not to retaliate against an
i ndi vidual because of the evil act they do
against us. Matthew 5 does not teach that
we should not take action against the
principle of evil in the world. Rather than
a passive acceptance of evil and injustice
Jesus is teaching us not to insist on our
personal rights but to surrender judgnent
and justice to God as He judges the hearts
of men from the heavenly courts. That neans
this verse speak directly to persona
application and principally to national and
political interpretation
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DOCTRI NE: WCF XXX 1.1
God hath appointed a day, wherein he will
judge the world, in righteousness, by Jesus
Christ, to whom all power and judgnent is
given of the Father. In which day, not only
the apostate angels shall be judged, but
likewise all persons that have |ived upon
earth shall appear before the tribunal of
Chri st, to give an account of their
t houghts, words, and deeds; and to receive
according to what they have done in the
body, whether good or evil.
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Question: Wat side are you on? And for
whom do you fight?

Answer: | am for the United States of
America, or in plainer terms;

1.

| am a Warrior and a nenber of a

team | serve the people of the
United States and live the Arny
Val ues. 3

I am a guardian of freedom and the
Anerican way of life.*?

I fight to wuphold the Laws and
Liberties of my Country, which are
al ways in danger to be overthrown by
those who oppose Freedom in every

age.
| fight for the preservation of our
Gover nrrent in which (under God)

consists the glory and welfare of the
United States; if this foundation is
overt hrown, we shall soon be the nost
sl avish Nation in the world.

I fight in t he def ense and
mai nt enance of true faith, which is
now violently opposed, and wll be

utterly suppressed in this world if
we are not victorious against the
| egions that have raised up against
our true religion.
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THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON:
“This nation will remnin the land of the
free only so long as it is the hone of the
brave. ”

El ner Davis

“Ch, how strenuous is life!l | knowa little
of it. Men ‘ought always to pray, and not
to faint.’” How fierce the battle! | know
sonething of the conflict, but | ought not

to faint, because | can pray.”
G Canpbel | ©Mbdrgan

“. .. human will-power alone is not enough.
WIl-power is excellent and we should
al ways be using it; but it is not enough. A
desire to live a good life is not enough.
Ooviously we should all have that desire,
but it will not guarantee success. So |et
nme put it thus: Hold on to your principles
of nmorality and ethics, use your will power
to the limt, pay great heed to every
noble, uplifting desire that is in you; but
realize that these things alone are not
enough, that they will never bring you to
the desired place. W have to realize that
all our best is totally inadequate, that a
spiritual battle nust be fought iin a
spiritual manner.”

Martin LI oyd-Jones

“We are an Army at war, and we expect to
remain at war for a prolonged period. We’1ll
be an Arny at war until the job is done and
every last one of them who threatened this
great nation of ours are put in their
place.”

Gen. Kevin P. Byrnes
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REFLECTI ON FI DELI TY
In all the nmany virtues a man can poSsess,
there are sone that energe as essential for
the others to have neaning. Fidelity (or
faithfulness) is one virtue that provides
direction for all the others. Fidelity is
associated first wth our nenory. For
exanpl e, i £ we don’ t remember the
principles that nade our nation great or
our own respect for the dignity of man
(ontol ogical worth), then we wll have
little use for the virtue of courage to
defend those principles or the virtue of
integrity to speak about those things we
ought to renenber and respect. Wen a nan
decides to be virtuous, he nust learn to
renmenmber. Virtue then begins in the mnd
and noves to the heart and hands. Perhaps
an individual nust first learn what is
worthy of remenbering! In every case, we
must have a history that gives us direction
if we are to have a future

STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON: VARI QUS
Psal m 37: 14-15, “The wicked draw the sword
and bend their bows to bring down the poor
and needy, to slay those whose way is
upright; their sword shall enter their own
heart, and their bows shall be broken.”

Deut eronony 1:30, "“The LORD your God who
goes before you will Hinself fight for you
just as he did for you in Egypt before your
eyes”
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| saiah 50:8, “He who vindicates ne is near.
VWio will contend with nme? Let us stand up
t oget her.

Wo is ny adversary? Let him cone near to
rrE. 7”7

Joshua 10: 25, “And Joshua said to them, “Do
not be afraid or disnmayed; be strong and
courageous. For thus the Loro will do to all
your enemies against whom you fight.”

1 Sanuel 18:17, ™Only be valiant for ne and
fight the LORD's battles.”

Joshua 24:14-15, “Now therefore fear the
Lord and serve him in sincerity and in
fai thful ness. Put away the gods that your
fathers served beyond the River and in
Egypt, and serve the Lord. And if it is
evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose
this day whom you wll serve, whether the
gods your fathers served in the region
beyond the river, or the gods of the

Anmorites in whose land you dwell. But as
for me and my house, we wll serve the
Lord.”

Being Christian is always a deliberate act.
The category of “cultural Christian” is one
nmade and enbraced by people unwilling to
submi t t henmsel ves to t he cal | of
di scipleship. There is no allowance nmade
for that sort of faith and life in the
scriptures. Wile the call of Christ to
follow after Hmand adhere to H's teaching
is clear, the siren call of the world is
overwhel ming and alluring. Appeals to the
carnal nature can be so conpelling that the
nost disciplined disciple mnmight falter
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wi thout the preserving power of the Holy
Spirit. In nany cases, accombdation and

tol erati on have subsumed all other virtues,
including fidelity. The world lures the
Christian into a quiet conplacency that
| acks a sense of stewardship to the call of
Christ. Joshua 24 mekes it clear that there
is no conprom se allowed for the godly man
or woman. Jesus reiterates his demand for
fidelity in the book of Revelations when He
promises to “spit out” the luke warm.
Fai t hful ness and commitment, even if it is
to the flesh, is preferred to conpronise,
hypocri sy, and indifference. How can we be
indifferent to the cause of Christ, to the
seriousness of our call, to the conming of
the Kingdom of God and the life that is
eternal? It is rightly said that the
opposite of | ove is not hat e but
indifference. Better to be for or against
sonething than to sinply not care. Choose
this day where you stand and whom you
serve.

DOCTRI NE: HElI DELBERG CATECH SM
Q 127 , “And lead us not 1into temptation,
but deliver us from evil”, that is, since
we are so weak in ourselves that we cannot
stand a nonent; and besides this, since our
mortal enemes, the devil, the world, and
our own flesh, cease not to assault us, do
Thou therefore preserve and strengthen us
by the power of Thy holy spirit, that we
may not be overcone in this spiritual
war fare, but constantly and strenuously nay
resist our foes till at last we obtain a
conpl ete victory.
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[5]

Question: Isn’t your struggle for freedom a
struggle against all power and authority
that m ght be over you?

Answer: No not at all, yet many in this
world do abuse authority and power to take
freedom and Iliberty away from nen rather
than preserve and protect it. Qur only
obj ect is:

1. To rescue our Nation fromthe dangers
that surround it in order to maintain
that liberty that God has granted us.

2. Wien power and authority are used to
take life and subjugate a free people
to the rule of a despot then our
struggl e wil | be agai nst t hat
particul ar power and authority.

3. W strive to defend that which we
have promi sed to defend, by our oath
and the trust given to us by the
Aneri can peopl e.

4. W take up Arnms against the enemes
of faith who nake war agai nst people
in order to subvert religion and
freedom of consci ence.

5. If the leadership of our nation Is
willing to take a stand for the sake
of Liberty and the Anerican people,
then certainly both we and all good
citizens may lawfully stand in the
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defense of both, as the people did
agai nst King Saul, in 1 Sanuel 14:45.

6. We are called upon to do no nore than
our forefathers when they canme into
this great land with a godly vision
and fought for their freedom and
liberty to establish Anerica as a
beacon of hope drawing all nen who
desire liberty to her shores. Their
sel fless service and cour age
liberated a people. They remain
justified in what they did to all
posterity by our faithful stewardship
of the freedons handed down to us.

7. W will not waste the blood of our
fathers by shi rki ng the
responsibilities placed upon us by
the evils of our day but we wll
honor their sacrifice by securing the
freedons that their blood purchased
for us.

THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON

“The love of liberty is the love of others,
the love of power is the love of
our selves.”

WIlliamHazlitt, 1778-1830

“The power that is supported by force alone
will have cause often to tremble.”
Laj os Kossuth
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“The greatest virtues are those which are
most useful to other persons.”

Aristotle

”"Only those who have learned the power of
sincere and sel fl ess contribution
experi ence life's deepest j oy: true
fulfillment..”

Ant hony Robbi ns

"He is no fool who gives that which he
cannot keep to gain what he cannot | ose.”
JimElliot

REFLECTI ON: SELFLESS SERVI CE
Selfless service is essentially show ng
unsel fi sh concern for the welfare of others
by providing assistance or help. It goes
much deeper than sinply being helpful in
the utilitarian sense. Paid servants can be
hel pful . The person who cultivates selfless
service as an aspect of their character
will also exhibit hunmlity and a unique
ability to enpathize with others. They will
cultivate a vision to see others wth
conpassion rather than conpetition. They
will seek opportunities to help wthout
recognition rather than responding out of
necessity and expecting praise. A person
with a character willing to be selfless in
their service to others or in support of
ideals receives their sati sfaction by
knowi ng God knows their hearts as He knows
the hearts of all nmen and that nothing
escapes his notice. Utimtely, selfless
service is following the exanple of our
Lord who was msunderstood even as He
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offered the nost definitive exanple of
sel fl ess service for us to foll ow

STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON: ROVANS 13:1-5
“Let every person be subject to the
governing authorities. For there is no
authority except from God, and those that
exi st have been instituted by CGod.
Theref ore whoever resists the authorities
resists what God has appointed, and those
who resist will incur judgnent. For rulers
are not a terror to good conduct, but to
bad. Wuld you have no fear of the one who
is in authority? Then do what is good, and
you will receive his approval, for he is
CGod's servant for your good. But if you do
wong, be afraid, for he does not bear the
sword in vain. For he is the servant of
CGod, an avenger who carries out God's wath
on the wongdoer. Therefore one nmust be in
subjection, not only to avoid God's wath
but also for the sake of conscience.”

While the ultimte authority in all things
rests with God alone, he uses neans on
earth to accomplish H's ends. Like a
mechanic that uses a tool or an instructor
that uses speech, so God chooses to use
means to His ends. God created nman as a

soci al and interactive creature.
Consequently, men have always come together
in communities and live together in

agreement with Jlaws and certain social
virtues in an environment of nutual trust.
Those |aws have consistently been based
upon the Wrd of God. When a person or a

fO




A CHRISTIAN SOLDIER’S CATECHISM

group determines to violate those laws to
seek their own advantage at the expense of
others, it becones a corruption to the
entire or gani zati on. CGod has or der ed
society so that man would be free to live
cooperatively and be able to follow the
path God has laid before him Wen others
seek to steal that liberty to obey God away
from some men, governments are conmi ssioned
to intervene. These governnents that stand
for truth and liberty operate as agents of
CGod for the good of mankind. Al nmen in al
pl aces are commanded to recognize God’s
conmi ssi on of t hose gover nment s who
willingly serve the cause of God in the
persecution of evil.

DOCTRI NE: WCF XXI11.1
God, the suprene Lord and King of all the
world, hath ordained civil nmagistrates, to
be, under Hm over the people, for H's own
glory, and the public good; and, to this
end, hath armed them with the power of the
sword, for the defense and encouragenent of
them that are good, and for the puni shnent
of evil doers.

f/
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[6]

Questi on: Hasn’t the Constitution
guaranteed the naintenance of our |aws,
liberties, and religious freedons? Wy then
do we fear the subversion of then®
Answer :
1. Many things have been published for
governments since time nenorial and
many can been seen in historica

archi ves. Those who wrote t he
docunents whether for good or bad
have passed from this life to the

next. Paper alone cannot guarantee
the perpetuation of our Republic,
Freedom or an Orderly Society.

2. Though our elected representatives
nean well and intend to do good,
t here are t hose t hat fail to
understand how precious and fragile
the Liberty of nman can be and
unintentionally subvert our freedom
by their lack of prudence.

3. W cannot imagine than any other
nation wll rise to defend the
Li berty of Americans.

4. There are sone secul ar
deconstructionist that wll distort

f2
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justice to change a governnent from
free and representative to oppressive
and aut horitari an.

THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON
“l am an Anerican, fighting in the forces
whi ch guard ny county and our way of life

I am prepared to give ny life in their

def ense. ”
Article | of the US Arned Forces Code of
Conduct

“A man's country is not a certain area of
| and, of nountains, rivers, and woods, but
it is a principle; and patriotism is
| oyalty to that principle.”

George WlliamCurtis

“"A man's country is not a certain area of
l and, of nountains, rivers, and woods, but
it is a principle; and patriotism is
| oyalty to that principle.”

George WlliamCurtis

“War is an ugly thing, but not the ugliest
of things. The decayed and degraded state
of nmoral and patriotic feeling which thinks
that nothing is worth war is nuch worse.
The person who has nothing for which he is
willing to fight, nothing which is nore
i nportant than his own personal safety, is
a mserable creature, and has no chance of
being free unless nmade or kept so by the
exertions of better men than himself.”
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John Stuart M|

"A patriot is necessarily and invariably a
| over of the people. But even this mark may
soneti nes deceive us. The people are a very
het erogeneous and confused mass of the
wealthy and the poor, the wise and the
foolish, the good and the bad. Before we
confer on a man, who caresses the people,
the title of patriot, we nust exanine to
what part of the people he directs his
notice. It is proverbially said, that he
who dissenbles his own character, may be
known by that of his conpanions. If the
candi date of patriotism endeavors to infuse
right opinions into the higher ranks, and,
by their influence, to regulate the |ower;
if he consorts chiefly with the w se, the
tenmperate, the regular, and the virtuous,
his |ove of the people may be rational and
honest. But if his first or principal
application be to the indigent, who are
al ways inflammable; to the weak, who are
naturally suspicious; to the ignorant, who
are easily msled; and to the profligate,
who have no hope but from nmischief and
confusion; let his | ove of the people be no
| onger boasted. No man can reasonably be
thought a lover of his country, for
roasting an ox, or burning a boot, or
attending the neeting at Mle-end, or
registering his name in the |unber troop.
He may, anpbng the drunkards, be a hearty
fellow, and, among sober handicraftsnen, a
free-spoken gentlenman; but he nust have
sone better distinction, before he is a
patriot."

Johnson: The Patri ot
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REFLECTI ON: PATRI OTl SM
Patrioti sm is bot h enpt i onal and
refl ective. It is a conmtnent to a

nati onal vision manifest in a present cause
or undertaking. A love of country is a |ove
of principle, not geography. Wen Anerica
was founded, being patriotic held few
rewards. The penalty for patriotism was

severe unt i | t he concl usi on of t he
Revol ution. Patriots see a cause beyond
t hensel ves t hat is wor t hy of their

devoti on. They have a passion to uphold the
hi gher principles because they see in them
a calling for all nmen to live a better,
nmore virtuous life. They see in the
national ideals a godliness that inspires
themto follow the |eadership’s vision with
an assurance that it is inspired and
bl essed by God. Patriots may be in short
supply but with a clearly articulated
nat i onal Vi si on, a new generation of
patriots nay yet enmerge from the clouds of
confusion into the light of virtue, reason
and faith.

STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON: DEUTERONOMY 16: 18- 20
“You shall appoint judges and officers 1in
all your towns that the LorD your God is
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giving you, according to your tribes, and
they shall judge the people with righteous
judgrment. You shall not pervert justice.
You shall not show partiality, and you
shall not accept a bribe, for a bribe
blinds the eyes of the wi se and subverts
the cause of the righteous. Justice, and
only justice, you shall follow, that you
may live and inherit the land that the LorD
your God is giving you.”

Benjamin Franklin wote, “Let all vyour
things have their places; let each part of
your business have its time.” (Oderliness
may not seem to be an inportant virtue

until you consider the alternative, chaos

Children begin in chaos and nature into
orderliness. In fact, one of the signs of
maturity is the order of life. Adjustnents

to allow for vocation, neeting schedules,
and cooperating with others. For a society
to nmove forward, there nmust be order in al
things. When God created the earth, He
brought order out of chaos. Wen man
sinned, he brought chaos back into the
ordered world he lived in. W are to strive
for well ordered lives and a well ordered
soci ety.

“Just as 1n its religious worship the
Israelites were to show thenselves to be
the holy nation of God, so was it in its
political relations as well. Civil order-
t hat i ndi spensabl e condition of the
stability and prosperity of nations and
states-rests upon a consci enti ous
mai nt enance of right by means of a well-
ordered judicial constitution and an
impartial administration of justice.”
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DOCTRI NE: WCF (1647)
XX.1, God alone is Lord of the conscience,
and hath left it free from the doctrines
and commandnents of nmen, which are, in any
thing, contrary to His Wrd; or beside it,
in matters of faith, or worship. So that,
to believe such doctrines, or to obey such
conmands, out of conscience, is to betray
true liberty of consci ence; and the
requiring of an inplicit faith, and an
absolute and blind obedience, is to destroy
liberty of conscience, and reason al so.
XX. 2, They who, upon pretense of Christian
liberty, do practice any sin, or cherish
any lust, do thereby destroy the end of
Christian liberty, which is, that being
delivered out of the hands of our enenies,
we might serve the Lord without fear, in
hol i ness and righteousness before him all
t he days of our life.
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Question: How can you, as a Christian and a
sol di er, claim to be free from any
authority but God and yet answer to Paul in
Romans 13:1-5 where he teaches:

“Let every person be subject to the

governing authorities. For there is

no authority except from God, and

28
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t hose t hat exi st have been
instituted by God. Therefore whoever
resists the authorities resists what

God

has appointed, and those who

resist wll incur judgment. For
rulers are not a terror to good
conduct, but to bad. Wuld you have

no

fear of the one who is in

aut hority? Then do what is good, and

you
he
But

will receive his approval, for
is God's servant for your good.
if you do wong, be afraid, for

he does not bear the sword in vain.

For he is the servant of God, an
avenger who carries out God's wath
on the wongdoer. Therefore one

nmust be in subjection, not only to

avoi

d God's wath but also for the

sake of conscience.”

Answer :

Those verses of scripture do not
require obedience to any unlawf ul

conmmands, nor does any other place in
Scripture. W cannot obey nan any
further than a command is able to
stand the testing of Scripture.

Those that say the government is the
hi ghest power are grossly m staken.

| ndeed, the governnent and our

President are the highest powers in
this land and perhaps even in the
wor | d, but t he Laws and t he
Courtroons of this |and are above him
in power, and the President hinself
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is limted and subject to the Suprene
court in the land: Therefore law is
hi gher than political power and |aw
carries force only when it is founded
in God’s Word.

3. Even if the President of the United
States were the suprene power; if he
decided to cause or even pernitted
the destruction of our Nation, both
natural law and the grace of God
allows (in other places called First
and Second causes) people to preserve
t henmsel ves

THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI Rl ATI ON
“We the people of the United States, in
order to form a nore perfect union,

establ i sh justice, i nsure donestic
tranquility, provi de for t he conmon
defense, pronote the general welfare, and
secure the bl essi ngs of liberty to

oursel ves and our posterity, do ordain and
establish this Constitution for the United
States of America.”

Preanble for the US Constitution

“[The prosperity of the United States] is
not the result of accident. It has a
phi |l osophic cause. Wthout the Constitution
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and the Union, we could not have attained
the result; but even these are not the
primary cause of our great prosperity.
There is sonething back of these, entw ning
itself nmore closely about the human heart.

That sonet hi ng, is the principle of
"Liberty to all” -- the principle that
clears the path for all -- gives hope to
all -- and, by consequence, enterprise and

i ndustry to all.”
Abr aham Li ncol n

"The very idea of the power and the right
of the People to establish Governnent
presupposes the duty of every individual to
obey the established Government."

Geor ge Washi ngt on (Far ewel | Addr ess,
Sept enber 19, 1796)

"The strength of the Constitution, lies in
the will of the people to defend it."
Thormas Edi son

RELECTI ON: SELF CONTROL
Self Control can sonetinmes be described as
self discipline. It is the effort to
subjugate inpulse to reason. A self

controlled nan is one that has enough wll
power to do what he knows is right even
when he feels pulled in another direction
by his base and carnal desires. Wthout
self control, a man wll ultimtely self
destruct. He will excessively indulge in
food, pleasure, work, or any other nunber
of activities that are meant for good but
wi t hout the control of reason, destroy.
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STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON: ROMANS 13:1-5
“Let every person be subject to the
governing authorities. For there is no
authority except from God, and those that
exi st have been instituted by CGod.
*Therefore whoever resists the authorities
resists what God has appointed, and those
who resist will incur judgnent. 3For rulers
are not a terror to good conduct, but to
bad. Wuld you have no fear of the one who
is in authority? Then do what is good, and
you will receive his approval, “or he is
God's servant for your good. But if you do
wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the
sword in vain. For he is the servant of
God, an avenger who carries out God's wath
on the wongdoer. STherefore one nust be in
subjection, not only to avoid God's wath
but also for the sake of conscience.”

Christians are called to separate
t hensel ves from the passions and desires of
the fleshly world and yet, Christians find
t henselves still Iliving in the world and
subject to secular authority and |aw. Paul
insists that the Christian nust have a high
regard for secular authority and submit to
it as a matter of conscience. The Christian
recogni zes that all of creation belongs to
God and that it is bound by natural |aw.
God has determined to govern the world by

both natural law, i.e. gravity, aging,
seasons, etc and delegated authority to
civil gover nnents. Just as God has

del egated authority to parents, enployers,
elders in the church and others, He has
al so given authority to secul ar governments

£2
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to keep the civil law for the good of
society and the peace of the people. The
civil authority becomes the organized
center of the community that wll provide
all that the people of God need for peace
and survi val

DOCTRI NE: VEESTM NSTER SHORTER CATECH SM Q 128
VWat are the sins of inferiors against
their superiors?

A. The sins of inferiors against their
superiors are, all neglect of the duties
required toward them envying at, contenpt
of, and rebellion against, their persons

and places, in the [|awful counsel s,
conmands, and corrections; cursi ng,
nocki ng, and all such refractory and

scandal ous carriage, as proves a shame and
di shonor to them and their governnent.

[8]

Question: What is it that notivates you to
take up arms, and commit yourself in war?
Answer :
1. The love | have for ny Country
2. The preservation of our Republic,
Laws, and Liberties
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3. The defense of our Faith against
those who desire to oppress it.

4. The care of our posterity

5. The general progress of all good
peopl e

6. The conmmand of the President of our
Nati on, who, wunder the law, is the
hi ghest elected authority in our
| and.

7. The necessity that now lies upon all
that fear God in the Land to rise up
and defend all that is sacred agai nst
evi l

THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RI ATl ON
“For anything worth having one nust pay the
price; and the price is always work,
pati ence, love, self-sacrifice--no paper
currency, no promses to pay, but the gold
of real service.”

John Burroughs

“The purpose of all war is peace.”
Sai nt Augustine, 354-430

"The art of war is, in the last result, the
art of keeping one’s freedom of action"

Xenophon, Greek historian (c. 430-355 BQ)

Fl avi us Vegetius Renatus (ca 390 AD)

"A nation, as a society, forns a nora
per son, and every nenber of it is
personal ly responsible for his society."

Thonmas Jef f er son,
Third President of the United States.
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"I have no private purpose to acconplish,
no party objectives to build up, no enenies
to puni sh—-nothing to serve but my country."
Zachary Tayl or,

12th President of the United States.

"Let us have the faith that right nakes

mght, and in this faith let us to the end
dare to do our duty as we understand it."

Abr aham Li ncol n,

16th President of the United States.

"Humility nust always be the portion of any
man who receives acclaim earned in the
bl ood of his followers and the sacrifices
of his friends."

Presi dent Dwi ght D. Ei senhower,
34th President of the United States.

"The energy, the faith, the devotion which

we bring to this endeavor wll 1light our

country and all who serve it, and the glow
fromthat fire can truly light the world."
Presi dent John F. Kennedy,

35th President of the United States.

"The tree of liberty nust be refreshed from
time to tinme with the blood of patriots and
tyrants. Resistance to tyrants is

obedi ence to God."
Thomas Jef ferson
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REFLECTI ON: REVERENCE

There are sonme things in life that have
intrinsic qualities that demand and inspire
our reverence. We should be in awe when we
consider GCod. God made everything from
not hing and yet he has called us his own.
He has ordered the universe and yet he is
pati ent with our struggl es and
difficulties. Wien we consider Hm as He
is, we shouldn’t falter in our steps when
we have confidence that we are in Hs wll.

STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON: DEUTERONOMY 1: 19-32
“Then we set out from Horeb and went

through all that great and terrifying
wi | derness that you saw, on the way to the
hill country of the Anorites, as the LorRD
our God commanded us. And we came to
Kadesh- bar nea. And I said to you, ‘You
have cone to the hill country of the

Amorites, which the LorD our God is giving
us. See, the LorD your God has set the | and
before you. Go up, take possession, as the
Lorp, the God of your fathers, has told you.
Do not fear or be dismayed.’ Then all of
you came near me and said, ‘Let us send men
before us, that they nay explore the |and
for us and bring us word again of the way
by which we nust go up and the cities into
which we shall come.’” The thing seened
good to me, and | took twelve men from you,
one man from each tribe. And they turned
and went up into the hill country, and cane
to the Valley of Eshcol and spied it out.
And they took in their hands sone of the
fruit of the land and brought it down to

»
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us, and brought us word again and said, ‘It
is a good land that the LorD our God is
giving us.’ “Yet you would not go up, but
rebel l ed against the command of the LOrRD
your God. And you nurnured in your tents
and said, ‘Because the LORD hated us he has
brought us out of the land of Egypt, to
give us into the hand of the Anorites, to
destroy us. Wwere are we going up? Qur
brot hers have nade our hearts nelt, saying,
“The people are greater and taller than we.
The cities are great and fortified up to
heaven. And besides, we have seen the sons
of the Anakim there.”’ Then | said to you,
‘Do not be in dread or afraid of them. The
Lorb your God who goes before you wll
hinsel f fight for you, just as he did for
you in Egypt before your eyes, and in the
wi | der ness, where you have seen how the LGORD
your God carried you, as a man carries his
son, all the way that you went until you
came to this place.’” Yet in spite of this
word you did not believe the LORD your God”

God had taken the Hebrews from the dregs of
captivity to the brink of successful
conquest and freedom Al they had to do
was believe. Their Jlack of faith and
perspective caused them to falter. The
peopl e demanded that spies go into the |and
before they would attack. God had prom sed
to deliver their foes to them sight unseen
but the people paused and becane fearfu

and cautious. They grossly underestinated
God. The spies returned and told the people
that there was an eneny in the land and he
was |large and ferocious. The Hebrews
faltered and their fear grew. As their fear
grew greater, their conmmtnment to their

7
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calling shrunk. As a consequence of their
lack of faith and commitnent, they were
conderTmed by God to  wander in the
wilderness for an entire generation. A
second generation would be called upon to
finish the task the first had begun.

DOCTRI NE: BELG C CONFESSI ON (1561)
ARTICLE 36, We believe that our gracious
CGod, because of the depravity of nankind,
hat h appoi nt ed ki ngs, princes, and
magi strates, willing that the world should
be governed by certain laws and policies;
to the end that the dissoluteness of nen
m ght be restrained, and all things carried
on anong them with good order and decency.
For this purpose he hath invested the

magi st racy with t he sword, for t he
puni shnrent of evil doers, and for the
praise of them that do well. And their

office is, not only to have regard unto and
watch for the welfare of the civil state,
but also that they protect the sacred
mnistry, and thus nay renove and prevent
all idolatry and false worship; that the
ki ngdom  of antichri st may be t hus
destroyed, and the Kingdom of Christ
promoted. They mnust therefore, countenance
the preaching of the word of the gospel
everywhere, that God may be honored and
wor shi pped by everyone, as He conmands in
H s Word.

Moreover, it is the bounden duty of every
one, of what state, quality, or condition
he may be, to subject hinself to the
nmagi strates; to pay tribute, to show due
honor and respect to them and to obey them
in all things which are not repugnant to

48
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the Wrd of God; to supplicate for themin
their prayers, that God nmay rule and guide
them in all their ways, and that we may
lead a quiet and peaceable life in al
godl i ness and honesty.

[9]

Question: Wiat do you think of those who
sit by and do not strive with you against

evil in these difficult times?
Answer :
1. Either they are not convinced of the
necessity,



A CHRISTIAN SOLDIER’S CATECHISM

2. O they are conplacent in their
convi ctions

3. O they are self indulgent, |oving
noney and ease nore than God

4. Or they are faint-hearted Cowards

5. O they are secret Enemes of God,

all that is good, the liberties of
our Republic, the United States of
Aneri ca.

THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON:

“t is true that so far as wealth gives
time for ideal ends and exercise to ideal
energies, wealth is better than poverty and
ought to be chosen. But wealth does this in
only a portion of the actual cases.
El sewhere the desire to gain wealth and the
fear to lose it are our chief breeders of
cowardi ce and propagators of corruption.
There must be thousands of conjunctures in
which a weal th-bound man nust be a slave,
whilst a man for whom poverty has no
terrors beconmes a freeman." WIliam Janes

“Mr. President, it is natural to man to
indulge in the illusions of Hope. W are
apt to shut our eyes against a painful
truth, and listen to the song of that siren

till she transforms us into beasts. Is this
the part of w se nen, engaged in a great
and arduous struggle for liberty? Are we

di sposed to be of the nunber of those who,
havi ng eyes, see not, and having ears, hear
not, the things which so nearly concern
their tenporal salvation? For nmy part,
what ever angui sh of spirit it may cost, |
amw lling to know the whole truth; to know
the worst, and to provide for it..”, “It is

g o
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in vain, sir, to extenuate the nmatter.
Gentlemen nay cry peace, peace, but there
is no peace. The war is actually begun. The
next gale that sweeps from the north wll
bring to our ears the clash of resounding
arns. Qur brethren are already in the
field. Wiy stand we here idle? Wiat is it
that gentlemen wi sh? Wat would they have?
Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to
be purchased at the price of chains and
slavery? Forbid it, A nmghty God! | know
not what course others nay take, but as for
me, give me liberty, or give me death!”

Patrick Henry

"War is an ugly thing, but not the ugliest
of things. The decayed and degraded state
of noral and patriotic feeling, which
thinks that nothing is worth war, is nuch
wor se. The person who has nothing for which
he is willing to fight, nothing which is
nore inportant than his own personal
safety, is a miserable creature and has no
chance of being free unless nmade and kept
so by the exertions of better nen than
hi msel f."

John Stuart MIIl (1868)

"W are expected to put the utnpbst energy,
of every power that we have, into the
service of our fellow nen, never sparing
oursel ves, not condescending to think of
what is going to happen to ourselves, but
ready, if need be, to go to the utter
| ength of self-sacrifice."
Presi dent Wbodrow W son,
28th President of the United States
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"For too long our culture has said, ‘If it
feels good, do it.’ Now America 1is
enmbracing a new ethic and a new creed:
‘Let's roll.’” In the sacrifice of soldiers,
the fierce brotherhood of firefighters, and
the bravery and generosity of ordinary
citizens, we have glinpsed what a new
culture of responsibility could |ook Iike.
W want to be a nation that serves goals
larger than self. W've been offered a
uni que opportunity, and we rmust not |et
this moment pass." President Geor ge W

Bush,

43rd President of the United States
“Cowar di ce asks the question, 'Is it safe?
Expedi ency asks the question, "I's it

politic? But conscience asks the question,
"Is it right?" And there conmes a tine when
one must take a position that is neither
safe, nor politic, nor popular but because
conscience tells one it is right."

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

REFLECTI ON: RESOLUTI ON
The 1913 edition of Webster’s Dictionary
listed one definition of resolve as, "“To

determine or decide in purpose; to make
ready 1in mind; to fix; to settle.” A man
must be resolved about certain issues in
life. Liberty is no longer a matter for
di scussion but one for conviction and
resol ution. We have already resolved that
nmen were created with certain rights given
by their creator to life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness. No |onger do we
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wonder if those are worthy goals. They
sinmply are. Men |acking resolve essentially
l ack both commitnment and courage to defend
those things that are necessary.

STUDY AND MEDI ATI ON: NEHEM AH 4: 11-14
“And our enemies said, ‘'They will not know
or see till we come anong them and kill
them and stop the work.’ At that time the
Jews who Ilived near them canme from all
di rections and said to us ten times, "“You
nmust return to us.” So in the |owest parts
of the space behind the wall, in open
places, | stationed the people by their
clans, with their swords, their spears, and
their bows. And | |ooked and arose and said
to the nobles and to the officials and to
the rest of the people, "“Do not be afraid
of them Renmenber the Lord, who is great
and awesone, and fight for your brothers,
your sons, your daughters, your wves, and
your homes.”

In Nehenmiah 4, Half of the Jews in the city
worked to rebuild the city walls that were
torn down and the other half stood wth
spears in a constant state of vigilance
ready for any attack that may cone. Those
surroundi ng Jerusalem had petitioned for
peace but only on the condition that the
Jews would stop their work in rebuilding
the ©city. The Jews new that their
commission was to rebuild and that there
was no turning from that path. Their
options were to capitulate and follow the
designs of a foreign body or to be prepared
and wlling to fight for their own
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preservation. They chose to fight. So they
worked with bricks in one hand and the

sword in the other. Thei r commander ,
Nehem ah sums up the source of t he
confi dence and i nspiration to gi ve

t hensel ves to their cause. Instead of being
notivated by self-centered goals, or a fear
of punishment, he said, "“Renenber God who
is your salvation. And remenber who you are
defendi ng. There are those who would |ead
your family away from you. There are those
who want to use you to acconplish their own
goals. But God has <called you to be
sonething nore. Stay the course, sacrifice
for sonething greater than yourselves, give
yourself to the defense of the nation Cod
has established and the defense of your
famly. Have courage and do not shrink
back, because of fear or love of life, from
this hour of your testing.”

DOCTRI NE: BELG C CONFESSI ON (1561)
Article 24, We, believe that this true
faith, being wought in man by the hearing
of the Word of God and the operation of the
Holy GChost, doth regenerate and nake him a
new man, causing him to live a new life,
and freeing him from the bondage of sin.
Therefore it is so far from being true,
that this justifying faith nakes nen reniss
in a pious and holy life, that on the
contrary without it they would never do
anything out of love to God, but only out
of self-1ove or fear of damati on.
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[10]

Questions: What dangers are such pacifists
in?
Answer :
1. God takes special notice of their
di sposition and carriage, and wll
deal with them accordingly.
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2. In God’s account all such are
enemies; they that are not with him
are against him

3. They deserve neither respect nor
protection from Church or State.

4. They are in danger to be spit out of
Christ’s mouth, Revelation 3:16, “So,
because you are |ukewarm and neither
hot nor cold, | wll spit you out of
my mouth.”

5. They are directly under the dreadful
curse which the Angel of the Lord
denounced agai nst Meroz, Judges 5:23.
“Curse Meroz, says the angel of the
LORD, curse its i nhabi tants
t hor oughl y, because they did not cone
to the help of the Lorp, to the help
of the LORD against the mighty.”

THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON:
“Our lives begin to end the day we Dbecome
silent about things that matter.”

Martin Luther King Jr

"Moral courage is the nost valuable and
usually the nost absent characteristic in
men. "

General George S. Patton, Jr
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“Beware lest in your anxiety to avoid war
you obtain a nmaster.”

Denost henes

“The fact that slaughter [battle] is a
horrifying spectacle nmust nmake us take war
nore seriously, but [it does] not provide
an excuse for gradually blunting our swords
in the name of humanity. Sooner or |ater
soneone will conme along with a sharp sword
and hack off our arms.”

Carl von O ausewitz

“Ours is neither a perfect nor a

perfectible world; it 1is a theater of

perpetual conflict in which the prize goes

to the strong. Peace through war; security
through strength”

Excerpt from Redenptive Viol ence,

Wal ter W nk

“EBvi | men do not understand justice,
but those who seek the LORD understand it
completely.”

Proverbs 28:5

REFLECTI ON: JUSTI CE
In his witing, The Republic, Plato treats
justice as an ideal or foundational virtue,
whi ch neans that al nost every ethical issue
somehow or another relates to the notion of
justice. If a man lied for exanple, Plato
connects that vice to the larger issue of
justice. Mddern thinking sees justice nore
as a legal issue. You may be a liar
yourself, but if you don’t cheat or steal
from others, you nmay be considered just.
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Justice is about truth. It is about setting
t hi ngs right. Per haps we have
conpartnetalized our virtue into

unr ecogni zabl e portions. Mybe it is tine
to take an account of the whole man again
rather than his individual conponents.
Conpr ehensi ve character devel opnment shoul d
once again be our goal rather than
i ndi vi dual skills, utilitariani sm and
situational ethics.

STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON: NUMBERS 31: 7-18
“They warred against Midian, as the LORD
conmanded Moses, and killed every nmale.
They killed the kings of Mdian with the
rest of their slain, Evi, Rekem Zur, Hur,
and Reba, the five kings of Mdian. And
they also killed Balaam the son of Beor
with the sword. And the people of Israel
took captive the wonen of Mdian and their
little ones, and they took as plunder all
their cattle, their flocks, and all their
goods. All their cities in the places where
they lived, and all their encanprments, they
burned with fire, and took all the spoil
and all the plunder, both of nman and of
beast. Then they brought the captives and
the plunder and the spoil to Mses, and to
El eazar the priest, and to the congregation
of the people of Israel, at the canp on the
pl ai ns of Mdab by the Jordan at Jericho.

Moses and Eleazar the priest and all the
chiefs of the congregation went to neet
them outside the canp. And Mdses was angry
with the officers of the arny, the comand-
ers of thousands and the conmmanders of hun-
dreds, who had come from service in the
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war. Moses said to them, “Have you let all
the wormen |ive? Behold, these, on Balaans
advi ce, caused the people of Israel to act
treacherously against the LorRD in the inci-
dent of Peor, and so the plague canme anong
t he congregation of the LorD. Now t herefore,
kill every male anpbng the little ones, and
kill every wonan who has known nan by |ying
with him But all the young girls who have
not known man by lying with him keep alive
for yourselves.”

Nunbers 31 describes the justice of Cod
neted out against the Mdianites because
they had seduced the people of God to wor-
ship idols and participate in sexual imor-
ality. That seduction had violated the di-
vinity and honor of Jehovah. God conmanded
Hs people to treat them as enenmes and
kill them Their sin had reached its full
neasure and their tinme of judgment had
cone. Mses had 1000 nmen from each tribe
equi pped for war. He sent them along with
Phi nehas the son of the high priest because
the war was a holy war pitting the people
of God against the enenmes of God. A great
battle followed in which the Mdianites
were taken by surprise and conpletely
routed. Al the adult nmales were slain. The
worren and children were led away as
prisoners and their cattle and bel ongings
were taken as spoils of war. The towns and
villages were burned to the ground. The
peopl e of M dian were erased from history.

Moses was actually angry that the wonen
were taken alive because they had caused
the people of God to switch from true
worship to idolatry. He conmanded that all
the male children should be slain and that
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only the young wonen that had never been
with a man should be spared. The objective
was nhot cruelty or barbarism but that the
whole nation was to be elimnated because
of their rebellion against God, false
worship and degenerative influence. God
wanted to preserve His people against the
del udi ng i nfluence of false worship.

From this we learn that there cones a tine
when the rebellion of man and his offense
agai nst God reaches an end. God’s patience
will be exhausted and H's judgnment will
begi n. That judgnment nay be executed by nen
t hr ough war . Romans 12: 19 t eaches,
“Bel oved, never avenge yourselves, but
leave it to the wath of God, for it is
written, “Wengeance is mine, I will repay,
says the Lord.” This passage doesn’t teach
us never to wage war but instead, to nmke
sure that the war we wage is warranted by
God’s Word which is 1living and active and
sharper than any double-edged sword. The
weapons of war fare for God’s people today
are spiritual. The Wrd of God transforns
the heart of men and renews the world.
None-t he-less, God places the sword of
justice in the hands of the civil
government and all nmen everywhere are
expected to stand for justice and the
protection of Liberty for the sake of the
CGospel and the peace of His people.

DOCTRI NE: WCF (1647)
XXI'll.1, God, the suprenme Lord and King of
al | the world, hat h or dai ned civil

nmagi strates, to be, under Hm over the
people, for Hs own glory, and the public
good: and, to this end, hath arnmed them
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with the power of the sword, for the
defense and encouragenent of them that are
good, and for the punishrment of evil doers.

[11]

Questi on: What do you say to those
Christians who align thenselves to join
with or defend the enemies of God and the
Li berty of men?
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Answer :
1. | say that they of all other nen are
| est worthy to carry the nane
“Christian” since they have

positioned thenmselves against the
cause of Christ.

2. | say that they serve the cause of
the Antichrist, the agent of evil,
oppression, death, and darkness.

3. That they are a shame and a bl em sh
to the nane of religion.

4. That none of their weapons shal
prosper, |saiah 54:17.

5. That God wll utterly wundo them
Zephani ah 3:19.

6. That they share in the responsibility
and will cone under judgrment for al
the bl ood that has been shed.

7. That they are in the highway to
perdition in need of repentance.

8. That the judgnent of God for their
treason against righteousness wll
cone upon them nore quickly than they
i magi ne.

THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON
“The man who pauses on the paths of
treason, halts on a quicksand, the first

step engulfs him.”
Aaron Hill, Henry V (act |, sc. 1)

“Is there not sone chosen curse, Sone
hi dden thunder in the stores of heaven, red
with uncommon wath, to blast the nman who
owes his greatness to his country's ruin?”

Joseph Addi son, Cato (act I, sc. 1)
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"Treason is like dianonds; there is nothing
to be nade by the snall trader"
Dougl as Jerrold

“Honor is |I|ike an island, rugged and
wi t hout a beach; once we have left it, we
can never return.”

Ni chol as Boi | eau

“You can discover what vyour eneny fears
nost by observing the means he uses to
frighten you.”

Eric Hof fer
REFLECTI ON HONCR
The origins of our word, honor can be
traced back to an Irish word which

originally nmeant face (from the Ad Celtic
‘eniequos'). W get a sense of this in the
phrase, "“Saving face..” Since the concept of
honor is so closely associated with face,
[i.e., guarding our reputation in the eyes
of the community]. Honor and di shonor find
their anchors in the conmmunity nore than in
the individual codes or creeds that
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characterize nodern thinking. Honor is both
a adjective and an adverb. As an adverb, we
behave honorably. We speak honorably. And
as a adjective, it is a quality we possess.
W nmay be an honorable person. Usually

honor is conferred by others to an
i ndi vidual. Honor is earned, rather than
cl ai ned.

STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON 2 CHRONI CLES 29:6-9
“For our fathers have been unfaithful and
have done what was evil in the sight of the
Lorb our God. They have forsaken him and
have turned away their faces from the
habitation of the Lorp and turned their
backs. They also shut the doors of the
vestibule and put out the lanps and have
not burned incense or of fered burnt
offerings in the Holy Place to the God of
Israel. Therefore the wath of the LorD came
on Judah and Jerusalem and he has nmde
them an object of horror, of astonishnment,
and of hissing, as you see with your own
eyes. For behold, our fathers have fallen
by the sword, and our sons and our
daughters and our wves are in captivity
for this.”

The King of Judah, Hezekiah was a righteous
man who began with an honest assessment of
Judah’s woes. The beleaguered nation had
been racked with invasions and war. They
were laid waste and their resources were

drained. The government wasn’t able to
generate the needed revenue to continue the
struggl e under t hose ci rcunst ances.

Hezekiah pointed out to the people that




A CHRISTIAN SOLDIER’S CATECHISM

they had turned away from God under the
previous Kking, his father, King Ahaz.
Worship was neglected in the extrenme and
the nation was under the severe judgnment of
God. Hezekiah knew that the only way to
save the nation was to return to God. First
with a request for forgiveness and then
with a commitnent to never neglect His
proper worship and service in the future.
He devised measures of national reform at
the beginning of his reign to transform
people long trained by idolatry. There is a
special sort of courage that few possess to
speak the truth in a dangerously depraved
time of treason agai nst God.

DOCTRI NE: WCF (1647)
XXXI'1'1.3, As Christ would have us to be
certainly persuaded that there shall be a
day of judgment, both to deter all nmen from
sin, and for the greater consolation of the
godly in their adversity; so will He have
that day unknown to nen, that they may
shake off all carnal security, and be
al ways watchful, because they know not at
what hour the Lord will cone; and may be
ever prepared to say, Cone, Lord Jesus comne

[12]

Question: What is the reason that we seem
to stand alone in our battles against evil?
Answer :
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There are nmany that woul d appear both
civilized and honest on the surface
but we find underneath the public
imge that they are self-serving and
uncomitted to the conmon good.

Many would prefer to join with us in
our resistance against evil but fear
for their own safety and so either
sit passively or conpronmise with our
enemi es.

Many, desiring prosperity nore than
justice, have made financial gains
from the war against evil and would
stand to lose their profits if our
enemi es were def eat ed.

Many have been retained in power
because of the threat of evil against
their countries and would |ose their
positions of influence and rule if
our enenies are defeated.

Many are genuinely threatened by
t hose of good character. Havi ng
dwelled for so long in the shadows of
bribery and injustice, they discover
they unwittingly allied thenselves to
evil before the war began.

Many m sunderstand the nature of this
conflict assuming its ends to be
material and political rather than
noral and spiritual.

THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RI ATl ON:
“One should never allow chaos to develop in

to avoid going to war, because one

does not avoid a war but instead puts it
off to his disadvantage.”

Ni col o Machi avel |l i,
The Prince, 3
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"Let me not pray to be sheltered from
dangers but to be fearless in facing them
Let me not beg for the stilling of ny pain,
but for the heart to conquer it. Let ne not
ook for allies in life's battlefield but
to ny owmn strength. Let ne not cave in"

Rabi ndranat h Tagore

“All that is essential for the triunph of
evil is that good nmen do nothing.”

Ednmund Bur ke

“In war there 1is no prize for the runner-
up.ll
General Omar Bradl ey

“When bad nen conbine, the good nust
associate else they will fall one by one,
an unpitied sacrifice in a contenptible
struggle.”

Ednmund Burke (1729-1797)

“1f ye love wealth better than liberty, the
tranquility of servitude better than the
ani mati ng contest of freedom go home from
us in peace. W ask not your counsels or
arms. Crouch down and lick the hands which
feed you. May your chains set lightly upon
you, and may posterity forget ye were our
countrynen. ”

Sanmuel Adans

“f you will not fight for the right when
you can easily win wthout bloodshed, if
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you will not fight when victory wll be
sure and not so costly, you may cone to the
nonent when you will have to fight with al

the odds against you and only a precarious
chance of survival. There may be a worse
case. You may have to fight when there is
no chance of victory, because it is better
to perish than to live as sl aves.”

W nston Churchil

“Those who expect to reap the bl essings of
freedom nmust, like men, undergo the fatigue
of supporting it.”

Thonmas Pai ne

“An appeaser is one who feeds a crocodile,
hoping it will eat himlast.”
W nston Churchil

“We will remenber not the words of our
enemies, but the silence of our friends.”
Martin Luther King, Jr.

“War is an ugly thing, but not the ugliest
of things. The decayed and degraded state
of moral and patriotic feeling which thinks
that nothing is worth war is nuch worse.
The person who has nothing for which he is
willing to fight, nothing which is nore
i mportant than his own personal safety, is
a miserable creature and has no chance of
being free unless nade and kept so by the
exertions of better men than hinself.”

John Stuart MII
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REFLECTI ON: CONVI CTI ON
W nost often hear of a conviction when
soneone is sentenced for a crime. That
legal use of the term is not far from
under standi ng the convictions held by nen.
Essentially, conviction is a judgnent or
decision, a firmy held belief that has
been decided after careful contenplation.
Wiile it is true, that many in our day
avoid careful contemplation, that doesn’t
renove the need for convictions. Wthout
convictions, what is it that nmen fight for
or celebrate? If we hold no convictions, or
if we are not certain about anything, then
how can we decide what we are to do? There
cones a tine that we no |onger keep al

opti ons open st andi ng paral yzed by
i ndeci sion. There cones a tine in the lives
of all nen when they nust arrive at an
educated and reasonabl e decision, a course
of action, a conviction. Convictions form
those principles that we are unwilling to
conprom se. They form our axions for life.

STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON: VARI QUS
“For though we walk 1in the flesh, we are
not wagi ng war according to the flesh. For
the weapons of our warfare are not of the
flesh but have divine power to destroy
stronghol ds. We destroy argunents and every
lofty opinion raised against the know edge
of God, and take every thought captive to
obey Christ, being ready to punish every
di sobedi ence, when  your obedi ence is
complete.”

1 Corinthians 10:4-6
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“When you draw near to a city to fight
against it, offer terns of peace to it. And
if it responds to you peaceably and it
opens to you, then all the people who are
found in it shall do forced |abor for you
and shall serve you. But if it makes no
peace with you, but nakes war against you,
then you shall besiege it.” Deut er onony
20: 10- 12

Wen the people of God were advancing
agai nst those who opposed them they were
instructed to call out for peace or offer
their enemes an opportunity to surrender
and subnmit before the battle. This was not
a truce or an opportunity to ignore or set
aside the injustice that brought on the
war. It was an opportunity for the eneny to
be defeated without dying. If the enenies
of God, of justice, and of righteousness
refused to relent and subnit, then the
people of God were to march against them
and utterly destroy them just as a hunman
cancer nust be renoved from a body to
restore health. This is the sane as wth
sin. It must not be spared or indulged. It
nmust be repented of and destroyed for Jesus
has said that we nust be holy as our
heavenly Father is holy. He also said that

atree will be known by its fruit.

DOCTRI NE: CANONS OF DORT (1619)
Head Il Article 1, God is not only
suprenely nerciful, but also suprenely

just. And His justice requires (as He hath
revealed Hinmself in Hs Wrd), that our
sins committed against His infinite nmjesty
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shoul d be punished, not only with tenporal,
but with eternal punishnent, both in body
and soul; which we cannot escape unless
satisfaction be made to the justice of
God.”

[13]

Question. What is your chief aimin war?
Answer .

1. The confrontation and destruction of
Babylon® in whatever form she may
arise in whatever epoch of history,
that city of evil that opposes all
ri ght eousness and godl i ness,
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returning to it what it has served to
others. Psalm 137:8 "“O daughter of
Babyl on, doomed to be destroyed,
bl essed shall he be who repays you
with what you have done to us!”

2. To advance all that is good in the
Ki ngdom of GCod.

3. To bring the light of truth to the
dark corners of the world.

4. To bring the enenies of God and the
enemi es of our Nation to justice.

5. To uphold our national sovereignty,
provide for the common defense, to
protect our national government.

6. To maintain that freedom of religion
that was so cherished by our founding
f at hers.

THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON
“No one can terrorize a whole nation,

unless we are all his accomplices.”
Edward R Mirrow

“They who would give up an essentia
liberty for tenmporary security, deserve
neither liberty or security.”

Benjami n Franklin

“The purpose of all war is peace.”
Sai nt Augustine (354-430)
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It is only those who have neither fired a
shot nor heard the shrieks and groans of
the wounded who cry aloud for blood, nore
vengeance, nore desolation. War is hell
WIlliam T. Shernman

“You are either with us, or you are with
the terrorists.”
Presi dent George H W Bush

“Terror is not a new weapon. Throughout
history it has been used by those who could

not prevail, either by persuasion or
exanple. But inevitably they fail, either
because nen are not afraid to die for a
life wor t h ['iving, or because t he

terrorists thenselves cane to realize that
free nmen cannot be frightened by threats,
and that aggression would neet its own
response. And it is in the light of that
history that every nation today should
know, be he friend or foe, that the United
States has both the will and the weapons to
join free men in standing up to their
responsibilities.”

John F. Kennedy

“We are engaged mainly in a struggle for
the soul of this new century. Victory for
our vision depends upon w nning the fight
we're in against terrorism on spreading
the benefits, and reducing the burdens of
the nodern world, on changes in poor
nati ons thenselves that will make progress
possible, and finally, on developing a
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gl obal level of consciousness about what

our responsibilities to each other are and

what our rel ationships ought to be.”
President WlliamJ. Cdinton

“America has entered a great struggle that
tests our strength, and even nore our
resol ve. Qur nati on is pati ent and
st eadf ast . W continue to pursue the
terrorists in cities and canps and caves
across the earth. W are joined by a great
coalition of nations to rid the world of
terror. And we will not allow any terrorist
or tyrant to threaten civilization wth
weapons of nmass nmurder. Now and in the
future, Anericans will live as free people,
not in fear, and never at the mercy of any
foreign plot or power.”
Presi dent George Wl ker Bush,
New York, New York, Sep. 11, 2002

REFLECTI ON: HOPE
Hope 1is the synthesis of desire and
expectati on. Conversely, hopel essness is a
desire without expectation of success.
Indifference is an expectation wthout a
desire. As long as nen follow God and seek
to do Hs wll, God wll acconplish all
that He has intended to do since the
begi nning. Wether it is to bring the walls
of Jericho down or to miracul ously save an
overwhel ned arnmy, if we desire to do God’s
will and expect God to acconplish Hs wll,
then there is al ways hope.
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STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON: NEHEM AH 4: 14
“And I looked and arose and said to the
nobles and to the officials and to the rest
of the people, "“Do not be afraid of them.
Renember the Lord, who is great and
awesome, and fight for your brothers, your
sons, your daughters, your w ves, and your
homes.”

Nehem ah explains that because of the
constant threat to the builders working on
the city walls and fortifications, half of

them had to be pulled off of t he
construction and armed for defense. Wth
only half of the men working and half of

the nen defending, neither was fully
equi pped and manned to acconplish the
m ssion. Not only did fatigue begin to take
a toll but fear of being overwhel ned also
plagued their minds as the enemy didn’t
have to focus their resources but on one
task, attacking the Israelites. Nehem ah
encourages the people by refocusing them
from the problens they face and the
enornous odds stacked against them He
calls them to renenber why they are there,

who is depending on them and the suprene

and all powerful God who will not let H's
purpose nor H's people be undone, and to
their expectations that God will give them

success. Wth renewed confidence, faith,
and purpose the nen stood their ground and
were victorious against their enemes.

DOCTRI NE: CANONS OF DORT(1619)
Head Il Article 9, This purpose proceeding
fromeverlasting love towards the el ect has
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fromthe beginning of the world to this day
been powerfully acconplished, and will

hencef orward still conti nue to be
acconpl i shed, not wi t hst andi ng al | t he
i neffectual opposition of the gates of
hell, so that the elect in due tine nmay be

gat hered together into one, and that there
never may be wanting a Church conposed of
beli evers, the foundation of which is laid
in the blood of Chri st, which may
steadfastly love and faithfully serve H m
as their Savior, who as a bridegroom for
his bride, laid dowmm H's life for them upon
the cross, and which my celebrate His
prai ses here and through all eternity.

[14]

Questi on: Do you have any hope of
prevailing in your cause?
Answer: We have encouragenents enough to
assure us of good success: there are nany
argunents to confirm our hope.

1. Fromthe justness and goodness of the

Cause itself.
2. Fromthe course that has been taken
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3. From the condition and conmitnent of
those that are engaged in the war.

4. From the poor quality of our enem es
in both their nmoral virtue and their
preparation for battle.

5. From the cheerfulness of most men’s
spirits who have conmitted thensel ves
to the defense of our national cause.

6. From the many victories already
secur ed.

7. From our National heritage and the
oaths which all who are in the war
have taken.

8. From God’s Providence and good care
of Hi s people.

THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON
“The world's a st age, wher e Cod' s
omi potence, His justice, know edge, |ove
and provi dence do act the parts.”

Qui |l aune de Sal |l uste

“l like to see a man proud of the place in
which he lives. | like to see a nman live
so that his place will be proud of him”

Abr aham Li ncol n

“Armerica is nuch nore than a geographi cal

fact. It is a political and noral fact -
the first community in which nmen set out in
principle to institutionalize freedom

7
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responsi bl e gover nment , and human
equality.”

Adl ai Stevenson

“This, then, is the state of the union:
free and restless, growing and full of
hope. So it was in the beginning. So it
shall always be, while God is willing, and
we are strong enough to keep the faith.”
Lyndon B. Johnson

“My God! How little do my countrynen know
what precious blessings they are in
possessi on of, and which no other people on
earth enjoy!”

Thomas Jefferson

“To the dim and bewldered vision of
humanity, God's care is nore evident in
sone instances than in others; and upon
such instances nen seize, and call them
providences. It is well that they can; but
it would be gloriously better if they could
believe that the whole natter is one grand

provi dence. ”
Geor ge Macdonal d

“Trust in the providence of God is not a
heaven-sent fornmula for the indolent, not a
way of bypassing responsibility with regard
to social and material concerns ... you
have to take on the affairs that cone your
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way, knowing that they cone from God and
nust be steered back again to him~”
Hubert von Zeller

REFLECTI ON: CONFI DENCE
Man has struggled with two perspectives. He
learns to have a confidence in his own
hands, in his own wit, in his owm w sdom
Then, when that fails him he despairs.
That is why man is confortabl e disregarding
God until he is in the foxholes of life.
VWen all is fair and good man is
confortable with hinmself but when the world
| oons | arge before him and events begin to
overwhel m him he wants to then call out to
God and ask Hmto take charge of life. Far
greater the man and superior his thinking
who understands that God has a plan for all
of His creation and that He is working to
nove His creation towards that end which He
has ordai ned and which is for the good of
all H s people.

STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON: VARI QUS
Proverbs 21:31, “The horse is made ready
for the day of battle, but the victory
bel ongs to the LorD.”

Deut eronony 20:4, “for the LORD your God is
he who goes with you to fight for you
against your enemes, to give you the
victory.”

Jerem ah 29:11, “For I know the plans I
have for you, declares the Lorp, plans for
whol eness and not for evil, to give you a

future and a hope.”
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DOCTRI NE: BELG C CONFESSI ON (1561)
ARTI CLE 13, We believe that the same GCod,
after He had created all things, did not
forsake them or give themup to fortune or
chance, but that He rules and governs them
according to His holy will, so that nothing
happens in this wor | d wi t hout H s
appoi ntnent; nevertheless, God neither is
the author of, nor can be charged with, the
sins which are conmitted. For Hi s power and
goodness are so great and inconprehensible,
that He orders and executes His work in the
nost excellent and just nmanner, even then
when devils and w cked nen act unjustly.
And as to what He doth surpassing human

under st andi ng, we wll not curiously
inquire into it further than our capacity
will admit of; but wth the greatest

humlity and reverence adore the righteous
judgrments of God which are hid from us,
contenting ourselves that we are disciples
of Christ, to learn only those things which
He has revealed to us in Hs Wrd wthout
transgressing these limts.

Thi s doctri ne af fords us unspeakabl e
consol ation, since we are taught thereby
that nothing can befall us by chance, but
by the direction of our nost gracious and
heavenly Father, who watches over us with a
paternal care, keeping all creatures so
under His power that not a hair of our head
(for they are all nunbered), nor a sparrow,
can fall to the ground, w thout the will of
our Father, in whom we do entirely trust;
being persuaded that He so restrains the
devil and all our enemes that, without Hs
will and pernission, they cannot hurt us.

Fo
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And therefore we reject that damable error
of the Epicureans, who say that God regards
not hi ng, but |eaves all things to chance.

[15]

Question: Explain the hopes you possess
fromthe goodness of the Cause.
Answer :
1. A good Cause puts life and courage
into the hearts of men.
2. A good Cause has God as an advocate

&
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3. A good Cause di scour ages and
i ntimdates t he enemi es of

ri ght eousness.
4. A good Cause w |l undoubtedly prevai
in the end.

THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON
“ln a just cause the weak wll beat the
strong. ”

Sophocl es

“The hunblest citizen of all the |land when
clad in the arnmor of a righteous cause, is
stronger than all the hosts of Error.”

W1 liam Jenni ngs Bryan

“Qurs is an abiding faith in the cause of
human freedom W know it is God' s cause.”
Thomas E. Dewey

“Respectable nen and wonen content with

good and easy living are mssing sone of

the nost inportant things in life.

Unless you give; vyourself to sone great

cause you haven't even begun to live.”
WlliamP. Merril

“The silent mpjority distrusts people who
bel i eve in causes.”
Bri an Moore
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“No cause is helpless if it is just.
Errors, no matter how popular, carry the
seeds of their own destruction.”

John W Scoville

“A bad cause will never be supported by bad
neans and bad men.” Thormas Pai ne

"The hunbl est citizen of all the |and, when

clothed in the garb of a righteous cause,

is stronger than all the hosts of error."
W liam Jenni ngs Bryan

REFLECTI ON: | DEALI SM
Idealism is the opposite of cynicism
Idealism is a belief in good and noble
goals and a habit of pursuing them An
idealists can see things in their ideal
form no matter what their condition at
present. An idealists is far from naive. An
idealists believes all things good are
possi bl e or at |east are worthy of pursuit.

STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON: 2 SAMUEL 22:1-4
And David spoke to the LorRD the words of
this song on the day when the LorD delivered
him from the hand of all his enemes, and
fromthe hand of Saul. He said,

“The LORD i s ny rock and ny fortress and
my deliverer, nmy God, ny rock, in whom|
take refuge, nmy shield, and the horn of
my sal vation, nmy stronghold and ny
refuge, ny savior; you save ne from
violence. | call upon the LoRD, who is
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worthy to be praised, and | am saved
from my enemies.”

After King David was rescued from the
nurderous attenpts on his life by Saul,
David sang a song to God reflecting his
understanding that it was God and God al one
that saved his life. Sever al of the
features presented in the song can help us
in times of despair when we call out to God
as wel | .
e God is my Rock - ny protection of
i naccessi bl e hei ght
e Cod is nmy Fortress & Shield - He is
ny protection and defense against
assaul t
e CGod is nmy Deliverer - The one who
makes it so that I can “go forth”
fromwhere | am

e He 1is "“My God” - The object of ny
faith and worship. He is living and
active.

e Cod is the Horn of ny Salvation - The
horn is the means of «calling for
attack or defense and is the synbol
of summoned power and strength in
action.

e God is ny Stronghold - A tower of
strength that stands firm agai nst an
attack

DOCTRI NE: SECOND HELVETI C CONFESSI ON (1566)
XVl.1, Christian faith is not an opinion or
human persuasion, but a sure trust, and an
evident and steadfast assent of the mnd;
it is a nost sure conprehension of the
truth of God, set forth in the Scriptures

8



A CHRISTIAN SOLDIER’S CATECHISM

Ad 4

and in the Apostles’ Creed; yea, and of God
Hi nmsel f, t he chi ef bl essedness; and
especially of God’s promise, and of Christ,
who is the consunmation of al | t he
prom ses. And this faith is the nere gift
of God, because God al one of Hi's power does
give it to Hs elect, according to neasure;
and that when to whom and how nuch He
will; and that by H's Holy Spirit, through
the nmeans of preaching the gospel and of
faithful prayer. This faith has also its
neasures of increase, which, unless they
were |ikewi se given of God, the apostles
would never have said, “Lord, increase our
faith” (Luke 17:5).

[16]

Question: Explain the reasons you believe
you will prevail and show what hope you
have fromthe goodness of the Cause.
Answer :
1. A good Cause puts life and courage
into men’s hearts.
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2. A good Cause has GOD ever siding with
it.

3. A good Cause daunts and disnmays the
adverse party.

4. A good Cause w |l undoubtedly prevai
in the end.

THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON
“Respectable nen and wonen content with
good and easy living are m ssing soneof the
nost inportant things in life. Unless you
give ;yourself to sone great cause you
haven't even begun to live.”

WlliamP. Merrill

“We are all ready to be savage in sone

cause. The difference between a good nan

and a bad one is the choice of the cause.”
WIliam James

“No man is worth his salt who is not ready
at all times to risk his well-being, to
risk his body, to risk his life, in a great
cause. ”

Theodor e Roosevel t

“The probability that we my fail in the

struggle ought not to deter us from the

support of a cause we believe to be just.”
Abr aham Li ncol n

“Once a man has made a commitment to a way
of life, he puts the greatest strength in
the world behind him |It's sonmething we
call heart power. Once a man has nmade this
conmitrment, nothing will stop him short of
success.”

Vi ncent Lonbar di

e
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“The liberties of our country, the freedom
of our civil Constitution, are worth
defending at all hazards; and it is our

duty to defend them against all attacks. W
have received them as a fair inheritance
from our worthy ancestors: they purchased

them for wus wth toil and danger and
expense of treasure and bl ood, and
transmtted them to us wth care and
diligence. It wll bring an everlasting

mark of infamy on the present generation,
enlightened as it is, if we should suffer
them to be wested from us by violence
wi thout a struggle, or to be cheated out of
them by the artifices of false and
designing men.”

Samuel Adans

“Confidence... thrives on honesty, on
honor, on the sacredness of obligations, on
faithful protection and on unsel fi sh

performance. Without them it cannot live.”
Franklin D. Roosevelt

REFLECTI ON: CONFI DENCE
Confidence can be as tricky as it is
sinmple. It is nothing nore than food-faith
or an assurance that a predictable reaction
will come from an anticipated action. Wen
we sit in a chair we have confidence that
the legs will hold us up, else, we wouldn’t
sit in the chair. As we grow, we receive an
education and then when we enter our
vocational fields, we are given additional
training or equipment as we need it to
acconplish our mssion. Wth each success
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our confidence grows. That is not a place
where confidence is tested however. Wien we
are taught what we need to know and given
all the resources necessary to acconplish a
task or a goal, there is no great claimto
virtue in believing the predictable wll
cone to pass. Wen we are called on to
reflect on all that God has done and to
trust that He is able to do far and above
anything we can inmagine, and then we are
called on to act in faith wthout the
adequate resources that guarantee success
by our own natural abilities, then we have
| earned the virtue of confidence.

STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON: JEREM AH 11: 20
“"The LORD made it known to me and | knew,

t hen you showed ne their deeds.

But | was like a gentle lanb led to the

sl aught er.

| did not know it was agai nst ne they
devised schemes, saying, ‘Let us destroy
the tree with its fruit, let us cut himoff
fromthe land of the living, that his nane
be remembered no more.’

But, O LorD of hosts, who judges

ri ghteously, who tests the heart and the
mnd, |let ne see your vengeance upon them
for to you have I committed my cause.”

Because of the prophet Jeremiah’s
condemmation of the people’s sins, even his
friends began to plot against him Jerem ah
knew nothing about the evil plots against
his Iife until God revealed it to him Then
Jerenmi ah equates his own purpose with the
cause of God. Had he not been speaking out
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about the things that offend God, they
would not have been upset and plotted
against him Jerem ah understood that his
purpose for living was to carry out the
cause o0of the Lord which was Jeremiah’s
cause as well.

For all who are in God, our purpose is
continually being changed into H s purpose.
Qur nmind is being conforned to the nmind of
Christ. CQur battles becone |less about
ourselves and nore about H m who called us
from death to life. W beconme |less and He
becomes nore.

DOCTRI NE: WCF (1647)
IX.4, Wen God converts a sinner, and
translates himinto the state of grace, He
freeth him from his natural bondage under
sin; and, by H's grace alone, enables him
freely to will and to do that which is
spiritually good; yet so, as that by reason
of his remaining corruption, he doth not

perfectly, nor only, wll that which is
good, but doth also wll that which is
evil.

[17]

Question: What is your encouragenment from
the course that has been taken?
Answer :
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1. In that al | fair and Christian
alternatives have been considered and
attenpted before we took up arnmns.

2. In that the wll of the Lord was
generally and earnestly sought before
t he busi ness of war was undert aken.

3. In that it was undertaken with good
advice, and is guided by a nultitude
of Counsel ors.

4. In that it is still followed with the
prayers and supplications of all the
faithful in the Land.

THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON
“Where no counsel is, the people fall: but
in the nmultitude of counselors there is
safety.”

Proverbs (ch. XI, v. 14)

“ln great straits and when hope is snall
the boldest counsels are the safest.”
Titus Livy, Annales (XXV, 38)

“He that won't be Counseled can't be
hel ped. ~
Benjami n Franklin

“W se | eaders general ly have W se
Counsel ors because it takes a w se person
t hensel ves to distinguish them ”

Di ogenes of Sinope

“They that will not be Counsel ed, cannot be
hel ped. If you do not hear reason she wll
rap you on the knuckles.”

Benjami n Franklin
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“He that gives good advice, builds with one
hand; he that gives good counsel and
exanple, builds wth both; but he that
gives good adnonition and bad exanple,
builds with one hand and pulls down with
the other.”

Franci s Bacon

“Peace if possible but truth at any rate.”
Martin Luther

REFLECTON: HUM LI TY
“Humility nakes the virtues discreet
unsel f - consci ous, al nost sel f - ef f aci ng.
Hum lity is not, however , a lack of

awareness; it is the extreme awareness of
the 1limits of all virtue and of one’s own
limits as well.”” For a man to remain
hunbl e, he has to prize truth above
appearance. He has to deal honestly wth
his limtations and engage them to i nprove
them |If a man is nore concerned wth
hiding his faults from others, then they
remain his weakness. Pride is said to go
before a fall. If a child is afraid for
people to know he can’t yet walk, then he
wi |l never |earn.

STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON: PSALM 25: 8- 10
“Good and upright is the LORD;, therefore he
instructs sinners in the way. He |eads the
hunble in what is right, and teaches the
hunble his way. All the paths of the LOrRD
are steadfast love and faithfulness, for
those who keep His <covenant and His
testimonies.”
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Wen we say that the Lord is upright, we
nean that He is acting according to His
prom se. The path or the way, are the paths
of His providence. God has a plan for H's
creation, He has already determ ned how
history will flow and culmnate in the end.

It is ours to remnin in Hs wll and
participate in that plan of history. Were
CGCod has revealed His wll, that is the

right way or path that we nust follow He
has condescended to us in order to teach us
the way that leads to Ilife. Wen the
Psal mi sts adds, “For those who keep His
covenant and His testimonies..” WwWe are
rem nded that the good things God has
planned for us are only for those who

consi stently, cour ageousl vy, and
sacrificially remai n cent ered in Hi s
providential plan. There are no other paths
t hat will | ead to happi ness and

sati sfaction. Peace can be purchased only
for a short time and the violence that is
postponed wll grow nore violent as it
cures and matures. To those who are self-
ri ghteous and think they depend on God for

nothing, he wll force H nmself against
their will and they will learn not of His
bl essings, but of Hi s righteous indignation
and wath. God wll reward those who

carefully guard what they have |earned and
seek His paths to truth and peace.

DOCTRI NE: SECOND HELVETI C CONFESSI ON (1566)
X.5, And when the Lord was asked whether
there were few that should be saved, He
does not answer and tell them that few or
many should be saved or dammed, but rather
He exhorts every man to “strive to enter in
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at the strait gate” (Luke 13:24): as if He
should say, It is not for you rashly to
inquire of these matters, but rather to
endeavor that you may enter into heaven by
the strait way.

[18]

Question; What has convinced you that our
cause is norally right and necessary to
fight for?
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Answer :

1. It is reassuring that the faithful
and godly nministers of this country
do support and side with our cause.

2. The other soldiers are generally full
of courage and resolution to do what
is right.

3. There is an inportant and overt
enphasi s on t he religious and
spiritual nature of our soldiers.

THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON
“It 1is fatal to enter any war without the
will to win it.”

General Dougl as MacArt hur

“The architects of this wickedness will
find no safe harbor in this world. W wll
chase our enenmies to the furthest corners
of this Earth. It nust be war wthout
quarter, pursuit wthout rest, victory
without qualification.”
Rep. Tom Del ay
Maj ority Whip, US House of Representatives

“I count him braver who overcones his

desires than him who conquers his enem es;

for the hardest victory is over self.”
Aristotle

“War is an ugly thing, but not the ugliest
of things. The decayed and degraded state
of nmoral and patriotic feeling which thinks
that nothing is worth war is nuch worse.
The person who has nothing for which he is
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willing to fight, nothing which is nore
i nportant than his own personal safety, is
a mserable creature, and has no chance of
being free unless made or kept so by the
exertions of better men than himself.”

John Stuart MII

“Confidence 1s contagious. So 1s lack of
confidence”
Vi nce Lonbar di

“It 1is 1in wvain, sir, to extenuate the
matter. GCentlenen may cry, Peace, Peace--
but there is no peace. The war is actually
begun! The next gale that sweeps from the
north will bring to our ears the clash of
resounding arnms! Qur brethren are already
in the field! Wiy stand we here idle? Wat
is it that gentlenmen w sh? Wat would they
have? |Is life so dear, or peace so sweet,
as to be purchased at the price of chains
and slavery? Forbid it, A mghty God! I
know not what course others nay take; but
as for ne, give ne liberty or give ne
death!”

Patrick Henry March 23, 1775

REFLECTI ON: DI SCERNIVENT
How can we know when we nust accept the
m sfortunes of war? A discerning person is
one with understanding conbined with the
ability to di scri m nate and sort
information related to the area under
consideration. It is nore than know ng
“what” something is. It is also know ng
what to “do” with t he know edge.

94




A CHRISTIAN SOLDIER’S CATECHISM

Discernnent is a sure sign that a man is
maturing and that his reason is beginning
to master his desires in order to guide his
will. Jesus acknow edged as much when he
lamented man’s double mindedness in Matthew
26:41 and the Apostle Janmes warned about
the war that takes place within a man
(James 1:8, 4:8). This inner war nust be
won for discernment to emerge as a virtue
of reason.

Oten our decisions are not bet ween
sonet hi ng good and bad but between to goods
or the lesser of tw evils. Mture and
rational t hi nki ng, i.e., di scer nnent ,
enabl es an individual to know which of the
two he should choose and to anticipate the
results from his choice. D scernnent is a
virtue because the virtues are concerned
with what makes a man good in his conduct.
Di scernnent gives a man the ability to see
what will make life good and what wll not
and to gather from that understanding of
what he shoul d do.

STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON: DEUTERONOWY 20: 1-4
“When you go out to war against your
enem es, and see horses and chariots and an
arny larger than your own, you shall not be
afraid of them for the LorD your God is
with you, who brought you up out of the
and of Egypt. And when you draw near to
the battle, the priest shall conme forward
and speak to the people and shall say to
t hem, ‘Hear, O Israel, today you are
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drawing near for battle against your
enemies: let not your heart faint. Do not
fear or panic or be in dread of them for
the LorD your God is he who goes with you to
fight for you against your enenmies, to give
you the victory.”

VWen the Israelites went into war, they
were faced with a superior army. The |ight
infantry of the Israelites faced Cavalry
and chariots. Yet they were told to not be
alarmed because they had not only the
prom se of God which is enough for any man,
but the historical evidence from their
Exodus from Egypt that God secures the
victory for those who are in Hs wll and
following H's path. The Israelites cane to
know the victorious power of God in the
face of overwhelmng odds. How nuch nore
has God proven Hinself for us now that we
have the victory won by Christ. Not only in
the fields of battle do we learn to |lean on
the Lord’s strength but in our battle for
personal holiness and virtue we find our

fleshly desires will overwhelmus if we do
not lean on God for strength and victory.
The inplenents of the world in our

spiritual battle are formnidable. The allure
of the flesh, the ease of wealth, the
satisfaction of status. But none of these
give us peace. Only Christ has won that
peace just as He has secured our victory on
the fields of battle, He has purchased our
peace w th God.

DOCTRI NE: SECOND HELVETI C CONFESSI ON (1566)
V.3, W&, in all dangers and casualties of
life, call on H m alone, and that by the
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nediation of the only Mediator, and our
i ntercessor, Jesus  Christ. For it is
expressly conmmanded us, “Call upon Me 1in
the day of trouble: | wll deliver thee,

and thou shalt glorify Me” (Psalm 50:15).
Moreover, the Lord has nmade a nost |arge
prom se, saying, ‘“Whatsoever ye shall ask
the Father,.. He shall give it you” (John
16:23); and again, “Come unto Me, all ye
that |abor and are heavy laden, and | will
give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). And seeing
it is witten, “How then shall they call on
Him in whom they have not believed?”
(Romans 10:14), and we do believe in Cod
al one; therefore we call upon H monly, and
that through Christ. “For there is one
God,” says the apostle, “and one mediator
between God and men, Christ Jesus” (1
Tinothy 2:5). Again, “If any man sin, we
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous,” etc. (1 John 2:1).

[19]

Question: What encouragenent in this war do
you receive from considering the noral |ax
and unri ght eous purposes of your enenies?
Answer: We nmay conclude that God will not
prosper them
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1. Because they are for the nost part
irreligious cultists and atheists,
with whom we have to deal

2. Because they are Blaspheners against
God.

3. Because they are for the nost part
i nhumane, barbarous and cruel

4. Because they are enemies to God, and
the power of goodness; and therefore
the Lord will scatter them

5. Because they are wlling to attack
the innocent and defenseless wthout
provocati on.

6. Because their goal and aim is death,
ours in battl e, their own in
martyrdom

THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON
“The terrible thing about terrorismis that
ultimately it destroys those who practice
it. Slowy but surely, as they try to
extinguish life in others, the light within

t hem di es. ”

Terry Waite (b. 1939)
British religious adviser,
host age i n Lebanon

"It seenms to nme a certainty that the
fatalistic teachings of Mhamed and the
utter degradation of the Arab wonen are the
out st andi ng causes for t he arrested
devel opnent of the Arab. He is exactly as
he was around the year 700, while we have
been devel opi ng. "

General George S. Patton

“f you are a terror to nmany, then beware
of many. ”
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Ausoni us

“A man can't be too careful in the choice
of his enemies.”

Gscar W/ de

“(We’ve increased) the anount of warrior-
type training we’re putting into the
schoolhouse .. (in) a program called Warrior
Ethos. Warrior FEthos basically is that
we’re Soldiers first, that we’ll never
quit, mssion will always cone first, we
refuse to accept defeat, and we’ll never
| eave an Anerican behind. Several years ago
we devel oped the Arny Val ues, seven val ues:
loyalty, duty, respect, selfless service,
honor, integrity and personal courage.”

Gen. Kevin P. Byrnes

“True nobility is exempt from fear.”
Marcus Tullius Cicero

“Put more trust in nobility of character
than in an oath.”

Sol on
REFLECTI ON: NOBI LI TY
A noble man is one that shows greatness in
character and heart. A noble man is

unconpronising in the maintenance of his
purity both in his noral and soci al
virtues. Nobility is the sum of all other
virtues. It is a synthesis of courage,
integrity, humlity, prudence and fidelity.
As the word “body” implies all he organs
contained in a body, so the word “nobility”
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inplies the sum of all other virtues.
Nobility knows what is right and has the
courage to stand up for what is noble and
good. Wherever there is evil, a noble nan
feels called to act . He  senses a
st ewardshi p that cannot allow evil to spoil
that which is good. Noble nmen are nen of
resol uti on, conpassion, faithfulness, and
cour age.

STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON: NUMBERS 10: 33- 35
“So they set out from the mount of the LORD
three days' journey. And the ark of the
covenant of the LorD went before them three
days' journey, to seek out a resting place
for them And the cloud of the LorD was
over them by day, whenever they set out
from the canmp. And whenever the ark set
out, Moses said, “Arise, O LORD, and |et
your enenmes be scattered, and let those
who hate you flee before you.”

Through all of their journeys, the Lord was
with the Israelites. The Ark contained the
tablets of the law rem nding people of the
basis of God’s covenant faithfulness to
them and they carried it with them wherever
they went. It is so closely associated with
CGod that it is called the Ark of God thirty
four times in the Ad Testanent. It is
often mentioned in association with God’s
power and gl ory.

Not only did they have the Ark to rem nd
them of God’s faithfulness and power, but
they had a cloud wth them as they
j our neyed on to inspire them with
confidence against their enemes. |In our
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present struggle against evil, it is the

sane confidence in the faithful ness, power
and glory of God that will give us victory
over evil. Ephesians 6:11-12 teaches us
that there are forces of evil at work in
the world that are enemies of God’s people.
These are ultimately not flesh and blood
but spiritual forces of evil that we war
agai nst. Qur unshakable confidence in God
and our unwavering commtnment to struggle
against evil spurs us on in the conflicts
ahead.

DOCTRI NE: R L. DABNEY’S SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY
XXIV.5 , “It is evidently the design of the
Scriptures to make nmuch of Satan and his
work. From first to last, the favorite
representation of the world’s history is,
that it is the arena for a struggle between
two kingdons - Christ’s and Satan’s. Christ
| eads the kingdom of the good, Satan that
of t he evil; though with di fferent
authorities and powers.. His dominion 1is
conpacted by fear and hatred of God, and
conmon purposes of nmalice. It is by their
concert of action that they seem to
approach so near o ubiquity in their
i nfluences. That Satan is also the tyrant
and head of sinful nen is equally plain.
Satan originated sin and remains the |eader
of the human and angelic hosts which he
seduced into hostility, and enploys themin
desperate resistance to Christ and His
Father.”
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[20]

Question: What does it nean when those
serving with you are so wlling and
positive about their purpose in this war?
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Answer :

1. It is an Argunent that God has raised
His servants to do sone great work
(Psal m 149: 5-9).

2. It is an Argunent that God will
prosper those whom He has nade so
willing, (Judges 5:2).

3. It is an Argunent that those who are
so willing and positive about their
purpose in this war, wll go on
cour ageousl y.

4. Is it an Argurment that they are so
sure of the right and good nature of
their Cause, that they will live and
die for it?

THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON:
“We are not ‘born again’ into soft and
protected nurseries, but in the open
country where we suck strength from the
very terror of the tempest. ‘W nust
through rmuch tribulation enter into the
ki ngdom of God. ""

Dr. J. H Jowett

“If a man hasn't discovered something that
he will die for, he isn't fit to live.”

Martin Luther King, Jr.

June 23, 1963

Speech in Detroit

"It is inpossible to win the race unless
you venture to run, inpossible to win the
victory unless you dare to battle."
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Ri chard M DeVos

“The will of God will never take vyou to
where the grace of God wll not protect
you. To gain that which is worth having, it
may be necessary to lose everything else.”
Bernadette Devlin

"That which | have preached | wll seal
with ny bl ood!"
Last Wrds of a Christian Martyr, Rogers

"Thou threatenest me with Fire which burns
for an hour, and so is extinguished; but
knowest not the Fire of the Future
Judgnent, and of that Eternal Punishment,
which is reserved for the Ungodly. But why
tarriest thou? Bring forth what thou wilt!"
The Christian Martyr Polycarp, 70AD

“Sel f-confidence is either a petty pride in

our own narrowness, or the realization of

our duty and privilege as God's children.”
Phi I i ps Brooks

“Jesus feels for thee; Jesus consol es thee;
Jesus will help thee. No nmpnarch in his
i npregnable fortress is nore secure than
the cony in his rocky burrow. The master of
ten thousand chariots is not one whit
better protected than the little dweller in
the mountain's cleft. In Jesus the weak are
strong, and the defenseless safe; they
could not be nmore strong if they were
giants, or nmore safe if they were in
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heaven. Faith gives to nen on earth the
protection of the God of heaven. Mre they
cannot need, and need not w sh. The conies
cannot build a castle, but they avai

t henselves of what 1is there already:
cannot make nyself a refuge, but Jesus has
provided it, H's Father has given it, His

Spirit has revealed it, and lo, again
tonight | enter it, and am safe from every
foe.”

Charl es Haddon Spurgeon

“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered
and said to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we
have no need to answer you in this nmatter.
If this be so, our God whom we serve is
able to deliver us from the burning fiery

furnace, and he will deliver us out of your
hand, O king. But if not, be it known to
you, O king, that we wll not serve your

gods or worship the golden image that you
have set up."
Dani el 3:16-18

REFLECTI ON: RESOLUTI ON
“The man who will not execute his
resol utions when they are fresh upon him
can have no hope from them afterwards; they
will be dissipated, lost and perish in the
hurry and scurry of the world, or sunk in
t he sl ough of indol ence”

Mari e Edgeworth
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Resol uti on is essenti al a state of
cognitive rest. A psychological state that
exi sts when a nan deci des what he accepts
as truth. There is no nore questioning or
i ndecision. For all the talk of “open
nm ndedness”, the only place of
psychol ogi cal peace of mind is the state of
“closed mindedness”. Wen a decision is
made, the m nd noves on to other things and
peace i s found.

A soldier must be resolute in his calling.
He nmust have a firm hold on his convictions
if he is to persevere in a time of war. The
time for decision has past. The decision is
made and the conflict is at hand. A man
cannot act and reconsider at the same tine.
Resol ution is indispensable for nmen at war.
“"Resolution” means that a soldier has
answered “what is worth dying for 2~

STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON: PSALM 149: 5-9
“"Let the godly exult 1in glory,; let them
sing for joy on their beds. Let the high
prai ses of God be in their throats and two-
edged swords in their hands, to execute
vengeance on the nations and puni shnents on
the peoples, to bind their kings wth
chains and their nobles with fetters of
iron, to execute on them the judgnent
witten! This is honor for all his godly
ones. Praise the LorD!”

Psalm 149 is a song of confidence in the
retribution of God against the enenies of
H's people. It renmenbers how Israel was
charged with destroying God’s enemies when
they cane into the pronmised land and it
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| ooks forward to that wultinmate judgnent
when all the enemies of God wll be

destroyed in H's righteous judgnent. The
doubl e edged sword of the Christian is the
Wrd of God. It is that Wrd that destroys
all arguments and every proud obstacle to
truth that man has contrived. It is that
Wrd that brings light into the darkness
that evil men love to dwell in. It is that
Word that pierces the soul of man and shows
him his guilt. It is that Wrd which wll
ultimately give God’s people their victory
over evil. It is that Wrd which is the
mnd of Cod, was rmanifested in the
i ncarnation of the Mssiah, and that goes
out in our tinme with the power of the
living Spirit of God, a power that cannot
fail (2 Tinmothy 3:16).

DOCTRI NE: WCF (1647)
|.4, The authority of the Holy Scripture,
for which it ought to be believed, and
obeyed, dependeth not upon the testinony of
any nman, or Church; but wholly upon God
(who is truth itself) the author thereof:
and therefore it is to be received, because
it is the Wwrd of God.

[21]
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Question: Wat do you conclude from the
good success that your side has already
had?

Answer :

1. That Al m ghty CGod has decl ar ed
H nmsel f allied to our cause.

2. That he has already discouraged our
enen es.

3. That we have every reason in the
world to trust God for the future,
who has done so much for us.

4. That the lord wll glorify Hinself
nore and nore for the sake of the
Gospel

THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON
"There are no nistakes, no coincidences,
all events are blessings given to us to
learn from"

El i sabet h Kubl er - Ross

“Victory belongs to the nbst persevering.”
Napol eon

“Never give up, never give in, and when the
upper hand is ours, may we have the ability
to handle the win with the dignity that we
absorbed the | oss.”
Doug Wl lians
“Never talk defeat. Use words |ike hope,
belief, faith, victory.”
Nor man Vi ncent Peal e

“"No one can defeat us unless we first
def eat oursel ves. ”

709



A CHRISTIAN SOLDIER’S CATECHISM

Dwi ght Ei senhower

“May God have mercy on my enemies because I
won’t”

General George S. Patton

"W cannot but acknow edge that God hath
graciously patronized our cause and taken
us under his special care, as he did his
anci ent covenant people,"

Sanuel Langdon, 1788

"I shall need...the favor of that Being in
whose hands we are, who |led our fathers, as
Israel of old, from their native |and and
planted themin a country flowing with all
the necessities and conforts of life."
Thomas Jef ferson

REFLECTI ON: ENCOURAGEMENT
A nman that possesses the virtue of
encouragenent is one that reflects the good
hopes and good possibilities to others and
spurs them on to action. Enough with the
prophets of doom and gloom God has been
good to those who have sought to do His
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wil and wal k in t he pat hs of

ri ghteousness. W all need nore people who
will take note of the successes of God’s
peopl e and encourage them to keep on both
in walking on the paths of righteousness
and in pursuing the cause God has set
before them Encouragenent calls up hope,
courage, and industry in others to help
themto do all that God has called themto
acconpl i sh.

STUDY AND MEDI TAI ON: EXODUS 17: 8- 13
“Then Anmal ek came and fought with Israel at
Rephidim So Moses said to Joshua, "“Choose
for us nen, and go out and fight wth
Amal ek. Tomorrow | will stand on the top of
the hill with the staff of God in my hand.”
So Joshua did as Mses told him and
fought with Amal ek, while Mses, Aaron, and
Hur went up to the top of the hill.
Whenever Moses held up his hand, Israel
prevailed, and whenever he Ilowered his
hand, Amal ek prevailed. But Mobses' hands
grew weary, so they took a stone and put it
under him and he sat on it, while Aaron
and Hur held up his hands, one on one side,
and the other on the other side. So his
hands were steady until the going down of
the sun. And Joshua overwhel nred Anal ek and
his people with the sword.”

Exodus 17 describes a nation of nomadic and
warl i ke people called Analekites descended
from Amal ek, the grandson of Esau.," The
Jewi sh historian Josephus tells us that
Amal ek was anong the six grandsons of Esau
by "Aliphaz and that "These dwelt in that

777




A CHRISTIAN SOLDIER’S CATECHISM

part of Ildumea called Gebalitis, and in
t hat denomi nated from Anal ek, Amal ekites &C
Antig. ii.1. In describing the attack of
the Amal ekites on Mses, he specifies their
country as "CGoblitis and Petra" (iii. 2).
These peopl e arrayed t hensel ves in
Opposi tion to the progress of God’s people.
God had given the people a charge to enter
and possess the Promised Land. To avoid the
conflict before them would pit them against
God. There was no way to peace with God
except through the Amalekites. They were
weary and | acked the resources to carry out
the battle. But God faithfully sustained
His people and acconplished Hs wll as
they act in concert and with valor.

God had already shown His ability to take
care of Hs people by providing water from
a spring bursting forth from a rock. Now,
in the face of an attacking eneny, the Lord
once again shows H's mraculous care for
H's people by giving them victory. This
power of God in their victory cannot be
confused with their own ability however.
God calls H's people to obedience and
faithfulness in the world. Wile God is in
control of world affairs and the events of
our lives, God calls us to act faithfully
in response to those events. So the life to
which we are called is a synthesis of
obedience to duty coupled wth enduring
trust in the soverei gn God.

DOCTRI NE: VESTM NI STER CONFESSION OF FAITH
(1647)

I11.1, God from all eternity, did, by the
nost wise and holy counsel for Hi's own
will, freely, and unchangeably ordain
what soever cones to pass: yet so, as
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thereby neither is God the author of sin,
nor is violence offered to the will of the
creatures; nor is t he liberty or

contingency of second causes taken away,
but rather established.”
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Question: What encouragenent do you have
fromthe support of our allies?
Answer :

1. W have cause to acknow edge Gods
great nercy, in bringing them to
assi st us in our cause.

2. Their nunbers and preparations are
i npressive, and they are courageous
in the face of evil.

3. They have given us enough assurance
of their allegiance to our nation and
to our cause.

4. They are as nmuch concerned with the
destruction of evil as we are, and
they are resolved to join wth us
against this common threat to our
Li berty.

THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON:
"It isn't until you begin to fight in your
own cause that vyou: (a) becone really
conmitted to wnning, and; (b) becone a
genuine ally of other people struggling for
their freedom™

Robi n Mor gan

“24A man of many conpanions may cone to
ruin, but there is a friend who sticks
closer than a brother.”

Proverbs 18: 24

"We cannot let terrorists hold this nation
hostage or hold our allies hostage."
Presi dent George W Bush

"CGeography has nade us neighbors. History

has made us friends. Econonics has made us
partners, and necessity has nmade us allies.
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Those whom God has so joined together, |et
no man put asunder."
Presi dent John F. Kennedy

"Neutral men are the devil's allies."”
Edwi n Hubbel Chapin

"The darkest places in hell are reserved
for those who remain neutral in tinmes of
nmoral crisis.”

Dant e

"Never doubt t hat a snall group of

t houghtful citizens can change the world.

Indeed, it is the only thing that ever
has. "

Mar gar et Mead

REFLECTI ON: CONFI DENCE

Confidence is a state of mind that reflects
an inner conviction and an expectation of
success. Confidence based on a man’s own
ability may rise and fall with the events
of the day but confidence based on the
power and fidelity of God will sustain a
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man to conplete any task the Lord places
before him Oten the Lord confirms a man’s
confidence as He calls to his aid others of
like mind and cause. The allies that gather
agai nst the storm of evil serve to reassure
one another that they are not alone in this
cause.

Utimately our peace nmust come from a
confidence in God and a conmitnment to live
virtuously and righteously rather than a
confi dence in short-1lived mat eri al
achi evenent s.

STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON: | SAI AH 13: 2-5
“On a bare hill raise a signal; cry aloud
to them wave the hand for them to
enter the gates of the nobles. 1 nyself
have commanded nmnmy consecrated ones, and
have summoned my mighty nen to execute ny
anger, ny proudly exulting ones. The sound
of a tumult is on the nmountains as of a
great multitude! The sound of an uproar of
ki ngdoms, of nations gathering together!
The LORD of hosts is nustering a host for
battle. They cone from a distant |and, from
the end of the heavens, the LORD and the
weapons of his indignation, to destroy the
whole land.”

In Isaiah 13, as the enemies of I|srael had
begun to gather in mass against the people
of God, a loud call went out from Cod
Hinself to gather His own allies in the war
against Evil. Battles that are waged for
the cause of righteousness and justice are
battles pitting good against evil. These
battl es have been waged since the beginning
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of tinme and will be waged until God has
vanqui shed evil forever.

On the top of a bare mountain with maxi num
visibility, the forces of good are
gathered. There the standard is raised
where all men in the cause of freedom can
gather. The standard is a call to those who
are far off to join the cause of the comon
good. No mamtter how great the gains of the
forces of evil, when God noves to destroy
them no arnmy wll stand against the
infinite Creator, no matter how great they
appear in the finite eyes of men.

DOCTRI NE: WCF (1647)
XXVI.1, Al saints, that are wunited to
Jesus Christ their Head, by His Spirit, and
by faith, have fellowship with Hmin Hs
grace, sufferings, death, resurrection, and
glory; they have communion in each other’s
gifts and graces, and are obliged to the
performance of such duties, public and
private, as do conduce to their rnutual
good, both in the inward and outward man.
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Questi on: Isn’'t it lamentable, t hat
Christians professing a common citizenship
in the Kingdom of God, should find on their
hands the blood of their brothers in
Christ?
Answer :

1. I confess it is tragic: but as the
situation now stands, there is an
i nevitabl e and absolute necessity of
fighting laid upon the people of God
in this cause.

2. God now calls upon us to avenge the
blood of H's Saints which has been
shed, and those other outrageous acts
or terror and war which have been
conmitted agai nst H' s people.

3. The whol e Church of God calls upon us
to cone in to the help of the Lord
and his people against this mghty
evil spreadi ng across the | ands.

4. Qur children and posterity call upon
us to maintain those Liberties, and
that Gospel, which we received from
our fore-fathers.

5. W are not now to | ook at our enemes
as brothers or Saints, but as the
enenies of God, and our Faith, and
allies of the Antichrist; and so our
eye is not to pity them nor our
sword to spare them as Jerem ah said
(48:10), “Cursed 1is he who does the
work of the LORD with slackness, and
cursed is he who keeps back his sword
from bl oodshed. ”

I NSPI RATI ONAL THOUGHTS:

“I will never forget that I am an American,
fighting for freedom responsible for ny
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actions, and dedicated to the principles
which made ny country free. | will trust in

ny God and in the United States of
Anerica. ”

US. Arned Forces code of Conduct, Article
VI

“The whole history of the progress of human
liberty shows that all concessions yet nade
to her august clains have been born of
earnest struggle. If there is no struggle,
there is no progress. Those who profess to
favor freedom and yet deprecate agitation,
are men who want crops wthout plow ng up
the ground, they want rain w thout thunder
and lightning. They want the ocean w thout
the awful roar of its many waters.”

Frederi ck Dougl ass (1818-1895)

“A man can be free even wthin prison
wal | s. Freedom 1is sonething spiritual.
VWoever has once had it, can never lose it.
There are sone people who are never free
outside a prison.”

Unknown

“Do not take thought for your persons or
your properties, but first and chiefly to
care about the greatest inprovenent of the
soul. | tell you that virtue is not given
by noney, but that from virtue cone nobney
and every other good of man, public as well
as private... The difficulty, my friends,
is not in avoiding death, but in avoiding
unri ght eousness; for that runs faster than
deat h. ~

Socr at es
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“Nobl e souls, through dust and heat, rise
from di saster and defeat the stronger.”
Henry Wadsworth Longfel |l ow

“Freedom is not an unlimted |icense, an
unlimted choi ce, or an unlimted
opportunity. Freedom is first of all a

responsibility before the God from whom we
cone. ”
Al an Keyes

| have often asked nyself why human bei ngs
have any rights at all. | always cone to
the conclusion that hunman rights, hunan
freedons, and human dignity have their
deepest roots somewher e out si de t he
perceptible world. These values are as
powerful as they are because, under certain
circunst ances, people accept them w thout
conpulsion and are wlling to die for
t hem ”

Vacl av Havel

REFLECTI ON: JUSTI CE
“To be perfectly just 1is an attribute of
the divine nature; to be so to the utnost
of our abilities, 1is the glory of man.”

Joseph Addi son
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It is puzzling how people that share a
citizenship in the Kingdom of God can seek
to destroy each other in the short tine
allotted to this life. Renmarkably, we find
that there are those who profess a faith
like our own yet they serve a different
master. Al we can hope for is that our
vision is clear and our cause is just. Cod
and God alone will be the judge of a man’s
soul. If a man is to die in the mdst of
rebellion, we can only trust God’s perfect
judgment. Qur conpassion for an errant
br ot her cannot di ssuade us from the greater
good of preserving life and liberty in our
cause. No matter what a man’s profession in
speech, if his actions have made him an
enemy of God then he is an eneny of m ne.

STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON: JOSHUA 7:19-22, 25, 26
“Then Joshua said to Achan, "My son, give
glory to the LORD God of Israel and give
praise to him And tell ne now what you
have done; do not hide it from me." 2°And
Achan answered Joshua, "Truly | have sinned
against the LORD God of Israel, and this is

what | did: ?when | saw anmpbng the spoil a
beauti f ul cloak from Shinar, and 200
shekels of silver, and a bar of gold
wei ghing 50 shekels, then | coveted them

and took them And see, they are hidden in
the earth inside my tent, with the silver
under neat h. "

2239 Joshua sent nessengers, and they ran to
the tent; and behold, it was hidden in his
tent with the silver underneath.

And Joshua said, "Wy did you bring trouble
on us? The LORD brings trouble on you
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today." And all Israel stoned him wth

stones. They burned them with fire and
stoned them with stones. 2And they raised
over him a great heap of stones that
remains to this day. Then the LORD turned
from his burning anger. Therefore, to this
day the nane of that place is called the
Valley of Achor.”

In Joshua 7, God had given specific
instructions that no plunder was to be
taken from the defeated armes falling
before the people of Israel. Achan saw sone
pi eces of silver and sone gold and decided
to increase his own personal portfolio. God
wanted faithfulness and obedience from a
pure and commtted people. Achan risked the
progress and success of God’s people by
rebelling and seeking his own progress
i ndependent of the good of all the other
peopl e. Achan’ s personal infidelity
introduced sin and rebellion against God
into the canp. The destruction of Achan
included all of his fanmly and servants.
This was to blot out his nane from any
future generations. The judgnent of God
against this offender was carried out by
those who knew him This nost difficult
task had to be conpleted and it required an
unconmprom sing vision for and an absolute
conmtrment to the purposes of God.

DOCTRI NE: CANONS OF DORT (1619)
Head 11, Article 1, God is not only
suprenely nerciful, but also suprenely

just. And his justice requires (as He hath
revealed himself in his Wrd), that our
sins committed against his infinite nmjesty
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shoul d be punished, not only with tenporal,
but with eternal punishnent, both in body
and soul; which we cannot escape unless
satisfaction be made to the justice of Cod.

/Qf
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Question: There are a great nmany anong our
enem es that are considered to be honest

men, will you nmake no distinction between
t hem and others in conbat?
Answer :

1. If they join thenselves wth the

mal i gnancy of our enenies, we cannot
di stinguish themfromthe nalignants.
2. It has to be confessed, that they
were never of us because they have
al i gned thensel ves with those who are

cruel and evil and when their
hypocrisy is exposed, they will prove
to be the nobst dangerous enenies of
all.

THOUGHTS FOR CONSI DERATI ON:
“As hypocrisy is said to be the highest
conpliment to virtue, the art of lying is
the strongest acknow edgrment of the force
of truth”

WIlliamHazlitt

“A hypocrite is in hinself both the archer

and the mark, in all actions shooting at
his own praise or profit.”

Thomas Fuller (1),

Holy and Profane States—The Hypocrite

(maximl, bk. V, ch. VIll)

“Hypocrisy is the homage which vice renders

to virtue.”
Francois Duc de | a Rochefoucaul d, Maxi nes
(218)
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“Not he who scorns the Savior’s yoke should

wear his cross upon the heart.”
Johann Christoph Friedrich von Schiller,
The Fight with the Dragon (st. 24)

“Away, and nock the tine wth fairest

show, False face nust hide what the false

heart doth know. ”

W1 Iliam Shakespeare, Macbeth (Macbeth at I,
Vii)

“How i nexpressible is the neanness of being
a hypocrite! How horrible is it to be a
m schi evous and mal i gnant hypocrite.”

Vol taire (Francois Marie Arouet Voltaire)

“For neither nman nor angel can discern

Hypocri sy, the only evil t hat wal ks
Invisible, except to God alone, By his
perm ssive will, through heav’n and earth.”
John M 1lton

Par adi se Lost (bk. 111, I. 682)

“The true hypocrite is the one who ceases
to perceive his deception, the one who lies
with sincerity.”

André G de

REFLECTI ON: FI DELI TY
In this case, fidelity is seen by it’s
opposite. No one who clains to |ove Christ
can serve him and oppose Him at the same
time. This is nmore than hypocrisy, it is
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infidelity. Fidelity is a commtnent to
what we have learned to be true. Infidelity
is not sinply a nmistake or indifference but
a deliberate disregard for the truth taught
in the past. Those who seek are apathetic
to the struggle against evil are not
indifferent, they have rejected truth and
are guilty of infidelity.

STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON: MATTHEW 23: 13- 15
“But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you shut the kingdom of
heaven in people’s faces. For you neither
enter yourselves nor allow those who woul d
enter to go in. We to you, scribes and
Phari sees, hypocrites! For you travel
across sea and land to meke a single
prosel yte, and when he becones a proselyte,
you nmake him twice as nuch a child of
hell as yourselves.”

Matt hew records Jesus scathing condemmati on
of those who shut up heaven from others by
their lying and self-serving hypocrisy. The
scribes and Pharisees would offer prayers
for the poor and the w dows naking them
think they were lifted up and approved by
God but all the while, their suppression of
truth kept the people fromthe know edge of
salvation. Is it any different when people
give their nmoney to the poor, travel great
di stances for their religion, faithfully
pray throughout the day, and yet, every one
they convert is twice as destined to Hell
as they are. Hypocrisy is action wthout
foundati on. Hypocrisy is appearance without
substance. Practice without truth is like a
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fork without food. No ampunt of appearance
will make one justified before a holy God.
John Calvin says, "“For this reason Isaiah

deri des t he pr epost er ous attenpts of
hypocrites, who zealously ainmed at an
external repentance by the observance of
cerenony, but in the neanwhile cared not
‘to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo
t he heavy burdens, and to |let the oppressed
go free’.”

DOCTRI NE: | NSTI TUTES OF THE CHRI STI AN

RELIGON I11.3.7
“Repentance proceeds from a sincere fear of
God. Before the mind of the sinner can be
inclined to repentance, he nust be aroused
by the thought of divine judgnment; but when
once the thought that God wll one day
ascend his tribunal and take an account of
all words and actions has taken possession
of his mind, it will not allow himto rest,
or have one moment’s peace, but wll
perpetually urge him to adopt a different
plan of life, that he may be able to stand
securely at that judgnent-seat. Hence the
Scripture, when exhorting to repentance,
often introduces the subject of judgnent as
in Jeremiah, ‘Lest my fury come forth like
fire, and burn that none can quench it,
because of the evil of your doings’
(Jerem ah 4:4) .”
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Question: Wwo do you believe are the
Authors and instigators of this unnatural
war ?

Answer :

1. This war was begun by those who
oppose the CGospel of Jesus Christ.

2. This war was begun by those who
despise the Liberty of nan and seek
to preserve sone control over
i gnorant masses.

3. This war was begun by those desiring
slavish control over free thinking
peopl e.

4. This war was begun to disrupt
peaceful societies and cause social
turnoil and political destabilization
in those societies.

5. This war has nade liberal use of
covert actions, parasitic invasions,
political manipulation, and sudden
violence to expand and protract the
conflict in obedience to teaching of
the Qu’ran,

“So when the sacred months have
passed away, then slay the
idol aters wherever you find
them and take them captive and
besiege them and lie in wait
for them in every anbush, then
if they repent and keep up
prayer and pay the poor-rate,
leave their way free to them
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surely Al ah is For gi vi ng,
Merciful” [Sura 9.5].

“Those who reject Islam must be
killed. If they turn back (from
Islam, take (hold of) them and

kill them wherever you find
them..: Surah 8:67, The Noble
Qu’ran

“It is not for a Prophet that
he shoul d have prisoners of war
(and free them wth ransom
until he had nmade a great
sl aughter (anmong his enem es)
in the land.” Surah 8:67, The
Noble Qu’ran

“And fight them until there 1is
no nmore Ritnah (disbelief and

pol ytheism i.e., worshipping
others besides Allah) and the
religion (worship) will all be

for Allah Alone [in the whole
of the world]. But if they
cease (wor shi ppi ng ot hers
besi des Allah), then certainly,
Allah is Al-Seer of what they
do.” Surah 8:39, The Noble
Qu’ran
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THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON.
"The world rmust be made safe for denocracy"
Woodrow T. W/ son
(28th president of the United)

“The terrorists were at war with us, but we
were not yet at war with them For nore
than 20 years, the terrorist t hr eat
gathered, and Anerica's response across
several administrations of both parties was
i nsufficient. Hi storically, denocratic
societies have been slow to react to
gathering threats, tending instead to wait

to confront threats until they are too
dangerous to ignore or wuntil it is too
late.”

Dr. Condol eezza Rice
As National Security Advisor

It is also a rem nder of the great purpose
of our great land, and that is to rid this

world of evil and terror. The evil ones
have roused a nmight nation, a mghty |and
And for however long it takes, | am
determ ned that we will prevail.

Presi dent George W Bush

In a second world war, we learned there is
no isolation from evil. W affirmed that
some crimes are so terrible they offend
humanity, itself. And we resolved that the
aggressions and anbitions of the w cked
nmust be opposed early, decisively, and
collectively, before they threaten us all.
That evil has returned, and that cause is
renewed. Presi dent George W Bush
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Gven the neans, our enemes wuld be a
threat to every nation and, eventually, to
civilization itself. So we're determined to
fight this evil, and fight until we're rid
of it. W will not wait for the authors of
nmass nurder to gain the weapons of nmss
destruction. W act now, because we nust
l[ift this dark threat from our age and save
generations to cone.

Presi dent George W Bush

REFLECTI ON: CONVI CTI ON
“Never, "for the sake of peace and quiet,"

deny your own experience or convictions"
Dag Hammar skj ol d

In the days of struggle we are apt to find

ourselves in, it wil | be only our
convictions that what we struggle for is
true and what we war against is evil. If we

falter in that sinple conviction, we wll
“blink” and give our eneny an opportunity
to destroy us. It is beconming our duty to
remai n steadfast in our convictions despite
those with small voices and | arge platforns
who seek to convince us otherw se. Test
your own convictions to see if they are
good, honest, and worthy. If they are all
of those things, then you will outlast any
enenmy that serves a |esser conviction than
your own.

/3/
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STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON | SAl AH 61:1
“The Spirit of the Lord G is upon ne,
because the LOrRD has anointed ne to bring
good news to the poor; he has sent ne to
bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim
liberty to the captives, and the opening of
the prison to those who are bound.”

Many have called “The Spirit of the Lord”,
God’s Tempest! Rather than falling like a
gentle dew in the norning, He cones like a
storny wind over raging waters. This Spirit
of the Lord conmes to powerfully proclaim
God’s Word and His plan for Man. This
powerful proclamation let’s us know that
this is from God Hi nsel f.

In Isaiah 61, the Spirit teaches that God
has anointed Israel to proclaim and bring
Hs Good News to all people who wll
receive it. God will nercifully ninister to
the brokenhearted, He wll authoritatively
proclaim liberty to those held hostage to
fear, oppression and death, and He will set
free those who are bound by oppression and
sin.

From Israel cane the Messiah, Jesus Chri st
who proclained this very nmessage and
acconplished it on the cross. That was not
the end, it was only the beginning. Now the
church continues the proclamation of the
Good News as the body of Christ until He
returns.

N
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DOCTRI NE: I NSTI TUTES OF CHRI STI AN RELI G ON
Book |, Chapter V, It is inpossible to

doubt the punishment of crinmes; while at
the sanme tine he, in no unequivocal nanner,
declares that he is the protector, and even
the avenger of innocence, by sheddi ng
bl essings on the good, hel ping their
necessities, soothing and solacing their
griefs, relieving their sufferings, and in
all ways providing for their safety. And
t hough he often permits the guilty to exult
for a time with inpunity, and the innocent
to be driven to and fro in adversity, nay,
even to be wickedly and iniquitously
oppressed, this ought not to produce and
uncertainty as to the wuniform justice of
all his procedure.
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Question: Do not many of them that you
count your enenmies, stand for “Religion” as
wel | as you?

ANSVEER

1. Yes, and sone it would seem do better
than we do; for we often pretend it,
and they intend it but only in
madness. Wio but nmad nen can think
that Terrorists will fight in defense
of religious liberty and freedom

2. Neither is it to be imagined, that
men so |oose, lewd, and w cked, as
nost of the Jihadists, terrorists,
and extremists are, should really
intend the preservation of religious
liberty or any thing else that is
good.

3. W know that nurderous villains such
as Osama bin Laden and Abu-Misab al -
Zar qawi pr et end to fight for
Rel i gion, yet they commt every form
of atrocity known to man in their

religi ous zeal . Rat her t han
preserving religion, t hey risk
everyt hi ng religion t eaches to

advance thensel ves.

4. Qur outrage and pursuit of those whom
the world acknowl edged as zealots
sufficiently shows how we actually
stand for true religious fidelity.
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5. Qur foes stand for religion just as
the Ephesians stood for Diana, in
Acts 17.

a. They stand for false prophets
b. They stand for i gnom ni ous
cl ergy

c. They stand for soul-starving
scriptures

d. They stand for a Ilitany of
enpty religious cerenpnies

e. They stand against religious
liberty

f. They stand against individua
consci ence

THOUGHTS FOR CONSI DERATI ON

Various kinds of ideas can be classified by
their relationship to the authentication
process. There are ideas systematically
prepared for authentication ("theories"),
ideas not derived from any systenatic

process ("visions"), ideas which could not
survive any reasonabl e aut henti cati on
process ("illusions"), ideas which exenpt

t hensel ves from any authentication process
("nyths"), ideas which have already passed
aut hentication processes ("facts"), as well
as ideas known to have failed- or certain
to fail- such processes ("falsehoods" -
both m stakes and |ies).

Thonmas Sowel |

If there were a verb neaning "to believe
falsely,” it would not have any significant
first person, present indicative.

Ludwig Wttgenstein
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I always divide people into two groups.
Those who live by what they know to be a
lie, and those who live by what they
beli eve, falsely, to be the truth.
Chri st opher Hanpton

Fal sehood is often rocked by truth, but she
soon outgrows her cradle, and discards her
nur se. George Col man "The Younger"

Better suffer for truth, than prosper by
f al sehood. Dani sh Proverb

Rel i gi on nmust be taught, not forced.
Latin Proverb
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REFLECTI ON: NOBI LI TY
It is not enough to profess sonme form of
religion or religious virtue. That religion
nmust be able to denobnstrate consistency
with the character of God evidenced
ever ywher e and particul arly in t he
Christian Scriptures. Men so convinced of
the truth and veracity of those sane
scriptures, are then conpelled to act in
obedience to them There is a perfect
har mony between the Christian faith as it
is taught in the scriptures and the rest of
creation. Al that is noble and good is
taught to man by God there. Exam ning the
Commandnents from Exodus or the Beattitudes
in Matthew denonstrates the order and the
grace of the Christian faith. Men of
nobility strive to avoid any form of
hypocrisy by giving full expression to the
doctrines of Christianity. That testinony
will shane our eneny and encourage our
friends.

STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON: ACTS 17:22-31
“So Paul, standing 1in the midst of the
Areopagus, said: "Men of Athens, | perceive
that in every way you are very religious.
For as | passed along and observed the
objects of your worship, | found also an
altar with this inscription, "To the
unknown god.' What therefore you worship as
unknown, this | proclaim to you. The God
who made the world and everything in it,
being Lord of heaven and earth, does not
live in tenples made by man, nor is he
served by human hands, as though he needed

i~
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anything, since he himself gives to al

mankind |life and breath and everything. And
he made from one man every nation of
mankind to live on all the face of the
earth, having deternmined allotted periods
and the boundaries of their dwelling place,
that they should seek God, in the hope that
they mght feel their way toward him and
find him Yet he is actually not far from

each one of wus, for" '"In him we live and
nove and have our being' as even sone of
your own poets have said, "'For we are

indeed his offspring.' Being then God's
of fspring, we ought not to think that the
divine being is like gold or silver or
stone, an inmage fornmed by the art and
i magi nati on of man. The tines of ignorance
God overlooked, but now he conmands al

peopl e everywhere to repent, because he has

fixed a day on which he wll judge the
world in righteousness by a man whom he has
appoi nt ed; and of this he has given

assurance to all by raising him from the
dead. "

In Acts 17, Paul stood in the niddle of a
large gathering of men who inmgined
t hensel ves to be anbng the nost religious
men in the world. It was said that it was
easier to find an idol in Athens than it
was a nan. So concerned were they that a
god night be offended that they even
created an altar to any unknown god. Paul
respectfully acknow edges their religious
devotion, however msguided it may have
been. VWhile respecting their religious
zeal, Paul doesn’t hesitate to speak the
truth against all that they believe. He
didn’t do this to condemn, that will be
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done by God, rather, he did it out of
conpassi on and obedi ence. Paul was

conpassionate towards the ignorant and
nmsled and he was obedient to the conmand
of Christ that he should be a vessel of
ri ghteousness carrying forth the good news
t hat God has nmde a way to escape
condemat i on br ought by religious
specul ation and superstition. Paul brings
the Gospel of Peace and the know edge of
the true God to paranoid people striving to
satisfy the religious requirenents laid
upon them by nen. Rather than a religion
crafted in the mind of men, Paul brings
them sonmething conpletely different and
reveals to them that the one true CGod is
where we all have our existence. God
doesn’t belong to any one government or
nati on but all peoples everywhere belong to
Hm And, all peoples everywhere wll be
hel d accountable to their response to His
revel ation of truth which they have
recei ved.

DOCTRI NE: BELG C CONFESSI ON (1561)
Article 1, W believe with the heart, and
confess with the nouth, that there is one
only sinple and spiritual Being, which we

cal | God; and that He is eternal,
i nconmpr ehensi bl g, i nvi si bl e, i mut abl e,
infinite, almghty, perfectly wse, just,

good, and the overflowing fountain of all
good.
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Question: Do you think that there will be a
Reformation of these things, before we
shal | enjoy any peace?

Answer: Yes, there nust be for these
reasons.

1. Because a just God is not unconcerned
with the plight of H's people.

2. His anger is roused by unholy
Covenants made in false religion and
ungodly rebellions.

3. God is concerned for the just, the
wi dows, t he or phans, and the
def ensel ess. Surely He has not turned
H's gaze away from the oppressed
Arabs under the terrorist’s control.

4. Because every Century or so the
Church has undergone reformation.

5. Because the Devil and his Instruments
have beconme so stirred up in this
conflict, being let |oose for a tinme.

6. Because the Church of Christ in all
of Christendom prays for, and expects
ref ormati on.

7. Because the measure of our enemes
iniquities is becom ng full
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THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON:
Let your religion be less of a theory and
nmore of a love affair.

G K. Chesterton

The American Revolution was a beginning,
not a consunmati on.
Wbodr ow W son

You are a human being. You have rights
i nherent in that reality. You have dignity
and worth that exists prior to |aw

Lyn Beth Neyl on

Freedom has its life in the hearts, the
actions, the spirit of nen and so it nust
be daily earned and refreshed - else like a
flower cut fromits life-giving roots, it

will wither and die. Dwi ght D. Ei senhower
This, then, is the state of the union:
free and restless, growing and full of

hope. So it was in the beginning. So it

shall always be, while God is willing, and

we are strong enough to keep the faith.
Lyndon B. Johnson

I would remind you that extremism in the
defense of liberty is no vice!l And let me
remnd you also that noderation in the
pursuit of justice is no virtue.

Barry Col dwat er
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G ve to every hunan being every right that
you claimfor yourself.

Robert I ngersoll

It is easy to take liberty for granted,
when you have never had it taken from you.
Vi ce- Presi dent Ri chard Cheney

REFLECTI ON: PURI TY
“To reform a world, to reform a nation, no
wise man wll undert ake; and all but

foolish nmen know that the only solid,
though a far slower reformation, is what
each begins and perfects on himself.” Thonmas
Carlyle

Purity has becone a flexible word with all
but the proper connotations. Wen the word
is used today, it is alnpst exclusively
reserved for sexuality. It has other
equal ly valuable uses. Purity in thought
and conduct can nean that an individual
possess a doctrine or view untainted by
errors injected by other nen. Certainly
that is a purity we ought to strive for.
Only by seeking a purity in our religious
views and occupations can we see a
reformati on of religious thought. When nen
become concerned with pure doctrine rather
than political innovations, the Church will

see a reform of conviction that will alter
the religious |landscape far into the
future.
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STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON: | SAl AH 29: 18- 24
“In that day the deaf shall hear the words
of a book, and out of their gloom and
darkness the eyes of the blind shall see.

The nmeek shall obtain fresh joy in the
LORD, and the poor anbng nankind shall
exul t in t he Hol y One of | srael.

For the ruthless shall conme to nothing and
the scoffer cease, and all who watch to do
evil shall be cut off, who by a word nmake a
man out to be an offender, and lay a snare
for him who reproves in the gate, and with
an enpty plea turn aside himwho is in the
right.

Therefore thus says the LORD, who
redeened Abraham concerning the house of
Jacob: "Jacob shall no nore be ashamed, no
nore shall his face grow pale. For when he
sees his children, the work of ny hands, in
his mdst, they will sanctify my name; they
will sanctify the Holy One of Jacob and
will stand in awe of the God of Israel. And
those who go astray in spirit will come to
under st andi ng, and those who nurnur wll
accept instruction."

Isaiah points out that despite God’'s
conmand to trust only in H m and not call
out to pagan nations for protection, the
Assyrian shadow had fell upon Jerusal em and
the tenptation to call for Egyptian help
was overwhel ni ng. The ki ng, Hezeki ah,
struggled to believe and wanted the
security of an earthly ally. He had | earned
to rely upon man rather than God al one. He
was not alone. The people of God had also
turned away. They inmagi ned that God didn’t
see their injustice and selfish actions.
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They wanted all the appearances of a pious
people but their hearts had forgotten the

way of grace. Now, the prophet |saiah
rem nded the people that God had seen
everyt hi ng. He had seen and knew
everything, including their hearts. The

people learned that God is never ignored,
He is weither believed and followed or
rebell ed against. There is no neutrality.
Thus, the people had actually been in
rebellion against God in their selfish
pursuits, they had plotted against God
because they had not planned to live for
H m

| sai ah described the marks of a fallen and
corrupt people of God and prom sed that
things were going to change. He pronised a
new age and a tinme of rejoicing. |saiah
gave them a glinpse of a revived and pure
peopl e, a church, cleansed by the action of
God. This work of God is in keeping with
His prom se to Abraham that anyone who is
in Christ will receive the blessings God
promi sed to Abraham Their shame wll be
renoved and they wll be mde a clean

virtuous, and redeened people. God Hinself
will transform the world He created from
one which the ruthless and evil doers have
turned into gloom and darkness into one
peace and justice in which the hunble wll

rejoice. This is the Messianic age.
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DCCTRI NE: WLLIAM G T. SHEDD
“Sanctification though progressive is not
conplete in this life: 'If we say we have
no sin, we deceive ourselves’ (1 John 1:8,
10); ‘brethren, I count no myself to have
apprehended, but | press toward the mark’
(Philippians 3:12-14); ‘I know that in me,
that is in ny flesh, dwells no good thing.
| see another law in nmy nenbers, warring
against the law of my mind’ (Romans 7:18,
23; Gal atians 5:7). Sanctification is
conmpleted at death: ‘The souls of believers

at their death are nmade perfect in
holiness’ (Westminster Shorter Catechism Q.
37). The heavenly Jerusalem contains ‘the

Spirits of just men made perfect’ (Hebrews
12:23); ‘we shall be like him, for we shall
see him as he is’ (1 John 3:2): ‘absent
from the body and present with the Lord’ (2
Corinthians 5:8); ‘Christ loved the church
that he mght sanctify it and resent it to
hinsel f a gl orious church not having sot or

wrinkle’ (Ephesians 5:27); ‘now we see
through a glass darkly; but when that which
is per fect is come, face to face’ (1

Corinthians 13:12); ‘the pure in heart
shall see God’ (Matthew 5:8); ‘blessed are
the dead who die in the Lord’ (Revelation
14: 13.

Sanctification once begun is never wholly
lost. It fluctuates with the fidelity of
the believer, but he never falls back into
the stupor and death of the unregenerate
state..”®



A CHRISTIAN SOLDIER’S CATECHISM

Ad [y

PART II

The Qualification of our Soldiers
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.,

Question: What are the principal things
required of a soldier?
Answer :
1. That he be religious and godly.
2. That he be courageous and valiant.
3. That he be skillful in the Mlitary
Pr of essi on.

THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RI ATl ON
“A few honest men are better than numbers.”
diver Cromel |

Build ne a son, O Lord, who will be strong
enough to know when he is weak, and brave
enough to face hinself when he is afraid,

one who wll be proud and unbending in
honest defeat, and hunble and gentle in
vi ctory. General Dougl as MacArt hur

“The military virtues are: bravery in the
sol dier, courage in the officer, valor in
the general, but guided by the principles
or order and discipline, domnated by
vigilance and foresight”.

General Al exander Suvarov
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"The character of a soldier is high. They
who stand forth the forenost in danger, for
the comunity, have the respect of mankind.
An officer is nmuch nore respected than any
other man who has as little noney. In a
conmmer ci al country, money  wil | al ways
purchase respect. But you find, an officer,
who has, properly speaking, no noney, is
every where well received and treated with
attention. The character of a soldier
al ways stands himin good stead."

Boswel I : Life

“Obedi ence to | awful authority is the
foundati on of nmanly character.”
Robert E. Lee

“A nobl e man conpares and estimates hinself
by an idea which is higher than hinself;
and a nmean nan, by one |lower than hinself.
The one produces aspiration; the other am
bition, which is the way in which a vulgar
man aspires.” Mar cus Aurelius

REFLECTI ON: RELI ABI LI TY
Reliability is a virtue that is born of
both conpetence and fidelity. It is a blend
of the intellect and the will. A reliable
person is one aware of his duties and able
to carry themout. He also desires to carry
them out and so, rather than doing what is
required, he does what is necessary and
perhaps even nore. A reliable man is
trusted to do his duty and keep the good
faith of his superiors.
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STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON 1 CHRONI CLES 5: 18-22
“The Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-
tribe of Manasseh had valiant nmen who
carried shield and sword, and drew the bow,
expert in war, 44,760, able to go to war.
They waged war against the Hagrites, Jetur,
Naphi sh, and Nodab. And when they prevailed
over them the Hagrites and all who were
with them were given into their hands, for
they cried out to God in the battle, and he
granted their wurgent plea because they
trusted in him They carried off their
l'i vestock: 50,000 of their canels, 250,000
sheep, 2,000 donkeys, and 100,000 nen
alive. For many fell, because the war was
of God. And they lived in their place until
the exile.”

1 Chronicles 5 records the events in the
war of the trans-Jordanic tribes of |srael
with the Arabic tribes. The men are called
valiant warriors. They were nmen carrying
shields for defense and sword for the
of fence. There were others who drew the bow
as skilful bownen. They were trained in the
art of war and executed their profession
with expertise. The war described here was
a serious conflict with significant
consequences. The possession of the |and
was at stake. The procession of the |and
for the raising of Ilivestock was such a
serious matter t hat wars leading to
exterm nation of the eneny was accepted as
the norm. The enemy of God’s people, though
out nunbering the Israelites, fell in great
nunmbers and suffered an horrendous defeat
because this was a “war of God”. The people
called out to God and because of their



A CHRISTIAN SOLDIER’S CATECHISM

Ad 4

sincerity of faith in Hm God delivered
their enenmes to them

DOCTRI NE: SECOND HELVETI C CONFESSI ON (1566)
XIl.1, W teach that the will of God is set
down unto us in the law of God, to wt,
what He would have us to do, or not to do,
what is good and just, or what is evil and
unjust. Wt therefore confess that :the |aw
is holy,.. and good” (Romans 7:12); and that
this law is, by the finger of God, either
witten in the hearts of nmen (Romans 2:15),
and so is called the law of nature, or
engraven in the two tables of stone, and
nore largely expounded in the books of
Moses (Exodus 20:1-17; Deuteronony 5:22).
For plainness’ sake we divide it into the
nor al law, which is contained in the
conmandnents, or the two tables expounded
in the books of Mdses; into the cerenonial,
which does appoint cerenonies and the
worship of God; and into the judicial |aw,
which is occupied about political and
donestic affairs.

e
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[29]

Question: How do you prove that a soldier
shoul d be religious?
Answer :

1

By Scripture,

Deut eronony  23:9, "When you are
encanped agai nst your enemes, then
you shall keep yourself from every

evil thing.”

Luke 3:14, “Soldiers also asked him,
'‘And we, what shall we do?’ And he
said to them, 'Do not extort money
from anyone by threats or by false
accusation, and be content with your
wages.’"

Because soldiers nust face death and
be assured of their eternal destiny
Because soldiers stand in continual
need of God’s help.

Because every war is a religious war
wei ghi ng heavy on t he nor a
convi ctions of nen.

Because the nost courageous and
virtuous armes of history have been
arm es of deep religious conviction.

Because a well ordered Arny is a
School of Virtue t eachi ng t he
di sci plines of:

a. Loyalty

b. Duty

c. Responsibility

d. Selfless-service

e. Honor

77
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f. Integrity
g. Personal Courage
h. Respect

THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON
“l never had a policy; | have just tried to
do nmy very best each and every day.”

Abr aham Li ncol n

7l hate mankind, for | think nyself one of
the best of them and | know how bad |
am ” Samuel Johnson
“Love all, trust a few, do wong to none.”

W | iam Shakespeare

“Character is doing the right thing when
nobody's | ooki ng. There are too many
peopl e who think that the only thing that's
right is to get by, and the only thing
that's wong is to get caught.” J.C Watts

“If you have integrity, nothing else
matters. If you don't have integrity,
not hing el se natters.” Al an Si npson

”Char act er is rmuch easier kept t han
recovered. ” Thonmas Pai ne
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”Sel fishness is not living as one wi shes to

live, it is asking others to live as one

wi shes to live.” Oscar W de,
The Soul of Man Under Socialism

"I hope | shall possess firmmess and virtue
enough to maintain, what | consider the
nost enviable of all titles, the character
of an ‘honest man.’ Your honesty influences
others to be honest."

George Washi ngton, Anerican president

REFLECTI ON: | NTEGRI TY
The root of the word integrity comes from
the Latin meaning “wholeness”. That is an
apt description of a man of integrity, he
is whole and undivided. He speaks with a
singl e purpose and cannot be described as

doubl e- ni nded or t wo- f aced. Good
citizenship can pretend many virtues but
integrity belongs to the inner man, it
springs directly from the heart. Integrity

cannot be pretended. People may be fool ed
but in fooling them integrity has not
actually been pretended, but dishonesty
energed as a character trait.

The first place integrity is exercised is
with the self, then with God, and then the
world. If either of the first two are
negl ect ed, t he | ast wil | never be
consi stently tried.

/J’f
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STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON: 1 PETER 1:13-19
“Ther ef or e, preparing your nm nds for
action, and being sober-m nded, set your
hope fully on the grace that wll be

brought to you at the revelation of Jesus
Christ. As obedient children, do not be
conformed to the passions of your forner
i gnorance, but as he who called you is
holy, you also be holy in all your conduct,
since it is witten, "You shall be holy,
for I am holy." And if you call on him as
Fat her who judges inpartially according to
each one's deeds, conduct yourselves wth
fear throughout the tine of your exile,
knowing that you were ransomed from the
futile ways i nherited from your
forefathers, not wth perishable things
such as silver or gold, but wth the
precious blood of Christ, like that of a
l anb wi t hout bl em sh or spot. ”

A Christian soldier’s mind must be prepared
and set for action. The |anguage here makes
us think of a runner with his feet in the
starting blocks waiting for the sound to
begin his sprint. Never knowing when the

call will cone, a soldier nust always have
his affairs in order and always conduct
hinself as if the hour he lives will be the

hour of his testing. Thus, sober-ni ndedness
or clear focus is necessary as a nental
discipline for soldiers. There is no
oppor tunity for a soldier’s mind to wander.
Virtuous character requires a vigilant
mind. Finally, a soldier’s hope when facing
danger cannot be in the praise of the
citizens or even on the conpetence of
conmanders or equiprment but only on that
finished work of Jesus Christ that grants a

A
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peace in the soul unknown by the w cked and
unjust. Wiile our eneny dies in fear, we
are able to die in a sure confidence that
we go on to sonething far better.

DOCTRI NE: WCF (1647)
XIX.5 The noral law doth forever bind all,
as well justified persons as others, to the

obedi ence thereof; and that, not only in
regard of the matter contained in it, but
also in respect of the authority of God the
Creator, who gave it. Neither doth Christ,
in the gospel, any way dissolve, but nuch
strengthen this obligation.
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[30]

Question: Wiwo are the chief offenders
against this rule?

Answer: Those Sol diers that give thensel ves
to Wioring and Uncl eanness; not only
privately by practice, but also publicly by
theory, and supporting such causes that
pronote i moral and ungodly conduct.

THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON:

“Do we think that when the day has been
idly spent and squandered away by us, we
shall be fit to work when the night and
dar kness conme -- when our understanding is
weak, and our nmenory frail, and our wll
crooked, and by long custom of sinning
obstinately bent the wong way, what can we
then do in religion? What reasonable or
acceptable service can we then perform to
God? When our candle is just sinking into

the socket, how shall our light "so shine
before nen that they nmay see our good
works"?... | wll not pronounce anything
concerning the inpossibility of a death-bed
repentance, but | am sure that it is very
difficult, and, | believe, very rare.”

John Tillotson
“A sinning man will stop praying. A praying

man will stop sinning.”
Unknown
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“f... you are ever tenpted to think that

we nodern Western Europeans cannot really
be SO very bad because we are,

conparatively speaking, humane -- if, in
ot her words, you think God m ght be content
with us on that ground -- ask yourself

whet her you think God ought to have been
content with the «cruelty of past ages
because they excelled in courage or
chastity. You will see at once that this is
an inpossibility. From considering how the
cruelty of our ancestors |looks to us, you
may get sone inkling of how our softness,
worldliness, and timdity would have | ooked
to them and hence how both must |ook to
God. ~

C. S Lews
“We know that wunholy nen, in order to
gratify the flesh, anxiously lay hold on
what ever is set forth in Scripture

respecting the infinite goodness of God;
and hypocrites also, as far as they can,
mal i ci ously darken the know edge of it, as
though the grace of God extinguished the
desire for a godly life, and opened to
audacity the door of sin.”

John Calvin (Commentary on Romans 12:1)

“Get correct views of life, and learn to
see the world in its true light. It wll
enable you to live pleasantly, to do good,
and, when summoned away, to |eave w thout
regret.”

Robert E. Lee

/J’”;
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REFLECTON: LUCI DI TY
Lucidity is an transparency. It is clarity
in thinking. It is honesty about the

objective truths of life. I ntellectual
courage is a refusal to act on the basis of
fal sehood. It is easy to “go along with

popular conventions” rather than to think
t hor oughly about the virtues and the axions
of life. It takes courage to cone under
conviction and |ive accordingly. The path
of least resistance is found in follow ng
the mndless currents of popular behavior.
Blending in and remaining a part of the
anonynmous collective gives a false peace
that hides our loss of individuality. The
ri sk of owning our convictions and decidi ng
Upon truth is called, “lucidity.”

STUDY AND MEDI ATI ON: ROVANS 12:1-2
“I appeal to you therefore, brothers,!by the
nercies of God, to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to
God, which is your spiritual worship. Do
not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewal of your mnd,
that by testing you nmay discern what is the
will of God, what is good and acceptable
and perfect.”

Paul is making an urgent appeal to his
readers. Their notivations to follow after
God’s law have Dbeen diminished by their
m sunder st andi ng of forgiveness and grace.
Knowi ng they can do nothing in the flesh to
nmerit sal vati on, t hey have wrongl y
concluded that their conduct is outside of
God’s interest. Paul is telling them that

7 J’”J’
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they should consider their bodies as a
living sacrifice. He neans to give them a
pi cture of conplete dedication. A sacrifice
is consumed in the offering and so they are
to be consuned with a holy zeal for God in
all areas of their life. He encourages them
to not look like the world which is stil

lost in sin but to be transformed by their
changed thinking. Thus, they are proving
not in theory but in practice what is good,

acceptabl e and perfect in the will of God.
Not only wll they be pleasing God but
their lives beconme living testinmonies of

God’s power to change a person from a vile
of fender to a victor in Christ.

DOCTRI NE: WCF (1647)
Xl.5, God doth continue to forgive the sins
of those that are justified; and, although
they can never fall from the state of
justification, yet they may, by their sins,
fall under God’s fatherly displeasure, and
not have the light of H's countenance
restored wunto them until they hunble
t hensel ves, confess their sins, beg pardon,
and renew their faith and repentance.
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[31]

Question: Shouldn’t Soldiers be expected to
conmit imoral acts in the profession of
arns?
Answer: No nore in the profession of arns
t han in any ot her pr of essi on. The
Scriptures say to al | nen wi t hout
di stinction:
1. “God will judge the sexually immoral
and adulterous” (Hebrews 13:4).
2. “The Lord will not hold him guiltless
who takes his name in vain” (Exodus
20: 7).
3. “Drunkards will not inherit the
Kingdom of God” (1 Corinthians 6:10).
4. “The Wrongdoer will be paid back for
the wong he has done, and there is
no partiality” (Colossians 3:25).

THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON

“I haven't, in the 23 years that | have
been in the wunifornmed services of the
United States of Anerica, ever violated an
order - not one.” Adiver North

“Puni shrent i s now unfashi onable... because
it creates noral distinctions anong nen,
whi ch, to the denocratic mnd, are odious.
We prefer a neaningless collective guilt to
a nmeani ngful individual responsibility.”
Thomas Szasz
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“Al t hough the legal and ethical definitions
of right are the antithesis of each other,
nost writers use them as synonymns. They
confuse power wth goodness, and m stake

law for justice.”
Charles T. Sprading, Freedomand its
Fundanent al s

“The trouble with the laws these days is
that crimnals know their rights better
than their wongs.” Aut hor Unknown

“Law never nade nen a whit nore just.”
Henry David Thoreau

“No man suffers injustice wthout I earning,
vaguely but surely, what justice is.”
| saac Rosenfeld

“'t was belief in a just, divine governnent
of the world which nmade it possible to
di spense with the perhaps effective but
certainly un-Christian practices of killing
the innocent-torture, extortion, and the
rest. War now always renmained a Kkind of
appeal to the arbitration of God, which
both sides were wlling to accept. It is
only when Christian faith is lost that nan
must hinself make use of all neans, even
crimnal ones, in order to secure by force
the victory of his cause.”
Di etrich Bonhoef fer,
Et hics p. 94
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REFLECTI ON: RESPECT
Qur capacity to respect anyone wll depend

on our understanding of the nature of man.
We tend to respect others when they respect
us. The chall enge cones when soneone does
not respect us and we are called to decide
how we will view themin return.

The suprene exanple of “respect” (along
with love and other virtues) is found in
Christian history. As Jesus Christ hung
from a cross, crucified according to Roman
I aw, he | ooked at his accusers and
executioners and asked God to forgive them
because of their ignorance.

A view of man that aligns itself wth
truth, wll accept that all men were
created in the imge of God. Even when
justice requires war or execution, respect
for the inherent dignity of nmankind can
still be held. War doesn’t require hate.
War doesn’t require a low view of man. War
can cost the victor his own soul if he
succunbs to a subjective view of man.

76
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STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON: M CAH 6: 8
"He has told you, O man, what is good; and
what does the LORD require of you but to do
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk
hunbly with your God?”

The Scriptures are clear that no form of
religi ous observance can save the soul of

any person. Instead, the purity of saving
faith is evidenced in conduct. Nanely, that
conduct whi ch enbr aces t he G eat

Conmandnents  of doing righteously and
exercising love. These two duties of all
Christians in ever context both sumarize
the Law given in the Ten Commandnents and
al so reflect the teaching of Christ that we
nust |love God and our neighbor. The third
principle in Mcah is that we nust walk
hunbly with God; that is, in fellowship
with God. Recognizing his greatness as the
prophet Isaiah did in Isaiah 6, we walk, or
live, with the greatness and holiness of
God always in view W know that none of
our conduct is ever outside of his view or
concern, even in tinmes of war . We
acknow edge that no conflict is our own but
that God is the arbiter of every conflict
anong men.
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DOCTRI NE: VWESTM NSTER LARGER CATECHI SM
Q 140, What are the duties required in the
ei ghth comuandrent ?

The duties required in t he ei ghth
comandnent are, truth, faithfulness, and
justice in contracts and comrerce between
man and nman; rendering to everyone his due,
restitution of goods wunlawfully detained
from the right owners thereof, giving and
I ending freely, according to our abilities,
and the necessities of others; npderation
of our judgnments, wlls, and affections
concerning worldly goods; a provident care
and study to get, keep, use, and dispose
these things which are necessary and
convenient for the sustentation of our
nature, and suitable to our condition; a

[ awf ul cal l'ing, and diligence in it;
frugality; avoiding unnecessary lawsuits,
and suretyship, or other |ike engagenents;
and an endeavor, by all just and |awf ul

neans, to procure, preserve, and further
the wealth and outward estate of others, as
wel | as our own.
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[32]

Question: Wiy are there so many lewd and
wi cked men in nmilitary service?
Answer :

1. Because all nen can be considered
wi cked wunder the curse of origina
sin only some have |earned discipline
and have surrendered to a higher
calling and principled Iiving.

2. Because Commanders have not been
of f ered a nor al criteria for
sel ecting of ficers.

3. Because honest and religious nen

shri nk back from t he pagan
envi r onnent t hey often find
t hensel ves in when they serve in the
mlitary.

4. Because good order and discipline is
not nor e strictly enf or ced by

supervi sors and officers.

5. Because volunteers are often seeking
benefits for thenselves rather than
seeking to serve others selflessly.

THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON

“Responsi bility: A det achabl e bur den
easily shifted to the shoulders of GCod,
Fate, Fortune, Luck or one's neighbor. 1In

the days of astrology it was customary to
unload it upon a star.”
Anbr ose Bierce
The Devil's Dictionary, 1911
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“We need to restore the full neaning of
that old word, duty. It is the other side
of rights.” Pear| Buck

Few nmen have virtue to wthstand the

hi ghest bi dder. Geor ge Washi ngton
“We have not passed that subtle Iine
bet ween chil dhood and adulthood until... we
have stopped saying "It got lost, and say
"I lost it." Sidney J. Harris
“This nation will remain the land of the
free only so long as it is the hone of the
brave. ” El mer Davis

“Leadership 1s a potent combination of
strategy and character. But if you mnust be
without one, Dbe without the strategy.”

Nor man Schwar zkoph

“I'n the beginning of a change, the patriot
is a scarce nman, and brave, and hated and
scor ned. Wien his cause succeeds, the
timd join him for then it costs nothing
to be a patriot.”

Mar k Twai n, Not ebook, 1935

“The LORD saw that the wickedness of man
was great in the earth, and that every
intention of the thoughts of his heart was
only evil continually.” Genesis 6:5
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REFLECTI ON: SELFLESSNESS
This virtue often proves the nost elusive
because it can only be authenticated when
the price to the one serving others is
high. Wen service is rendered from one
person to another, expressions of gratitude
or a reputation as a person of good wll
are often the reward. True selflessness
must be exercised without a reward however.
It cannot be born out of a need for
recognition or self authentication. It nust
spring from |ove and conpassion. It nust
reflect a sense of duty to sonething higher
than self. It nust expect nothing in return
and be happy sinply to have served. Only
when the conditions are such as they are in
war, can true selflessness be denonstrat ed.
It is often the last act of a soldier who
gives his own life in defense of his
friends. "G eater love has no one than
this, that soneone |lays down his life for
his friends.” John 15:13

STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON: MARK 14: 66-72
“And as Peter was below in the courtyard,
one of the servant girls of the high priest
cane, and seeing Peter warm ng hinmself, she
looked at him and said, ‘You also were with
the Nazarene, Jesus.’ But he denied 1it,
saying, ‘I neither know nor understand what
you mean.’ And he went out into the gateway
and the rooster crowed. And the servant
girl saw him and began again to say to the
bystanders, ‘This man is one of them.’ But
again he denied it. And after a little
while the bystanders again said to Peter,
‘Certainly you are one of them, for you are
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a Galilean.’ But he began to invoke a curse
on himself and to swear, ‘T do not know
this man of whom you speak.”’ And
i mediately the rooster crowed a second
time. And Peter remenbered how Jesus had
said to him, ‘Before the rooster crows
twice, you will deny me three times.’ And
he broke down and wept.”

Betrayal . Sone inagine that betrayal nust
be an act of national recognition to be
real. In fact, betrayal occurs whenever one
i ndi vi dual det er m nes to deny truth,
liberty, and justice. Betrayal is nost
of fensive when it is perpetrated by those
trusted to wuphold it the nobst. Peter
betrayed the Christ by denying he knew him
yet those who crucified the Christ received
a prayer on their behalf from the lips of
Christ hinself. They acted in ignorance;
Pet er understood who Jesus was yet acted in
his own self interest. Utimtely, that is
the root of betrayal; concern with self
over any other person or principle of life.
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DOCTRI NE: CANONS OF DORT (1619)
Head 3, Article 1, Man was originally
formed after the image of God. H s
understanding was adorned with a true and
saving know edge of his Creator and of
spiritual things; his heart and wll were
upright; all his affections pure; and the
whol e man was holy; but revolting from God
by the instigation of the devil, and
abusing the freedom of his own wll, he
forfeited these excellent gifts; and on the
contrary entailed on hinself blindness of
nm nd, horri bl e dar kness, vanity and
perverseness of judgnment, becane w cked,
rebel lious, and obdurate in heart and wll,
and inmpure in his affections.
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[33]

Question: How can we expect God to bless
our preparations for war when so nany
godl ess soldiers are in our ranks?

Answer :

1. It is certainly a sad state of
affairs and should be lanented. It is
a situation the Conmmanders and
el ected officials must renedy.

2. Yet, praise God, we have nmultitudes
of godly and eminent Christians that
are anong the ranks of our mlitary.

3. W also know that God makes use of
wi cked men to serve according to His
providential plan, just as he uses
wi cked spirits for H s purpose.

4. W have instances of bad men that
have done good service to God and His
Church such as the Benjanmintes who
twice beat the Israelites in Judges
20, The Assyrians that besi eged
Jerusalem in |Isaiah 37:36, Saul,
Joab, and even t he enper or
Const anti ne, etc.
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THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON

IwThe king's heart is a stream of water in
the hand of the LORD;, he turns it wherever
he will.”

Proverbs 21:1

“The summer soldier and the sunshine
patriot will, in this crisis, shrink from
the service of their country.”

Thonmas Pai ne

“Whatever is, is in its causes just.”
John Dryden,
Cedi pus (act 111, sc. 1)

“Behi nd the dim unknown, Standeth God with
the shadow, keeping watch above his own.”
James Russel |l Lowel |,

The Present Crisis (st. 8)

N al ways consider the settlenent of
Arerica with reverence and wonder, as the
opening of a grand scene and design in

providence, for the illumnation of the
i gnor ant and the emancipation of the
slavish part of mankind all over the
earth.”

John Adans 1735-1826,
Second President of the USA

“t is easier to discover a deficiency in
individuals, in states, and in providence,
than to see their real inport and value.”
Georg Hegel 1770-1831,
Ger man Phi | osopher
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“The ultimate triunmph of philosophy would
be to cast light upon the nysterious ways

in which providence nmoves to achieve the
designs it has for man.”
Mar qui s De Sade 1740- 1814, French Author

“In the book of life every page has two
sides: we human beings fill the upper side
with our plans, hopes and w shes, but
providence wites on the other side, and
what it ordains is seldom our goal.”

Ni sarmi

“Accept the place the divine providence has

found for you, the society of your
cont enmporaries, the connection of events.”

Ral ph Wal do Emerson 1803-1882, Anerican
Poet, Essayi st
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REFLECTI ON: GOOD FAI TH

This virtue refers to our relationship to
truth. Once the truth of a matter is
di scover ed, a mn sinply cannot act
contrary to truth as if he believes a lie.
A man in possession of good faith considers
his alternatives before he comrits and once
he has committed himself his yes” remains
“yes” and his “no” remains “no”. were he to
act contrary to an established truth he
would be committing an act of virtual “soul
Suicide”. A man of good faith will seek to
integrate his faith with his life, his
character with his activities, and the
truth with his own beliefs. He respects the
essence of life and seeks to nourish his
own spirit by feeding on truth and
exerci sing his virtue.

STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON: PSALM 94: 8- 11
“Understand, (0] dullest of the
peopl e! Fools, when will you be wse? He

who planted the ear, does he not hear? He
who forned the eye, does he not see? He who
di sciplines the nations, does he not
rebuke? He who teaches nan know edge-- the
LORD- - knows the thoughts of man, that they
are but a breath.”

Psalm 94 assures us that God wll punish
evil. No act is out of God’s view. Some may
try to argue that God either has no control
over creation or that he is the author of
evil. First Scripture and experience teach
us that God preserves H's creation by His
power (Psalm 104:14; 135:5-7; Acts 14:17,
etc). That is, He keeps us alive. Second,
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Scripture and experience teach us that God
has His hand on history and has caused
nations to rise and fall according to His
will for H's purpose and glory. Men nmay
desire to place the guilt of their own
noral indiscretion upon God to flee from
their own accountability. In fact, God is
being patient and allowing for men to take
the opportunity to repent and turn from
wi ckedness, the wickedness that springs
froma heart in rebellion against God. That
rebellion is the evil that plagues the
earth. The stubborn and self-indul gent
hearts of nmen is the origination of evil,
not the good intentions of God, yet, He is
able to use the evil of nen to acconplish
Hi s good purpose as Joseph said, "“Wwhat you
meant for evil, God has intended for good.”

DOCTRI NE: WCF (1647)
V. 4, The almghty power, unsear chabl e
wi sdom and infinite goodness of God so far
mani f est thenselves in H s providence, that
it extendeth itself even to the first fall,
and all other sins of angels and nen; and
that not by a bare perm ssion, but such as
hath joined wth it a npst wse and
power ful boundi ng, and otherw se ordering,
and governing of them in a nanifold
di spensation, to His own holy ends; yet so,
as the sinfulness thereof proceedeth only
from the creature, and not from God, who,
being nmost holy and righteous, neither is
nor can be the author or approver of sin.
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[34]

Question: Should we expect soldiers to tear
down those pagan idols and apostate synbols
of false belief that mislead nen both in
our own nation and beyond our boarders?
Answer :

1. Since the sword of religious reform
is not in the soldiers’ hands, it 1is
not t he soldiers’ place or
responsibility to destroy religious
synbols and places of worship in his
work as a soldier. God has not
renoved the authority of the state
and soldiers nust not usurp the state

by tearing down religi ous
institutions no matter their false
t eachi ng.

2. Treaties and agreenment s bet ween
nati ons have provided for the safe
preservation of religious places and
sol diers nust act in accordance wth
our nations treaties while in the
service of our government.

THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON

“The legitimte powers of government extend
to such acts only as are injurious to
others. But it does ne no injury for ny
nei ghbor to say there are twenty gods or no
god. It neither picks my pocket, nor breaks
ny leg.” Thomas Jefferson
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"W hold it for a fundanental and
undeniable truth, that religion, or the
duty we owe our Creator and the manner of
di scharging it, can be directed only by
reason and conviction, not by force or
violence. The religion then of every nan
must be left to the conviction and
consci ence of every man; and it is the
right of every man to exercise it as these
may dictate. This right is in its nature an
unal i enable right." Janes Madi son

"Those people who will not be governed by
God will be ruled by tyrants." WIIiam Penn

"Men never do evil so conpletely and
cheerfully as when they do it from
religious conviction." Bl ai se Pascal

French mat hermati ci an and phil osopher

REFLECTI ON: TOLORATI ON
The virtue of tolerance is not defined by
i ndi fference. Tolerance does not tolerate
| aw essness or vice. Wiat is tolerable is
the conscience of each individual to
believe what they freely chose. Tolerance
does not establish all supposed truths to
be equal. It does not negate the need to
exerci se judgnent in truth discovery and it
does not violate the virtues of courage or
purity. A man can only be truly tolerant if
he also has the virtue of respect and good
faith. Tol erance assunmes that God wll be
the final arbiter of justice in the |ast
day and is content to do it’s duty without
engaging in any crinmnal or unvirtuous
behavi or before that day arrives.
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STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON: DANIEL 3:1, 4-6, 13-18
“"King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold,
whose height was sixty cubits and its
breadth six cubits. He set it up on the
plain of Dura, in the province of Babyl on.
And the herald proclaimed aloud, ‘You are

conmanded, (0] peopl es, nati ons, and
| anguages, that when you hear the sound of
the horn, pi pe, lyre, trigon, har p

bagpi pe, and every kind of nmusic, you are
to fall down and worship the golden inmage
that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. And
whoever does not fall down and worship
shall imediately be cast into a burning
fiery  furnace.’ Then  Nebuchadnezzar 1in
furious rage conmanded that Shadr ach

Meshach, and Abednego be brought. So they
br ought t hese nen before the ki ng.
Nebuchadnezzar answered and said to them
"I's it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, that you do not serve ny gods or

worship the golden image that | have set
up? Now if you are ready when you hear the
sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon

harp, bagpipe, and every kind of nusic, to
fall down and worship the imge that | have
made, well and good. But if you do not
wor ship, you shall imediately be cast into
a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god
who will deliver you out of nmy hands?"

Dani el and his friends had been taken from
the homes of their youth to Babylon. While
there, they were exposed to pagan religions
and were entered into an indoctrination
program Daniel and his friends resisted
the program and while cooperating as far as
t hey coul d, t hey st opped short of
wor shipping false gods. This infuriated
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their captors and their intolerance for
Daniels faith resulted in a short trial and
a decision to execute by fire in the
furnace. God’s saw Daniel’s faithfulness
and personal piety and used this occasion
to denonstrate his providential protection
beyond ordinary human neans. All of the
condemmed were saved by God after they were
thrown in. The result was nore than Dani el
could have acconplished no matter how great
his argunment or how powerful his arny. By
hi s own obedi ence, God used the occasion to
change wunbelievers minds about the true
God. Man can suppress the practice and
destroy the architecture and idols of false
religion but only God can destroy the lie.

DOCTRI NE: CANONS OF DORT (1619)
Head 3, Article 16, Concer ni ng
Regeneration: But as nman by the fall did
not cease to be a creature endowed wth
understanding and will, nor did sin which
pervaded the whole race of mankind deprive
him of the human nature, but brought upon
him depravity and spiritual death; so also
this grace of regeneration does not treat
men as senseless stocks and blocks, nor
takes away their will and its properties,
nei t her does vi ol ence t her et o; but
spiritually quickens, heals, corrects, and
at the sane tinme sweetly and powerfully
bends it; that where carnal rebellion and
resi stance formerly prevailed, a ready and
sincere spiritual obedi ence begins to

reign, in which the true and spiritual
restoration and freedom of our will
consi st. VWherefore wunless the adnmrable

Aut hor of every good work wought in us,
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man could have no hope of recovering from
his fall by his own free will, by the abuse
of which, in a state of innocence, he

pl unged hinmself into ruin.
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[35]

Question: What do you say about Valor and
Cour age?
Answer :

1. | say it is a nost noble and heroic
virtue, which nakes sonme nen differ
from others, as nuch as all nen
differ from aninals.

2. | say, it is inpossible for any to be
a good soldier without these cardina
virtues: an Arny of stags (deer) led
by a Lion, is better than an Arny of
Lions led by a Stag. And, an Arny of
Children led by a man, is better than
an armmy of men led by a child.

3. | say, that one valiant nman in an
Army is better than a thousand
cowar ds.

4. | say, that a coward degenerates from
man, being of a base and ignoble
nat ure.

a. CGod took special care, that al
faint-hearted cowards should be
di scharged for Hi s Arm es,
Deut er onony 20: 8.

b. Cowards always do nore harm
than good, being Ilike an X
before an L in the Ronman
nuneral s (XL).

c. And for the nost part, cowards
di e sooner than the courageous.
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THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON

“Courage is reckoned the greatest of all
virtues; because, unless a man has that
virtue, he has no security for preserving
any other.”

Sanuel Johnson

"Courage is like love: it nust have hope
for nourishnent."
Napol eon Bonaparte (" Maxinms")

“Untutored courage 1s useless in the face
of educated bullets.”
General George S. Patton

"Courage is not the absence of fear, but
rather the judgnent that sonmething else is
nore inportant than fear.”

Anbr ose Rednoon

"Every man has his own courage, and is
betrayed because he seeks in hinself the
courage of other persons.”

Ral ph Wal do Enerson

"Courage is what it takes to stand up and
speak; courage is also what it takes to sit
down and listen.” W nst on Churchil

“'t is curious that physical courage should
be so common in the world and noral courage
so rare.” Mark Twai n
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“Courage is doing what vyou're afraid to
do. There can be no courage unless you're
scared. ” Edward Vernon Ri ckenbacker

“Courage is not sinply one of the virtues,
but the formof every virtue at the testing
poi nt. ” C. S Lews

“One man with courage nmakes a mpjority.”
Andr ew Jackson

"Valor is stability, not of legs and arns,
but of courage and the soul.”
M chel de Mbntai gne

“When we are afraid we ought not to occupy
ourselves with endeavoring to prove that
there is no danger, but in strengthening
ourselves to go on in spite of the
danger. ” Mar k Rut herford

"True courage is not the brutal force of
vul gar heroes, but the firm resolve of
virtue and reason.”

Al fred North \Witehead

“t is easy to be brave from a safe
di stance. ” Aesop

“Bravery is the capacity to perform
properly even when scared half to death.”
Omar N. Bradl ey
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“Courage is fear holding on a minute
longer.”

General George S. Patton

“| am convinced that a light supper, a good
night's sleep, and a fine norning, have
sonmetines nade a hero of the same man, who,
by an indigestion, a restless night, and
rainy norning, would have proved a coward.”

Lord Chesterfield
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REFLECTI ON: COURAGE
“Last, but by no means least, courage-nDra
courage, the courage of one's convictions,
the courage to see things through. The
world is in a constant conspiracy against
the brave. It's the age-old struggle-the
roar of the crowmd on one side and the voice
of your conscience on the other.”

Cener al Dougl as MacArt hur

All the other virtues of a soldier need
courage if they are to ever find practical
expression. Courage sets between the two
extremes of cowardice on the one side and
foolishness on the other. Not every act of
sacrifice ought to be called “courage” and
not every act of self-preservation can be
called “courage” either. Genuine courage
nust be informed by the virtues of
“fidel ity” and “prudence”. That is, courage
nmust have a nenory and a hope.

If courage has no nmenory, then it has no
reason to hold a conviction or passion to

sacrifice for. It becones an heroic and
brave act w thout substance or attachnment
to any idea or ideal. If courage has no

hope, then it becones a senseless act of
desperation w thout any expectation that
the act will count for anything once it has
passed. These ideas about courage generally
apply to “physical courage” but a soldier
must also possess “noral courage” and
Y ntell ectual ” courage (i.e., lucidity) as
well. Wthout a conmtnent to virtue (noral
cour age) and a conmitnent to believe
not hi ng but t he truth (intellectual
courage), physical courage has nothing to
stand for. Andre Conte-Sponville suggests
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that an anatomy of courage mi ght include,
“The courage to persist and endure, to live
and die, to hold out, fight, resist,
persevere.”® This commentary is only hel pful
when we can define “WAiy” we persist and
endure, “For What” we are willing to live
and die, and “When” we must fight, resist,
and persevere.

Courage can only exist in the present. It
is action. Cowards “hope” to be courageous
while the courageous "“are” in everything
t hey do.

STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON: Deut eronony 20:1-4,8,9
"When you go out to war against your
enem es, and see horses and chariots and an
arny |arger than your own, you shall not be
afraid of them for the LORD your God is
with you, who brought you up out of the
land of Egypt. And when you draw near to
the battle, the priest shall conme forward
and speak to the people and shall say to
them ‘'Hear, O |Israel, today you are
drawing near for battle against your
enem es: let not your heart faint. Do not
fear or panic or be in dread of them for
the LORD your God is he who goes with you
to fight for you against your enenies, to
give you the victory.. And the officers
shal | speak further to the people, and say,
'Is there any man who is fearful and
fai nt hearted? Let him go back to his house,
| est he make the heart of his fellows nelt
like his own.' And when the officers have
finished speaking to the people, then
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conmanders shall be appointed at the head
of the people.”

As much as men must prepare for war, only
God can bring the victory. History has
given us countless stories of inexplicable
victories won be nmen nade brave in their
faith that God was with them in their
cause. No arsenal or weapon of nmass
destruction can thwart the will of God. No
man can be taken fromthis life before Hs
heavenly Father calls him honme. Be it in
battle or in bed, a man will die on the day
that is appointed. So courage in battle is
a sinple recognition that God alone is the
custodian of our life and if our cause is
just and our hearts of pure, then He fights
with us. Wth this in mind, the officers
i nstructed those who could not understand
to go hone. They were nore of a detrinent
and a distraction than a hel p.

DOCTRI NE: SYNOD OF DORT
ARTI CLE 12, This certainty of perseverance,
however, is so far from exciting in

believers a spirit of pride or of rendering
them carnally secure, that on the contrary,
it is the real source of hunmlity, filial
reverence, true piety, patience in every
tribulation, fervent prayers, constancy in
suffering, and in confessing the truth, and
of solid rejoicing in God; so that the
consideration of this benefit should serve
as an incentive to the serious and constant
practice of gratitude and good works, as
appears from the testinobnies of Scripture
and the exanpl es of the saints.
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[36]

Question: What are the chief reasons to
argue for a soldier being courageous in the
service of his country?
Answer :
1. Because of the worth of the cause
which no doubt is God’s cause.
2. The assurance from the scriptures
that God will not abandon Hi s people
when they are striving to do His

will.

3. The success of our forefathers when
they struggled against evil in tines
past .

4. The pronmise that not one hair can
fall from our head without t he

express know edge of God.

5. The dangers descri bed to the
fainthearted or half hearted nman,
t hat whoever seeks to preserve his
own life in these difficult tines
actually forfeits it.

6. The prayers of God’s people are
ever ywher e surroundi ng this war
seeking His blessing and victory.

7. The pronmise of the great reward of
honor both in this Ilife and the next,
to those who serve not recklessly but
selflessly for a cause greater than
t hensel ves.
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THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON
“Do your duty and 1leave the rest to
Providence.” Thomas (Stonewal |) Jackson

“The Lord gets his best soldiers out of the
hi ghl ands of affliction.”
Char | es Haddon Spurgeon

“Americans, indeed all freemen, remember
that in the final choice, a soldier's pack
is not so heavy a burden as a prisoner's
chains.” Dwi ght Ei senhower

"Faith is to believe what you do not see;
the reward of this faith is to see what you
bel i eve. " Sai nt Augusti ne

“He that takes truth for his guide, and
duty for his end, may safely trust to God's
provi dence to lead him aright.”

Bl ai se Pasca

“Shall ignorance of good and ill Dare to
direct the eternal will? Seek virtue, and
of that possest, To Providence resign the
rest.” John Gay
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REFLECTI ON: FAI TH
"Faith is not what sone people think it is.
Their human dream is a delusion. Because
they observe that faith is not followed by
good works or a better life, they fall into
error, even though they speak and hear nuch
about faith. 'Faith is not enough, ~ they
say, You nust do good works, you nust be
pious to be saved.' They think that, when

you hear the gospel, you start worKking,
creating by your own strength a thankful
heart which says, | believe.” That is what

they think true faith is. But, because this
is a human idea, a dream the heart never
| earns anything fromit, so it does nothing
and reform doesn't conme fromthis “faith,'
either. ”

Instead, faith is God's work in us that
changes us and gives new birth from GCod.
(John 1:13). It kills the Od Adam and
makes us conpletely different people. It
changes our hearts, our spirits, our
t houghts and all our powers. It brings the
Holy Spirit with it. Yes, it is a living,
creative, active and powerful thing, this
faith. Faith cannot help doing good works
constantly. It doesn't stop to ask if good
wor ks ought to be done, but before anyone
asks, it already has done them and
continues to do them wthout ceasing.
Anyone who does not do good works in this
manner is an unbeliever. He stunbles
around and | ooks for faith and good works,
even though he does not know what faith or
good wor ks are.

Yet he gossips and chatters about faith and
good works wi th many words.
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Faith is a living, bold trust in GCod's
grace, so certain of God's favor that it
woul d risk death a thousand tines trusting
init.

Such confidence and knowl edge of God's
grace nmakes you happy, joyful and bold in
your relationship to God and all creatures.
The Holy Spirit makes this happen through
faith. Because of it, you freely, willingly
and joyfully do good to everyone, serve
everyone, suffer all Kkinds of things, |ove
and praise the God who has shown you such
grace. Thus, it is just as inpossible to
separate faith and works as it is to
separate  heat and I'i ght from fire!
Therefore, watch out for your own false
ideas and guard against good-for-nothing
gossips, who think they're smart enough to
define faith and works, but really are the
greatest of fools.

Ask CGod to work faith in you, or you wll
remain forever wthout faith, no matter
what you wi sh, say or can do. "

STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON: ROVANS 8: 26- 28
“2And we know that for those who |ove God
all things work together for good, for

those who are called according to his
purpose. 2°For those whom he foreknew he
al so predestined to be confornmed to the
i mage of his Son, in order that he m ght be
the firstborn among many brothers.”
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“Providence” is a word that describes God’s
relation to Hs creation. Many believe that
God created the world and then backed away
to watch and see what would happen. A nore
accurate view is that God created and has
stayed involved wth H's creation. In
Romans 8, the providence of God is
explained as active rather than passive.
God is not working to make the best of a
situation, he works everything together for
good. There is only one way that God can
tie all of the varied activities on the
earth together and that is if He is in
control of all things. This brings a great
confort to those engaged in dangerous
occupations. Wth an assurance that there
is only one day appointed for them to die
and that until that day, not one hair can
escape from their scalp without God’s
know edge of it, those who face danger can
sunmon cour age and confidence t hat
remaining in God’s will, even death is not
intended for their ill but wll be a
bl essing in the day that God intends it.

DOCTRI NE SECOND HELVETI C CONFESSI ON (1566)
XVl.1, Wiat Is Faith? Christian faith is
not an opinion or human conviction, but a
nmost firm trust and a clear and steadfast
assent of the mnd, and then a nobst certain
apprehension of the truth of God presented
in the Scriptures and in the Apostles’
Creed, and thus also of God hinself, the
greatest good, and especially of God's
prom se and of Chri st who is the
fulfillment of all prom ses.

Faith Is the Gft of God. But this faith is
a pure gift of God which God alone of his
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grace gives to his elect according to his
neasure when, to whom and to the degree he
wills. And he does this by the Holy Spirit
by means of the preaching of the Gospel and
steadfast prayer. THE |INCREASE OF FAITH.
This faith also has its increase, and
unless it were given by God, the apostles
woul d not have said: "Lord, increase our
faith" (Luke 17:5).
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[37]

Questions: \What are the principal enemes
to courage and val or?
Answer :

1. A lack of experience: fresh-water
soldiers are conmmonly fainthearted
sol di ers, whereas they that have been
used to the War, are usually hardened
by it.

2. Lack of netal: some men’s spirits are
naturally so |low and base, that they
wi Il never prove good soldiers: as it
is with Ganecocks, so it is anopng
men, there is a breed and generation
of warriors.

3. Lack of Faith: when a man has only a
little or no confidence in God, his
heart fails him when he faces danger,
whereas Faith has no fear even in the
val l ey of the shadow of death.

4. Lack of i nnocence and a good
consci ence, Proverbs 28:1. The weight
of a mans sin and his lack of
reconciliation to God can nake him
afraid to die in battle for fear of
his fate.

5. Lack of w sdom and consideration: if
nen seriously considered the evils of
cowar di ce, and the excellence of
valor, it would nmake them hate the
one and strive for the other.
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THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RI RATI ON

“Valor is a gift. Those having it never
know for sure whether they have it till the
test cones. And those having it in one test
never know for sure if they wll have it
when the next test comes.” Carl Sandburg

“Valor is stability, not of legs and arms,
but of courage and the soul.”
M chel de Mbntai ne

“Perfect Valor is to do, without a witness,
all that we could do before the whole
world.” Francoi s De La Rochef oucul d

“Wal or grows by daring, fear by holding
back.” Publilius Syrus

"July 3, 1863. ...We built fires all over
the battle field and the dead of the blue
and gray were being buried all night, and
the wounded carried to the hospital. W
made no distinction between our own and the
confederate wounded, but treated them both
ali ke, and although we had been engaged in
fierce and deadly conbat all day and weary
and all begrinmed with snmoke and powder and
dust, nmany of us went around anobng the
wounded and gave cooling water or hot
coffee to drink. The confederates were
surprised and so expressed thenselves that
they received such kind treatnent at our
hands, and sone of the slightly wounded
were glad they were wounded and our
pri soners.

But in front of our breastworks, where the
confederates were massed in |arge nunbers
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the sight was truly awful and appalling.
The shells from our batteries had told with
fearful and terrible effect upon them and
the dead in sonme places were piled upon
each other, and the groans and noans of the
wounded were truly saddening to hear. Sone
wer e j ust alive and gaspi ng, but
unconscious. Ohers were nortally wounded
and were conscious of the fact that they
could not live long; and there were others
wounded, how bad they <could not tell,
whet her nortal or otherwise, and so it was
they would linger on sonme |onger and sone
for a shorter tine-without the sight or
consolation of wfe, nmother, sister or
friend. | saw a letter sticking out of the
breast pocket of one of the confederate
dead, a young nan apparently about twenty-
four. Curiosity pronpted ne to read it. It
was from his young wife away down in the
state of Louisiana. She was hoping and
longing that this cruel war would end and

he could cone hone, and she says, "CQur
little boy gets into nmy |lap and says, " Now,
Mama, | will give you a kiss for Papa.' But

oh how | w sh you could come honme and kiss
me for yourself." But this is only one in a
thousand. But such is war and we are
getting used to it and can |ook on scenes
of war, carnage and suffering with but very
little feeling and w thout a shudder."
Corporal Horatio D. Chapran

"Accepting does not necessarily nean
"liking," 'enjoying,' or 'condoning.' | can
accept what is—and be determined to evolve
fromthere. It is not acceptance but denial
t hat | eaves ne stuck." Nat hani el Branden
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REFLECTI ON: ACCEPTANCE
Acceptance is nothing |like surrender.

Acceptance is an intellectual virtue that
requires the skills of observation and
adjustnment. Surrender nmeans that you |ack
an investment in the process and you give
the course and setting of your life to
soneone el se. Acceptance is like |ooking at
the road while driving. Staying in the road
is not surrender; it is accepting that we
must travel on the paths provi ded.
Surrender would be to let go of the
steering and allow ourselves to be carried
of f the side.

Only those with confidence and courage can
accept the world as it is given to them and
find their place in it while retaining a
hope for their own happiness.

STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON: JOB 40: 1-9
"And the LORD said to Job:
2" Shal | a faultfinder contend wth the

Al m ghty? He who argues with God, let him
answer it." Then Job answered the LORD and

said: "Behold, | am of small account; what
shall | answer you? | lay my hand on ny
mouth. | have spoken once, and | wll not
answer; tw ce, but I will proceed no

further." Then the LORD answered Job out of
the whirlwind and said: "Dress for action
like a man; | wll question you, and you
make it known to me. WIIl you even put nme
in the wong? WIIl you condem ne that you
may be in the right? Have you an arm like
God, and can you thunder with a voice like
hi s?”~

7 96
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In the book of Job, the main character,
Job, is vexed about his misfortunes. He had
been a man of wealth and social standing,
well known for his virtue and righteous
conduct. One tragedy after another left him
penni |l ess, friendless, and alone. He began
to question God. He couldn’t understand
God’s reason for doing heaping all of this
nm sfortune on him when he had lived a
better life than any of his neighbors. God
answered Job with a question. God asked Job
why he contended or struggled against Hm
Job had entered into a struggle against
God. Discontent with God’s wisdom in the
matters of life, Job had asked questions of
God as if he mght have been able to
i mprove upon God’s work. God took Job to
the top of the nountains and gave him a
tour. He suggested that Job denonstrate his
own creative power and he asked if Job had
any part in creating all that he saw. Job
had a new perspective. He hadn’t become
indifferent but he did accept that it was
God’s will and we might not understand what
He does at all times, but we know that H s
will is best for all tinmes.

/‘9;
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DOCTRI NE BELG C CONFESSI ON
ARTI CLE 13, W believe that this good God,
after He had created all things, did not
abandon them or give them up to fortune or
chance, but that according to H's holy wll
He so rules and governs them that in this
wor | d not hi ng happens wi t hout Hi s
direction. Yet God is not the Author of
the sins which are conmitted nor can He be
charged with them For H's power and
goodness are SO gr eat and beyond
understanding that He ordains and executes
Hs work in the mpst excellent and just
manner, even when devils and w cked men act
unjustly. And as to H's actions surpassing

human understanding, we will not curiously
inquire farther than our capacity allows
us. But with the greatest humility and

reverence we adore the just judgnents of
God, which are hidden from us, and we
content ourselves that we are pupils of
Christ, who have only to learn those things
which He teaches us in Hys Wrd, wthout
transgressing these limts.

This doctrine gives us unspeakable
consolation, for we Jlearn thereby that
nothing can happen to us by chance, but
only by the direction of our gracious
heavenly Fat her. He watches over us with
fatherly care, keeping all <creatures so
under His power that not one hair of our
head - for they are all nunbered - nor one
sparrow can fall to the ground without the

will of our Father (Matthew 10:29-30). In
this we trust, because we know that He
holds in <check the devil and all our

enem es so that they cannot hurt us w thout
His permssion and will.

7 98
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W therefore reject the dammable
error of the Epicureans, who say that God
does not concern Himself wth anything but
| eaves all things to chance.
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Question: |Is there any great need of a
sol di er possessing a particular skill and
cunning in the profession of Arns.
Answer : Yes: for Davi d t hankful | 'y

acknow edged the Lords goodness in teaching
him how to fight and engage in battle.
Psal m 144: 1

1. Great wisdom policy, and experience
is required i n Comuanders.

2. And no less skill and dexterity in
conmon Sol diers; they nust know how
to handle their Arns, how to keep
Ranks, etc.

3. Certainly a few well-trained Sol diers
are better than a nultitude of raw
and i nexperienced nen.

THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON:
"Quality is never an accident; it is always
the result of high intention, sincere

effort, intelligent direction and skillful
execution; it represents the w se choice of
many al ternatives." WIlla A Foster
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“To many a man, and sometimes to a youth,
there <comes the opportunity to choose
bet ween honorable conpetence and tainted
weal th. The young man who starts out to be
poor and honorable, holds in his hand one
of the strongest elements of success.”
Orison Swett Marden

“Every man passed through my hands and he
was told that nothing nore remained for him
to know, if only he did not forget what he
had |earned. Thus he was given confidence
in himself, the foundations of bravery.”
General Al exander Suvarov

“There 1is nothing so 1likely to produce
peace as to be well prepared to neet the
enemy.” General George Washi ngton

“I must study politics and war that my sons
may have liberty to study mathematics and
phi | osophy. My sons ought to st udy
mat henati cs and phi | osophy, geogr aphy,
nat ur al hi story, naval architecture
navi gati on, comrerce and agriculture in
order to give their children a right to

st udy pai nting, poetry, nusi c,
architecture, statuary, tapestry, and
porcelain.” John Adans
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REFLECTI ON DI SCI PLI NE

Discipline is a conmtnment or a decision to
keep certain principles of life and habits
of wvirtue no nmatter what ext enuati ng
circunstances nmmy arise. Discipline is a
recognition of an objective. “Discipline”
describes a decision to endure hardship,
suffering, defamation, personal investnent,
sacrifice, and to |abor towards keeping a
principle. A disciplined soldier is one who
has a reputation for stability and
f ai t hf ul ness. VWi | e ot hers remai n
unquantifiable, a disciplined soldier can
be described in the noblest of terms. A
di sciplined soldier does what he says. He
is described with ternms such as steady,
stable, reliable, and dependabl e.

Discipline can only be found in the

execution of the habit. It cannot be
promsed as nmuch as it can be shown.
Discipline travels well wrn paths of
habi t s.

STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON JOB 5:17-20
"Behold, blessed is the one whom God
reproves; therefore despi se not t he

di scipline of the Al mghty. For he wounds,
but he binds up; he shatters, but his hands

heal . He wll deliver you from six
troubles; in seven no evil shall touch you.
In fanmine he will redeem you from

death, and in war from the power of the
sword.”
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“Eliphaz gives to Job a word of caution and
exhortati on: Despi se not t hou the
chastening of the Almghty. Call it a

chastening, which cones from the Father's
love, and is for the child s good; and
notice it as a nessenger from Heaven.
El i phaz also encourages Job to submt to
his condition. A good man is happy though
he be afflicted, for he has not lost his
enjoynment of God, nor his title to heaven;
nay, he is happy because he is afflicted.
Correction nortifies his corruptions, weans
his heart from the world, draws him nearer
to God, brings himto his Bible, brings him
to his knees. Though God wounds, vyet he
supports his people under afflictions, and
in due tinme delivers them Making a wound
is sometines part of a cure. Eliphaz gives
Job precious prom ses of what God would do
for him if he hunbled hinself. Whatever
troubles good nmen may be in, they shall do
them no real harm Being kept from sin,
they are kept fromthe evil of trouble. And
if the servants of Christ are not delivered
from outward troubles, they are delivered
by them and while overconme by one trouble,
they conquer all. Watever is nmliciously
sai d agai nst them shall not hurt them They
shall have wi sdom and grace to manage their
concerns. The greatest blessing, both in
our enploynents and in our enjoynents, is
to be kept from sin. They shall finish
their course with joy and honor. That nman
lives long enough who has done his work,
and is fit for another world. It is a nmercy
to die seasonably, as the corn is cut and
housed when fully ripe; not till then, but
then not suffered to stand any |onger. Qur
times are in God's hands; it is well they

_205
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are so. Believers are not to expect great
wealth, long Ilife, or to be free from
trials. But all wll be ordered for the

best. And remark from Job's history, that
steadiness of mind and heart under trial,
is one of the highest attainnents of faith.
There is little exercise for faith when all
things go well. But if God raises a storm
pernmits the eneny to send wave after wave,
and seeningly stands al oof from our
prayers, then, still to hang on and trust
God, when we cannot trace him this is the
pati ence of the saints. Blessed Savior! how
sweet it is to look unto thee, the Author
and Finisher of faith, in such moments ! 712

DOCTRI NE SECOND HELVETI C CONFESSI ON
Xll1.1, THE WLL OF GOD IS EXPLAINED FOR US
IN THE LAW OF GOD. W teach that the wll
of God is explained for us in the law of
God, what he wills or does not will us to
do, what is good and just, or what is evil
and unjust. Therefore, we confess that the
law i s good and holy.

THE LAW OF NATURE. And this |law was at one
time witten in the hearts of nen by the
finger of God (Rom 2:15), and is called
the law of nature (the law of Mses is in
two Tabl es), and at anot her it was
inscribed by his finger on the two Tables
of Moses, and eloquently expounded in the
books of Mses (Ex. 20:1 ff.; Deut. 5:6
ff.). For t he sake of clarity we
di stingui sh t he nor al law  which is
contained in the Decalogue or two Tables
and expounded in the books of Mses, the
cer enoni al law  which det erm nes t he
cerenonies and worship of God, and the
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j udi ci al law which is concerned wth
political and donestic matters.

THE LAW IS COWLETE AND PERFECT. W believe
that the whole wll of God and all
necessary precepts for every sphere of life
are taught in this law. For otherwi se the
Lord woul d not have forbidden us to add or
to take away anything from this |aw
nei ther would he have conmanded us to wal k
in a straight path before this |l aw, and not
to turn aside from it by turning to the
right or to the left (Deut. 4:2; 12:32).
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Question: Wiat should be done to ensure
that soldiers are well trained in their
skills?
Answer :

1. Oficers should be very diligent to
teach themand to keep themfit.

2. Every soldier should take it upon
hi nsel f to | earn and di scover
whatever will help them to succeed
and survive

3. Every soldier should seek God in

prayer, so that God will instruct and
teach him for it is the blessing of
God that will nmake ne successful in
any prof ession.

4. \Whet her Comrander , Oficer, or
Enlisted soldier, all nmay inprove

t hensel ves by reading and observing
what other soldiers have witten
about war, strategy, survival, and
t he profession of arns.
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THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON:

“Men are wise in proportion, not to their
experience, but to their capacity for
experi ence. ” James Boswel |

"You will find men who want to be carried
on the shoulders of others, who think that
the world owes them a living. They don't
seem to see that we nust all |ift together
and pull together." Henry Ford

"He who w shed to secure the good of
ot hers, has already secured his own."
Conf uci us

“We don't receive wi sdom we nust discover
it for ourselves after a journey that no
one can take for us or spare us.”

Mar cel Proust

"The | eaders who work nost effectively, it

seens to me, never say 'l.' And that's not
because they have trained thenselves not to
say 'I.' They don't think 'I." They think
'we'; they think 'team' They understand

their job to be to nmake the team function.
They accept responsibility and don't
sidestep it, but 'we' gets the credit....
This is what creates trust, what enables
you to get the task done." Pet er Drucker
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“An education isn't how nmuch you have
conmtted to nmenory, or even how nmuch you

know. It's being able to differentiate
between what you do know and what you
don't.” Anat ol e France
REFLECTI ON UNI TY

Unity is not a loss of self to the |arger
whol e but a virtue of participation. As the
liver, eye, hand, and foot are individual
parts of a body so a soldier becones a part
of an integrated whole. Each part of the
body retains it’s uniqueness. A foot never
becomes anything else but a foot. The body
doesn’t devolve into a mass of shapeless
flesh. But no single part is able to
acconplish a larger goal without a unity of
all the parts in a whole. A synthesis of
individuality into a larger vision of
whol eness creates a unity that nultiplies
t he contribution of each part
exponentially. There is no loss of self in
unity, only a greater realization of
potenti al .

STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON LUKE 6: 39-41
“¥He also told them a parable: "Can a blind
man lead a blind man? WII they not both
fall into a pit? “°A disciple is not above
his teacher, but everyone when he is fully
trained will be like his teacher. “Wy do
you see the speck that is in your brother's
eye, but do not notice the log that is in
your own eye?”
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There are two inportant lessons in this
passage. The first applies to the teacher.
A t eacher t akes on a t renendous
responsibility when he contracts wth a
student to lead them into know edge. The
student becones a copy of the teacher and
will normally not grow beyond a teacher
whi l e under his charge. The conpetence of a
teacher must always be inproved upon.
Teachers nust renmain students striving for
excel l ence and perfection in their field.
The second applies to the student. Extrene
care nust be taken by a student |est they
develop a false hope in the information
inmparted to them by a teacher who is not

know edgeabl e in t he area they are
t eachi ng.
Finally, for all who 1look to receive

instruction, all nen are fallible. There is
no other teacher except Jesus Christ who
can be conpletely trusted to give truth to
the student. Our goal for the end of life’s
training is to be like the teacher, Jesus.

DOCTRI NE THE BELG C CONFESSI ON
Article 2, By what nmeans God is nade known
unto us.

We know him by two means: first, by the
creation, preservation and governnent of
the universe; which is before our eyes as a
nost el egant book, wherein all creatures,
great and small, are as so many characters
leading us to contenplate the invisible
things of God, nanely, his power and
divinity, as the apostle Paul saith, Romans
1:20. Al which things are sufficient to
convince nen, and leave them without
excuse. Secondly, he nmakes hinself nore
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clearly and fully known to us by his holy
and divine Wrd, that is to say, as far as
is necessary for us to know in this life,
to his glory and our salvation.
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Question: How ought Commanders and O ficers

to conduct t hensel ves t owar ds their
Sol di ers?
Answer :

1. Religiously, showing them no evi
exanpl e, but being a pattern to them
of virtue and godliness, of loyalty
and obedi ence.

2. Lovingly, not in a stern and rugged
manner, consi deri ng t hat their
comand i s not over Bears, but nen.

3. Discreetly, encouraging them nost
that deserve best, and avoiding so
nmuch famliarity as may br eed
cont enpt .

4. Justly, not defrauding them of their

due, nor doing or suffering any
infjury to be done to the worst of
t hem

THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON

“Love

the soldier and he wll Iove you.

That is the secret.” Al exander Suvar ov
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“Leadership 1in the democratic army means
firmess, not harshness; understanding, not
weakness; justice, not |icense; humaneness,
not i ntol erance; generosity, not

selfishness; pride, not egotism.”
General Qmar N. Bradl ey

"I'f you can't get them to salute when they
shoul d salute and wear the clothes you tell
themto wear, how are you going to get them
to die for their country?"

General George S. Patton Jr

“We hail from all corners of the country
and have joined together for a comon
revol uti onary objective. And we need the
vast nmpjority of the people with us on the
road to this objective. . . . Qur cadres
nmust show concern for every soldier, and
all people in the revolutionary ranks nust
care for each other, nust love and help
each other.”
Chai rman Mao Tset ung
"Serve the People" (Septenber 8, 1944),
Sel ected Works, Vol. |11, pp. 227-28

"The greatest leader in the world could
never win a canpaign unless he understood
the men he had to lead."

General Omar Bradl ey

N
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“There is an eneny greater than the
hospital - the dammed fellow who ‘'doesn't
know. © The hint dropper, riddle poser, the
deceiver, the word spinner, the prayer
ski nper, the two-faced, the nannered, the
i ncoherent. The fellow who ‘doesn't know’
has caused a great deal of harm One is
ashamed to talk about him Arrest for the
of ficer who ‘'doesn't know’ and house arrest
for the field or general officer.”

Al exander Suvar ov

"I don't mind being called tough, since I
find in this racket it's the tough guys who
| ead the survivors."

Col Curtis LeMay

“Treat people as if they were what they
ought to be and you help them to becone
what they are capable of being.”

Johann Wl fgang Von Goet he

“Treat a person as he is, and he wll
remain as he is. Treat him as he could be
and he will become what he should be.”

Ji my Johnson
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REFLECTI ON RESPECT
Respect is nore than hol ding the door open

or saluting an officer of higher rank. It
is conmuni cati on of deepl y hel d
convictions. It is a reflection of a
person’s view of themselves.

“"Respect” is a demanding virtue. It demands
not to be taught by preaching but by

denonstration. It reproduces itself only
when it is wused. It is rarely received
unless it is first given. It is rarely

given unless it is authentic. It seldom can
be extended to others when it is not felt
by the giver. It is circular anmong nen. It
goes round and round and the first to break
the circle of mutual respect robs everyone
else fromits future expression.

Respect is a product of love. It conveys
value. It seeks to treat people in such a
way that their true natures as children of
CGod, created in His image, is reflected by
their treatnment of one another

STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON MATTHEW 18: 1- 4
“IAt that tine the disciples came to Jesus,
saying, 'Who is the greatest in the kingdom
of heaven?’ 2And calling to hima child, he
put him in the midst of them 3and said,

‘Truly, | say to you, unless you turn and
becorme like children, you will never enter
the kingdom of heaven. “Woever hunbles
hinself like this child is the greatest in

t he ki ngdom of heaven. 7~
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“Christ spoke many words of his sufferings,
but only one of his glory; vyet the
di sciples fasten upon that, and overl ook
the others. Many love to hear and speak of
privileges and glory, who are wlling to
pass by the thoughts of work and trouble.
Qur Lord set a little child before them
solemmly assuring them that unless they
were converted and nmade like little
children, they could not enter his kingdom
Children, when very young, do not desire

aut hority, do not regard out war d
distinctions, are free from malice, are
teachabl e, and willingly dependent on their

parents. It is true that they soon begin to
show other dispositions, and other ideas
are taught them at an early age; but these
are marks of childhood, and render them
proper enblens of the lowy ninds of true
Christians. Surely we need to be daily
renewed in the spirit of our minds, that we

may becone sinple and hunble, as little
children, and willing to be the least of
all. Let us daily study this subject, and

examine our own spirits.”lE

DOCTRI NE WESTM NSTER LARGER CTECHI SM
129, What is required of superiors towards
their inferiors?

It is required of superiors, according to
that power they receive from God, and that
relation wherein they stand, to |ove, pray

for, and bl ess their i nferiors; to
i nstruct, counsel , and adnmonish them
count enanci ng, comending, and rewarding
such as do well; and di scount enanci ng,

reprovi ng, and chastising such as do ill;
protecting, and providing for them all
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t hi ngs necessary for soul and body: and by
grave, w se, holy, and exenplary carriage
to procure glory to Cod, honor to
t hensel ves, and so to preserve that
authority which God hath put upon them

131, What are the duties of equal s?
The duties of equals are, to regard the

dignity and worth of each other, in giving
honor to go one before another; and to
rejoice in each other’s gifts and

advancenent, as their own.
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Questi ons: How should junior ranki ng
Sol diers present thenselves towards their
Commanders and O ficers?

Answer :

1. They must acknow edge and honor them
as Superiors, and account them as nen
set over them by the providence of
CGod, and wi sdom of the State.

2. They nmust be exactly obedient to
their comand, even for conscience
sake; Romans  13: 5. O al | nen
soldiers are nobst strictly tied to
obedi ence, any lack of obedience may
produce very dangerous consequences.

THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON
"The character of a soldier is high. They
who stand forth the forenost in danger, for
the comunity, have the respect of nankind.
An officer is nmuch nore respected than any
other man who has as little money. In a
conmmrer ci al country, money  w || al ways
purchase respect. But you find, an officer,
who has, properly speaking, no noney, is
every where well received and treated with
attention. The character of a soldier
al ways stands himin good stead."

James Boswel |
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"True humility is intelligent self respect
whi ch keeps us from thinking too highly or
too neanly of ourselves. It makes us nodest
by remi nding us how far we have come short
of what we can be."

Ral ph W Sockman

"I have no right, by anything | do or say,
to denean a human being in his own eyes
What matters is not what | think of him it
is what he thinks of himself. To underm ne
a man's self-respect is a sin.”

Ant oi ne de Sai nt - Exupery

“f you want to be respected by others the
great thing is to respect yourself. Only by
that, only by self-respect will you conpel
others to respect you."

Fyodor Dost oyevsky
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REFLECTI ON CONTENTMENT
Cont ent nent is defi ned si mply as,
“happl ness with your situation 1in life.”
Wile a true statenent, it is not
exhaustive. Understandi ng what contentnent
is may be better illum nated by

under st andi ng what contentnment is not. The
opposite of contentnent is envy. Envy is a
desire that is overwhelmng to one degree
or another. It is a desire that nmakes the
one who envies unhappy and discontent with
the present circunstances. Wether it is
envy of possessions, position, privilege,
or people, i.e., relations, envy distracts
a person from the blessings that are
already attained. A content person is one
who is pleasurable to be around, their
notives are pure and sel fless, their vision
is untainted by anbition and lust and their
judgnent is clear of confusing goals.

STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON: PSALM 37: 16
“Better 1is the 1ittle that the righteous
has than the abundance of many wicked.”

Contentnent is rare in the nodern world.
The world dependence on consunerism has
created a culture of restless malcontents

VWere it was once enough to have food on
the table, a fire in the hearth, and a roof
over our head there is no linmt to the Iist
of necessaries owed to every free nan
t oday.

“In a simpler time, advertising merely
called attention to the product and
extoll ed its advant ages. Now it
manuf actures a product of its own: the
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consurner, perpetual ly unsati sfi ed,
restless, anxious, and bored. Advertising
serves not so nuch to advertise products as
to pronpote consunption as a way of life. It
not only promises to palliate all the old

unhappiness to which flesh is heir; it
creates or exacer bat es new forns  of
unhappi ness- per sonal i nsecurity, st at us

anxiety, anxiety in parents about their
ability to satisfy the needs of the young.
Advertising institutionalizes envy and its
attendant anxieties. 7

DOCTRI NE: WESTM NSTER LARGER CATECHI SM
Question 147: What are the duties required
in t he tenth commandnent ?
Answer: The duties required in the tenth
commandnent are, such a full contentnent
W th our own condi tion, and such a
charitable frane of the whole soul toward
our neighbor, as that all our inward

notions and affections touching him tend
unto, and further all that good which is
hi s.

Question 148: What are the sins forbidden
in t he tenth comandnent ?
Answer: The sins forbidden in the tenth
comandnent are, discontentment wth our
own estate; envying and grieving at the
good of our neighbor, together wth all
i nordi nate not i ons and affections to
anything that is his.
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Question: What do you think of soldiers
that are di sposed to insubordination?
Answer :
1. They are as dangerous a breed that
can ever be found in the ranks of an

Arny.

2. They deserve t he nost sever
puni shent , and ought to be
conpl etely separated fromthe Arny.

3. They will hardly ever prove to be

good Sol di ers when they are possessed
with this malcontent and rebellious
di sposition.

THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON:
"It is easier to fight for principles than
tolive up to them"
Al fred Adler,
Probl ems of Neurosis

“The depth and strength of a hunman
charact er are defi ned by its nor al
reserves. Peopl e reveal t hensel ves
conpletely only when they are thrown out of
the customary conditions of their life, for
only then do they have to fall back on
their reserves.”

Leon Tr ot sky
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"One of Satan's greatest tools is pride: to
cause a nman or a wonman to center so nuch
attention on self that he or she becones
insensitive to his Creator or fell ow

beings. It is a cause for discontent,
di vorce, t eenage rebel I'i on, famly
i ndebt edness, and nost other problens we
face." Ezra Taft Benson

“The moment we set our will on rebellion,
we | oose the right to have control over our
mind.” Joe Canpbel

"In taking revenge, a nan is but even wth
his eneny; but in passing it over he is
superior." Franci s Bacon

"Latent in every man is a venom of amazing
bitterness, a black resentnent; sonething
that curses and loathes life, a feeling of
being trapped, of having trusted and been
fooled, of being the helpless prey of
i npotent rage, blind surrender, the victim
of a savage, ruthless power that gives and
takes away, enlists a man, drops him
prom ses and betrays, and - crowning injury
- inflicts on him the humliation of
feeling sorry for hinself." Paul Valery

"It has beconme dramatically clear that the

foundati on of corporate integrity is
personal integrity."

Sam Di Pi azza

CEO of Priceswat er houseCoopers
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REFLECTI ON RELI ABI LI TY
“Reliability” describes the character of
one who can be relied on. It describes

soneone who is faithful and can be trusted.
The virtue of “reliability” 1is very close
to the wvirtue of “fidelity”. Perhaps a
distinction is that fidelity has to do with
remenbering whereas reliability has to do
with activity. A reliable soldier is one
that stays with the work wuntil it is
finished or wuntil he is providentially
hi ndered from conpleting it.

STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON: JEREM AH 2: 18- 20
“And now what do you gain by going to
Egypt to drink the waters of the Nle?
O what do you gain by going to Assyria to
dri nk the waters of t he Euphr at es?
Your evil wll <chastise you, and vyour
apost asy will reprove you.
Know and see that it is evil and bitter for
you to forsake the LORD your God; the fear
of me is not in you, declares the Lord GOD
of hosts.

"For long ago | broke your yoke and burst
your bonds; but you said, 'I wll not
serve.' yes, on every high hill and under
every green tree you bowed down like a
whore.”

The people of God were seeking to be
refreshed and sustained by drinking the
“waters” of other nations when God alone is
t he only source of ref reshnent and
sustenance. Their nenories failed to recal

that God had delivered them from the very
nations they now turn to for help. In their
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identification with those nations, they had
lost their wunique relationship with God.
The people were bowi ng down to the idols of
those lands and so were rejecting the yoke
of God and taking on the yoke of idols.

DOCTRI NE WCF (1648)
XX. 3, They who, upon pretense of Christian
liberty, do practice any sin, or cherish
any lust, do thereby destroy the end of
Christian liberty; which is, that, being
delivered out of the hands of our enenies,
we might serve the Lord without fear, in
hol i ness and righteousness before him all
t he days of our life.
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Question: What is your opinion of those
Soldiers that are unpatriotic or desert the
nati on they have prom sed to serve?

Answer :

1. Such are, by the law of our I|and,
deservi ng of death.

2. It is a nmost ignoble and base
behavior to do such a thing, and they
who do it deserve to be branded with
i nfamy forever.

3. It is foul and wi cked, it is
offensive both to God and to nman,
Psal m 78: 9.

a. For, such (if the cause is
just) abandon the Cause of God.

b. They forsake the public trust
which was reposed in them by
their nation.

c. They betray the Cause they have
vowed to support.

d. They nmake a dangerous exanpl e,
and may be the cause of the
overthrow of their Commands.
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THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON

“Though those that are betrayed Do feel the
treason sharply, yet the traitor Stands in
worse case of woe.” W 1iam Shakespeare

“God defend nme from ny friends; from ny
enemies | can defend mnyself.” Proverb

“Then you should have died! D ed, rather
than betray your friends, as we would have
done for you!" Joanne Kat hl een Rowl i ng

“No wise man ever thought that a traitor
should be trusted.”
Cicero (Marcus Tullius G cero),
Orationes In Verrem (11, 1, 15)

“Any appeasement of tyranny is treason to
this republic and to the democratic ideal.”
WlliamAl len Wite

“Is there not some chosen curse, some
hi dden thunder in the stores of heaven, red
with uncomon wath, to blast the nman who
owes his greatness to his country's ruin!”
Joseph Addi son

“A nation can survive its fools, and even
the anbitious. But it cannot survive
treason from within. An eneny at the gates
is less formdable, for he is known and
carries his banner openly. But the traitor
noves anongst those within the gate freely,



A CHRISTIAN SOLDIER’S CATECHISM

his sly whispers rustling through all the
al | eys, heard in the very halls of
government itself. For the traitor appears
not a traitor; he speaks in accents
famliar to his victinms, and he wears their
face and their argunents, he appeals to the
baseness that lies deep in the hearts of
all nmen. He rots the soul of a nation, he
wor ks secretly and unknown in the night to
undernmine the pillars of the city, he
infects the body politic so that it can no
| onger resist. A murder is less to fear.”
Marcus Tullius Gicero

REFLECTI ON FI DELI TY
Fidelity means faithfulness, and is often
associ at ed with | oyal ty, comm t ment,

st eadf astness, or allegiance. It is relied
on by those around us as a key to
understanding our role in a group or
society. The future is predictable only as
far as we are faithful

A bridge makes a good netaphor for fidelity
in that each of the parts nust remain
committed to the work of the bridge or the
entire structure will fall. If any part of
the bridge, that is one of the support or
suspensi ons were to forget their task, the
entire bridge wuld be in danger of
col | apse.

It is the sanme with people. Wen stress
cones and presses down on a society such as
in times of war, there is no place for any
essential part to shrink back from their
duty. Wthout the virtue of fidelity,
predicting the response of people to a
situation is inpossible.
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STUDY AND MEDI TATI ON MATTHEW 26: 47- 56
"7 While he was still speaking, Judas cane,

one of the twelve, and with him a great
cromd with swords and clubs, fromthe chief
priests and the elders of the people. *® Now
the betrayer had given them a sign, saying,
“The one I will kiss 1is the man; seize
him.” *® And he cane up to Jesus at once and
said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” And he Kkissed
him % Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what
you came to do.” Then they cane up and
laid hands on Jesus and seized him 3! And
behol d, one of those who were with Jesus
stretched out his hand and drew his sword
and struck the servant of the high priest
and cut off his ear. % Then Jesus said to
him, "“Put your sword back into its place.

For all who take the sword will perish by
the sword. ° Do you think that | cannot
appeal to ny Father, and he will at once

send ne nore than twelve |egions of angels?
% But how then should the Scriptures be
fulfilled, that it must be so?” *° At that
hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you
cone out as against a robber, with swords
and clubs to capture ne? Day after day |
sat in the tenple teaching, and you did not
seize me. %6 But all this has taken place
that the Scriptures of the prophets night
be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples left
himand fled. ~

John Calvin comments, “I have no doubt that
Judas was restrained, either by reverence
for our Lord, or by shame for his crineg,
from venturing openly to avow hinmself as
one of the enemies.. I conjecture, for this
reason, that he recollected the nunerous-
proofs by which Christ had fornerly

228
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attested his divine power. But it was, at
the sane tine, astonishing madness, either
to attenpt to conceal hinself by frivol ous
hypocri sy, when he came into the presence
of the Son of God. Luke expresses it nore
fully: Judas, betrayest thou the Son of nan
with a kiss? except that there is greater
force in this reproof, that the benevol ence
of his Master, and the very high honor
conferred on him are wckedly abused for
the purpose of the basest treachery. For
Christ does not enploy an ironical address
when he calls him friend, but charges him
with ingratitude, that, from being an
intimate friend, who sat at his table, he
had becone a traitor, as had been predicted
in the psalm |If a stranger had done this,
| could have endured it; but now ny private
and famliar friend, with whom | took food
pl easantly, who acconpanied ne to the
tenple of the Lord, hath prepared snares
against nme. This shows clearly--what |
hinted a little ago--that, whatever may be
the artifices by which hypocrites conceal
t hensel ves, and whatever may be the
pretenses which they hold out, when they
cone into the presence of the Lord, their
crimes become manifest; and it even becones
the ground of a severer sentence against
them that, having been adnitted into the
bosom of Christ, they treacherously rise up
against him For the word friend, as we
have stated, contains within itself a sharp
sting.”
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DOCTRI NE HElI DELBERG CATECH SM
Q 127 Wiich is the sixth petition? (of the
Lord’s Prayer)

"And lead us not into tenptation, but
deliver us from evil"; that is, since we
are so weak in ourselves, that we cannot
stand a nonent; and besides this, since our
nortal enemes, the devil, the world, and
our own flesh, cease not to assault us, do
thou therefore preserve and strengthen us
by the power of thy Holy Spirit, that we
may not be overcone in this spiritual
war fare, but constantly and strenuously may
resist our foes, till at last we obtain a
conpl ete victory.
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Question: How out Soldiers to be encouraged
and rewar ded?
Answer :

1. They ought to be highly honored,
especi al ly t hose who have
denonstrated courage and fidelity in
the service of their Country.

2. They ought to be well taken care of,
with sufficient pay, while they are
depl oyed: for no nman goes to war at
his own personal expense for that
woul d be to engage in nmercenary war.

3. Any who have been injured should be
liberally provided for and the
famlies of those who were |ost
should be confortably naintained all
their days by those who sent them

THOUGHTS FOR | NSPI RATI ON:
“l was very careful to send M. Roosevelt
every few days a statenent of our
casualties. | tried to keep before him all
the time the casualty results because you
get hardened to these things and you have
to be very careful to keep them always in
the forefront of your mnd.”

Gen CGeorge C. Marshall

“The education of a man is never conpleted
until he dies.” Robert E. Lee
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“What a cruel thing is war: to separate and
destroy famlies and friends, and nmar the
purest joys and happiness God has granted
us in this world; to fill our hearts wth
hatred instead of |ove for our neighbors,
and to devastate the fair face of this
beautiful world.” Robert E. Lee

“And like the old soldier in that ballad, I
now close ny mlitary career and just fade
away, an old soldier who tried to do his
duty as God gave himthe sight to see that
duty.” General Dougl as MacArt hur

“Part of the American dream is to live long
and die young. Only those Anericans who are
willing to die for their country are fit to
live.” General Dougl as MacArt hur

“It 1is foolish and wrong to mourn the men
who died. Rather we should thank God that
such men lived.” General George S. Patton
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REFLECTI ON HONCR
Honor may be defined simply as “having a
good name.” It 1is the motivation that
drives what nmen nust do. An honorable
action is one that has net the criteria of
being worthy and worthwhile and an
honorable man is one with both the courage
to undertake the work and the constancy or
fidelity to see it through to conpletion.

Honor includes other virtues such as
cour age, integrity, fidelity, respect,
sel fl essness, and duty. It is a general

term to describe a specific character.
There is no honor wthout the other
virtues. Even 1if one is “honored” because
of their rank or position, they are not
necessarily “honorable” in their character.
Honor is an assessment nade by a conmunity
regarding a man’s complete character and
cr eed.

STUDY AND MEDI TATION 1 THESSALONI ANS 4: 3-5

*For this is the wll of God, your
sanctification: t hat you abstain from
sexual immorality; “that each one of you

know how to control his own body in
hol i ness and honor, °®°not in the passion of
lust Ilike the Gentiles who do not know God”

Mat t hew Henry conment ed t hat 1
Thessalonians 4 is.., “A caution against
uncl eanness, this being a sin directly
contrary to sanctification, or that holy
wal king to which he so earnestly exhorts
them This caution is expressed, and also
enforced by nany argunents,
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It is expressed in these words: That you
should abstain from fornication [i.e.,
sexual immorality] (v. 3), by which we are
to understand all uncleanness whatsoever,
either in a married or unnarried state.
Adultery is of course included, though
fornication is particularly nentioned. And
ot her sorts of uncl eanness are also
forbi dden, of which it is a shanme even to
speak, though they are done by too nmany in
secret. Al that is contrary to chastity in
heart, speech, and behavior, is contrary to
the command of God in the Decal ogue, and
contrary to that holiness which the gospel
requires.

1. It is the will of God in general that
we should be holy, because he that
called us is holy, and because we are
chosen unto salvation through the
sanctification of the Spirit; and not
only does God require holiness in the
heart, but also purity in our bodies,
and that we should cleanse ourselves
fromall filthiness both of flesh and

spirit

2. This will be greatly for our honor:
so nuch is plainly inmplied, v. 4.
VWereas the contrary will be a great
di shonor.

3. To indulge the lust of concupiscence
is to live and act |ike heathens.
4. The sin of uncleanness, especially

adul tery, is a great pi ece of
injustice that God will be the
avenger of.

5. The sin of uncleanness is contrary to
t he nat ure and desi gn of our
Christian calling: For God hath

N
N
™
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called us not unto uncleanness, but
unto holiness, v. 7.”

DOCTRI NE HEI DELBERG CATECHI SM
Q 108, 109, What doeth the seventh
conmandnent teach us?

That all wuncleanness is accursed of God;
and that therefore we nust with all our
hearts detest the same, and live chastely
and tenperately, whether in holy wedl ock or
in single life.

Doth God forbid in this comandnment only
adul tery and such |like grow sins?

Since both our body and soul are tenples of
the Holy Ghost, he commands us to preserve
them pure and holy; therefore He forbids
all unchaste actions.
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APPENDIX A
THE SOLDIER’S POCKET BI BLE'®

Containing the nost (if not all) those
places in the Scriptures which show the
qualifications of the inner man, that is a
fit Soldier to fight the Lord’s Battles,
both before the fight, in the fight, and
after the fight;

Those Scriptures are arranged under several
heads, and fitly applied to the various
circunstances Soldiers will find thensel ves
in.

These may al so be useful for all Christians
to neditate on in difficult times of war.

“This Book of the Law shall not depart from
your nouth, but you shall neditate on it
day and night, so that you nmay be careful
to do according to all that is witten in

it. For then vyou wll make your way
prosperous, and then you wll have good
success.”
Joshua 1:8
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4 A Sol dier nust never behave wi ckedl y
"When you are encanped against your
enem es, then you shall keep yourself
from every evil thing.” Deut er onony
23:9

“Soldiers also asked him, "And we,
what shall we do?" And he said to
them "Do not extort noney from
anyone by threats or by false
accusation, and be content with your
wages. " Luke 3:14

“But if in spite of this you will not
listen to ne, but walk contrary to
nme, then | will walk contrary to you
in fury, and | nyself wll discipline
you sevenfol d for your sins.”

Leviticus 26:27, 28

"They shall stunble over one another,
as if to escape a sword, though none
pursues. And you shall have no power

to stand before your enemies.”
Leviticus 26: 37

“The LORD will cause you to be
defeated before your enenmies. You
shall go out one way against them and
fl ee seven ways before them And you
shall be a horror to all the kingdons
of the earth.” Deut er onony 28: 25
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Soldier must be wvaliant for God’s

“Then Saul said to David, "Here is ny
el der daughter Merab. | will give her
to you for a wife. Only be valiant
for me and fight the LORD's battles.’
For Saul thought, ‘Let not my hand be
against him but let the hand of the
Philistines be against him"1 Sanuel
18: 17

‘Be of good courage, and let us be
courageous for our people, and for
the cities of our God, and nmay the
LORD do what seens good to him" 2
Sanuel 10: 12

“~and that all this assenbly may know
that the LORD saves not with sword
and spear. For the battle is the

LORD’s, and he will give you into our
hand. " 1 Sanuel 17:47

4 A Soldier nust deny his own w sdom his
own strength, and all provision for war

Trust in the LORD with all your
heart,
and do not Ilean on your own

understanding.”
Proverbs 3:5

“He will guard the feet of his
faithful ones, but the wcked shall
be cut off in darkness, for not by
might shall a man prevail.”

1 Sanuel 2:9
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"For not in ny bow do | trust, nor can
my sword save me.” Psal m 44: 6

“The king is not saved by his great
arny; a warrior is not delivered by
his great strength.”

Psal m 33: 16

“The war horse 1is a false hope for
salvation, and by its great nmight it
cannot rescue.” Psal m 33: 17

“"No man has power to retain the
spirit, or power over the day of
death. There is no discharge from
war , nor will wi ckedness deliver
those who are given to it.”
Eccl esi astes 8:8

'O our Cod, wll you not execute
j udgment on t hen? For we are
power|l ess against this great horde
that is comng against us. W do not
know what to do, but our eyes are on
you. " 2 Chronicles 20:12

4 A Soldier nust put his confidence in
God’s wisdom and strength

“Finally, be strong in the Lord and

in the strength of his might.”

Ephesi ans 6: 10

"Wth God are wi sdom and m ght; he has
counsel and understanding.” Job 12:13
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‘Anesone is CGod from his sanctuary;
the God of Israel--he is the one who
gives power and strength to his
peopl e. Blessed be God!” Psalm 68: 35

‘Cod is our refuge and strength, a
very present help in trouble.”

Psal m 46: 1
‘But go, act, be strong for the
battle. Wiy should you suppose that
God will cast you down before the

eneny? For God has power to help or
to cast down."
2 Chronicles 25:8

“with the mighty deeds of the Lord

GOD | will come; | wll remind them
of your righteousness, yours alone.”
Psal m 71: 16

“Then David said to the Philistihe,
‘You come to me with a sword and with
a spear and with a javelin, but |
cone to you in the nane of the LORD
of hosts, the God of the arnies of
Israel, whom you have defied.’”

1 Sanuel 17:45
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4 A Soldier nust pray before he goes to
the fight
‘And we prayed to our God and set a
guard as a protection against them
day and night.”
Nehemni ah 4:9

“Then Samson called to the LORD and
said, "O Lord GOD, please renenber ne
and please strengthen ne only this
once, O CGod, that | may be avenged on
the Philistines for my two eyes."
Judges 16: 28

"And it was told David, ‘Ahithophel is
anmong the conspirators with Absalom™
And David said, "O LORD, please turn
t he counsel of Ahi t hophel into

foolishness.”’”"
2 Samuel 15:31

I'f any of you lacks wisdom let him
ask God, who gives generously to all

wi thout reproach, and it wll be
given him.”

Janmes 1:5
‘Gve me understanding, that | may
keep your law and observe it with ny
whole heart.” Psal m 119: 34

“Turn to nme and be gracious to ne;

gi ve your strength to your
servant, and save the son of your
maidservant.” Psal m 86: 16
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“Contend, O LORD, with those who
contend with me; fight against those
who fight against ne! Draw the spear
and javelin against ny pursuers!
Say to ny soul , ‘T am  your
salvation!’" Psal m 35:1, 3

"And the people of Israel said to the
LORD, "We have sinned; do to us
what ever seens good to you. Only
pl ease deliver us this day."

Judges 10: 15

Sol dier nust consider and believe
gracious promises

‘And they rose early in the norning
and went out into the wlderness of
Tekoa. And when they went out,
Jehoshaphat stood and said, ‘Hear me,
Judah and inhabitants of Jerusal eni
Believe in the LORD your God, and you
will be established; believe his

prophets, and you will succeed.’”"
2 Chronicles 20:20

“for the LORD your God is he who goes
with you to fight for you against
your enem es, to give you the
victory.”

Deut er onony 20:4

“The LORD will fight for you, and you
have only to be silent." Exodus 14:14
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“put you shall fear the LORD your
God, and he will deliver you out of

the hand of all your enemes.”
2 Kings 17:39

If this be so, our CGod whom we serve
is able to deliver us from the
burning fiery furnace, and he wll
deliver us out of your hand, O Kking.
But if not, be it known to you, O
king, that we wll not serve your
gods or worship the gol den inmage that
you have set up." Dani el 3:17, 18

“from the time that | appointed
judges over ny people Israel. And |
wil | subdue al | your enem es
Moreover, | declare to you that the
LORD wi Il build you a house.”

1 Chronicles 17:10

“You shall seek those who contend

with you, but you shall not find
t hem

t hose who war agai nst you shall be as
nothing at all.” | sai ah 41:12

"..n0 weapon that is fashioned against

you shall succeed, and you shall
confute every tongue that rises
agai nst you in j udgrent .

This is the heritage of the servants
of the LORD and their vindication
fromne, declares the LORD."

| sai ah 54: 17
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4 A soldier nust not fear his enenies

“When you go out to war against your
enem es, and see horses and chariots
and an arny |arger than your own, you
shall not be afraid of them for the
LORD your God is wth you, who
brought you up out of the land of
Egypt.”

Deut eronony 20: 1

“But the LORD said to me, 'Do not
fear him for | have given him and
all his people and his land into your
hand. And you shall do to him as you
did to Sihon the king of t he
Amorites, who 1lived at Heshbon.'”

Deut er onony 3: 2

“You shall not fear them for it is
the LORD your God who fights for
you.” Deut er onony 3: 22

"’Be strong and courageous. Do not be
afraid or dismyed before the king of
Assyria and all the horde that is
with him for there are nmore with us
than with him Wth himis an arm of
flesh, but with us is the LORD our
God, to help us and to fight our
battles.’ And the people took
confidence from the words of Hezekiah
king of Judah.”

2 Chronicles 32:7, 8
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‘And say to him 'Be careful, be
quiet, do not fear, and do not |Iet
your heart be faint because of these
two snoldering stunps of firebrands,
at the fierce anger of Rezin and
Syria and the son of Remaliah.”

| saiah 7:4

‘And do not fear those who kill the
body but cannot kill the soul. Rather
fear him who can destroy both soul

and body in hell.” MVat t hew 10: 28
‘But | say to you, Love your enenies
and pray for those who persecute
you...” MVat t hew 5: 44

‘But Jehu the son of Hanani the seer
went out to neet him and said to King
Jehoshaphat, "Should you help the
wi cked and |ove those who hate the
LORD? Because of this, wath has gone
out agai nst you from the LORD.”

2 Chronicles 19:2

“Do I not hate those who hate you, O
LORD? And do | not |oathe those who
rise up against you? | hate themwth
conplete hatred; | count them ny
enemies.” Psal m 139: 21- 22
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4 A Soldier nust cry unto God in his heart
in the very instant of the battle
“And when Judah 1ooked, behold, the
battle was in front of and behind
them And they cried to the LORD, and
the priests blew the trumpets.”
2 Chronicles 13:14

”And Asa cried to the LORD his God,
"O LORD, there is none like you to
hel p, between the nmighty and the
weak. Help us, O LORD our God, for we
rely on you, and in your nane we have
cone against this nmultitude. O LORD,
you are our God; let not man prevail
agai nst you." 2 Chronicles 14:11

“As soon as the captains of the
chariots saw Jehoshaphat, they said,

"It is the king of Israel.” So they
turned to fight against him And
Jehoshaphat cried out, and the LORD
hel ped him God drew them away from
him.” 2 Chronicles 18:31

4 A Soldier nust consider that sonetines
God’s people have the worst in battle as
well as God’s enemies
”David said to the messenger, ‘Thus
shall you say to Joab, "“Do not let
this mtter trouble you, for the
swor d devours now one and now

anot her . St rengt hen your attack
against the city and overthrow 1it.”
And encourage him.’" 2 Samuel 11:25
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”It 1is the same for all, since the
same event happens to the righteous
and the w cked, to the good and the
evil, to the clean and the unclean,
to him who sacrifices and him who
does not sacrifice. As is the good,
so is the sinner, and he who swears
1s as he who shuns an oath.”
Eccl esi astes 9: 2

“So about 3,000 men went up there
fromthe people. And they fled before
the men of Ai..” Joshua 7: 4

”So the Philistines fought, and
I srael was defeated, and they fled,
every man to his hone. And there was
a very great slaughter, for there
fell of Israel thirty thousand foot
soldiers.” 1 Sanuel 4:10

“Whenever Moses held wup his hand,
I srael prevailed, and whenever he
lowered his hand, Amalek prevailed.”

Exodus 17:11

“For these things | weep; nmny eyes
flow W th tears;
for a conforter is far from ne, one
to revive ny spirit;

nmy children are desolate, for the
enemny has prevailed."
Lanentations 1:16
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4 Soldiers and all of us nust consider
that though Gods people have the worst of
it, it still comes fromthe Lord
“who gave up Jacob to the |ooter, and
| srael to t he pl underers?

Was it not the LORD, against whom we
have sinned, in whose ways they would
not walk, and whose law they would
not obey?” | sai ah 42: 24

“Is a trumpet blown in a city, and

t he peopl e are not afrai d?
Does disaster cone to a city, unless
the LORD has done 1it?” Anps 3: 6

7and the LORD sold theminto the hand
of Jabin king of Canaan, who reigned
in Hazor..” Judges 4:2

“My transgressions were bound into a

yoke; by his hand they were fastened

t oget her;

they were set upon ny neck; he caused

strength to fail

the Lord gave ne into the hands of

those whom I cannot withstand.”
Lamentations 1:14

“The Lord has scor ned hi s
altar, disowned hi s sanct uary;
he has delivered into the hand of the
eneny the walls of her pal aces;
they raised a clanor in the house of
the LORD as on the day of festival.”

Lanmentations 2:7
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+ For their iniquities, God’s people are
delivered into the hands of their enemes.
“all the nations will say, 'Wiy has
the LORD done thus to this |and? What
caused the heat of this great anger?
Then people will say, 'It is because
t hey abandoned the covenant of the
LORD, the God of their fathers, which
he made with them when he brought
them out of the land of Egypt..”
Deut eronony 29:24, 25

”The LORD said to Joshua, ‘Get up!
Wiy have you fallen on your face?
| srael has si nned; t hey have
transgressed nmy covenant t hat I
conmanded them they have taken sone
of the devoted things; they have
stolen and lied and put them anong
their own belongings.’”

Joshua 7:10, 11

“The captain of the guard took
Jeremiah and said to him, ‘The LORD
your God pronounced this disaster
against this place. The LORD has
brought it about, and has done as he
sai d. Because you sinned against the
LORD and did not obey his voice, this
thing has come upon you.’”

Jerem ah 40:2, 3
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"My people have been lost sheep.
Their shepherds have |led them astray,
turning them away on the nountains.
From nountain to hill they have gone
They have forgotten their fold. All
who found them have devoured them
and their enem es have said, 'W are
not guilty, for they have sinned
against the LORD, their habitation of
ri ght eousness, the LORD, the hope of
their fathers.'” Jerem ah 50:6, 7

“Why should a living nman conplain,
a man, about the punishnment of his

sins?”
Lanentations 3:39

+ Therefore both Soldiers and all God’s
peopl e upon such occasions must search out

their

si ns.
“Let us test and exanmi ne our ways,
and return to the LORD!”

Lanment ati ons 3: 40

“Get up! Consecrate the people and

say, ' Consecrate your sel ves for
tomorrow, for thus says the LORD, God
of Israel, "There are devoted things
in your mdst, O Israel. You cannot
stand before your enenmies until you
take away the devoted things from
anong you." Joshua 7:13

240
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» Especially let Soldiers and all of us
upon such occasi ons search whether we have
not put two little confidence in the Arny
of the Lord, and too nmuch in the arny of
flesh.
“.or my people have committed twO
evils: they have forsaken ne, the

fountain of living wat er s,
and hewed out ci sterns for
t hensel ves, broken cisterns that can
hold no water.” Jerem ah 2:13

“From it too you will come away W th

your hands on your head,
for the LORD has rejected those in
whom you trust, and you wll not
prosper by them.” Jereni ah 2: 37

“Thus says the LORD: 'Cursed is the
man who trusts in man and makes fl esh
his strength, whose heart turns away
fromthe LORD. 7~ Jerem ah 17:5

4 And let Soldiers and all of us consi der,
that to prevent this sin, and for the
conmitting of this sin, the scriptures show
us that the Lord has ever given the victory
to a few
“"The LORD said to Gideon, '‘The people
with you are too many for ne to give
the Mdianites into their hand, |est
Israel boast over me, saying, “My own
hand has saved me.””” Judges 7:2
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“And the LORD said to Gideon, ‘With
the 300 men who lapped | wll save
you and give the Mdianites into your
hand, and let all the others go every
man to his home.’" Judges 7:7

“And the people of Benjamin mustered
out of their cities on that day
26,000 men who drew the sword
besides the inhabitants of G beah
who mustered 700 chosen men.”

Judges 20:15

”“And the men of Israel, apart from
Benjamin, nustered 400,000 nen who
drew the sword; all these were nen of
war.”

Judges 20:17

”The people of Benjamin came out of
G beah and destroyed on that day
22,000 men of the Israelites.”

Judges 20:21

“And Benjamin went against them out
of G beah the second day, and
destroyed 18,000 nen of the people of
Israel. Al these were nen who drew
the sword.” Judges 20: 25
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“And the people of Israel went up
agai nst the people of Benjamin on the
third day and set thenselves in array
against Gibeah, as at other times.”

Judges 20: 30

“Surrounding the Benjaminites, they
pursued them and trod them down from
Nohah!@ as far as opposite G beah on
the east.” Judges 20: 43

“And they turned and fled toward the
wilderness to the rock of R nmon.
Five thousand nmen of them were cut
down in the highways. And they were
pursued hard to G dom and 2,000 nen
of them were struck down. ”

Judges 20: 45

“So all who fell that day of Benjamin
were 25,000 nen who drew the sword
all of them men of valor.”

Judges 20: 46

“Abi jah went out to battle, having an
arnmy of valiant nen of war, 400,000
chosen nen. And Jeroboam drew up his
line of battle against him wth
800, 000 chosen mighty warriors. Then
Abijah stood up on Munt Zemaraim
that is in the hill country of
Ephraim and said, " Hear ne, O
Jeroboam and all Israell”

2 Chronicles 13:3, 4
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“And now you think to withstand the
ki ngdom of the LORD in the hand of
the sons of David, because you are a
great nmultitude and have with you the
gol den cal ves that Jeroboam made you
for gods.” 2 Chronicles 13:8

“But as for us, the LORD is our God,
and we have not forsaken him W have
priests mnistering to the LORD who
are sons of Aaron, and Levites for
their service.”

2 Chronicles 13:10

“Behold, God is with us at our head,
and his priests wth their battle
trunpets to sound the call to battle
agai nst you. O sons of Israel, do not
fight against the LORD, the God of
your f at her s, for you cannot
succeed. "
“Jeroboam had sent an anbush around
to come upon them from behind. Thus
his troops!@ were in front of Judah,
and the anbush was behind them And
when Judah | ooked, behold, the battle
was in front of and behind them And
they cried to the LORD, and the
priests blew the trunpets. Then the
men of Judah raised the battle shout.
And when the men of Judah shouted,
God defeated Jeroboam and all |srael
before Abijah and Judah.”

2 Chronicles 13:12-15

“Abijah and his people struck them
with great force, so there fell slain
of Israel 500,000 chosen men.”

2 Chronicles 3:17
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“And Asa had an army of 300,000 from
Judah, arnmed with large shields and
spears, and 280,000 nen from Benjanin
that carried shields and drew bows.
Al these were mghty nmen of valor.
Zerah the Ethiopian canme out against
them with an arnmy of a nillion nen
and 300 chariots, and came as far as
Mareshah. And Asa went out to neet
him and they drew up their I|ines of
battle in the Valley of Zephathah at
Mareshah. And Asa cried to the LORD
his God, "O LORD, there is none like
you to help, between the mighty and
the weak. Help us, O LORD our God,
for we rely on you, and in your name
we have cone against this nultitude.
O LORD, you are our God; let not nan
prevail against you."

2 Chronicles 14:8-11

4 And let soldiers, and all of us know,

that in the nmonent that God has prom sed us

hel p, is precisely when we will see no help
cone from man

“So Abraham called the nane of that

pl ace, "The LORD will provide"; as it

is said to this day, "On the nount of

the LORD it shall be provided. "

Genesi s 22:14
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“"And Moses said to the people, "Fear
not, st and firm and see t he

salvation of the LORD, which he wll
work for you today. For the Egyptians
whom you see today, you shall never
see again.” Exodus 14:13

“O our God, will you not execute
j udgment on t hen? For we are
power|l ess against this great horde
that is coming against us. W do not
know what to do, but our eyes are on
you." 2 Chronicles 20:12

“You will not need to fight 1in this
battle. St and firm hol d your
position, and see the salvation of
the LORD on your behalf, O Judah and
Jerusalem' Do not be afraid and do
not be dismayed. Tonorrow go out
against them and the LORD wll be
with you." 2 Chronicles 20: 17

"Wengeance is mine, and reconpense,
for the time when their foot shall
slip; for the day of their calamty
is at hand, and their doom cones
swiftly." For the LORD will vindicate
hi s people and have conpassion on his
servants, Wwen he sees that their
power is gone and there is none
remaining, bond or free.”

Deut eronony 32: 35, 36
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“"But he said to me, "My grace 1is
sufficient for you, for ny power is
nmade perfect in weakness." Therefore
I will boast all the nore gladly of
ny weaknesses, so that the power of

Christ may rest upon me.”
2 Corinthians 12:9

“Then he said to me, "This 1is the
word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: Not
by might, nor by power, but by ny
Spirit, says the LORD of hosts.”

Zachariah 4:6

“Because the poor are plundered,

because t he needy groan,

I will now arise," says the LORD;

"I will place him in the safety
for which he longs."

Psal m 12: 5

“Now | wll arise," says the LORD,

‘now | will [lift nyself wup; now |

will be exalted. ””
| sai ah 33:10
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4 If our forces were to ever be weakened
and our enenmies were to sinultaneously grow
stronger, then let Soldiers and all of us
know that we had a promise from God that He
would help when we were stronger, and
therefore let us pray nore confidently and
expect that help to cone when we are
weaker .
“O LORD, be gracious to us; we wait
for you. Be our arm every norn-
ing, our salvation in the time of
trouble.” | sai ah 33:2

“Hear , O LORD, t he voi ce of
Judah, and bring him in to his
peopl e. Wth your hands contend for
him and be a help against his
adversaries." Deut er onomry 33:7

“Look to the right and see:
there is none who takes notice of ne;
no refuge remmins to nme; no one cares
for my soul., | cry to you, O LORD; |
say, "You are my refuge, ny portion
in the land of the living."
Psal m 142: 4, 5

“Be not far from me, for trouble is

near, and there 1is none to help.”
Psal m 22: 11

“Zion hears and 1is glad, and the

daughters of Judah rejoice, because

of your judgments, O LORD.”
Psal m 97: 8

“Take hold of shield and buckler and
rise for my help!” Psal m 35: 2
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“Help us, O God of our salvation, for
t he gl ory of your nane;
del i ver us, and atone for our
sins, for your name's sake!”

Psal m 79: 9

4 And let Soldiers, and all of us know,
that if we obtain any victory over our
enemies, it is our duty to give all the
glory to the Lord, and say:
“The LORD is a man of war; the LORD
is his name.” Exodus 15:3

“Your right hand, O LORD, glorious 1in
power, your right hand, O LORD,
shatters the eneny.
In the greatness of your mmjesty you
overthrow your adversaries; you send
out your fury; it consumes them |ike
stubble.”

Exodus 15:6-7

“This 1is the LORD's doing; it is
marvelous in our eyes.” Psalm 118:23

“There has been no day like it before
or since, when the LORD obeyed the
voice of a man, for the LORD fought
for Israel.” Joshua 10: 14

“But as for me, I will 1look to the
LORD; I will wait for the God of ny
salvation;, my God will hear me.”

M cah 7:7
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“He delivered us from such a deadly
peril, and he will deliver us. On him

we have set our hope that he will
deliver us again.” 2 Corinthians 1:10

"And now we thank you, our God, and
praise your glorious name.”

1 Chronicles 29:13

“And after all that has comeé upon us
for our evil deeds and for our great
guilt, seeing that you, our God, have
puni shed us less than our iniquities
deserved and have given us such a
remmant as this, shall we break your
conmandnents again and intermarry
with the peoples who practice these
abomi nati ons? Wuld you not be angry

with us wuntil you consumed us, so
that there should be no remant, nor
any to escape?” Ezra 9:13, 14

“I have sworn an oath and confirmed

it, to keep your righteous rules.”
Psal m 119: 106

“I will walk before the LORD in the
land of the living.” Psal m 116: 9
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APPENDIX B
O CGod, and of the Holy Trinity

(Fromthe Westmi nster Confession of Faith)

| . There is but one only,! living, and true
God,? who is infinite in being and
perfection,? a nost pur e spirit,?

1DEU 6:4 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD
is one.” 1CO 8:4 4Therefore, as to the eating of food offered
to idols, we know that "an idol has no real existence," and
that "there is no God but one. ®yet for us there is one God,
the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we
exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all
things and through whom we exist.”

21TH 1:9 "For they themselves report concerning us the
kind of reception we had among you, and how you turned
to God from idols to serve the living and true God.” JER
10:1019"But the LORD is the true God; he is the living God
and the everlasting King.

At his wrath the earth quakes, and the nations cannot
endure his indignation.”

3JOB 11:7 "Can you find out the deep things of God? Can
you find out the limit of the Almighty? #It is higher than
heavenfl--what can you do? Deeper than Sheol--what can
you know? °Its measure is longer than the earth and
broader than the sea. 26:14 14Behold, these are but the
outskirts of his ways, and how small a whisper do we hear
of him! But the thunder of his power who can
understand?"

4 JOH 4:24 “God is spirit, and those who worship him must
worship in spirit and truth".
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invisible,® without body, parts,® or
passions;’ imutable,® imense,® eternal,!°

51T11:17 "To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only
God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.”

¢ DEU 4:15 "Therefore watch yourselves very carefully.
Since you saw no form on the day that the LORD spoke to
you at Horeb out of the midst of the fire, 1°beware lest you
act corruptly by making a carved image for yourselves, in
the form of any figure, the likeness of male or female, JOH
4:24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must
worship in spirit and truth." LUK 24:39 See my hands and
my feet, that it is | myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit
does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have."

7 ACT 14:11 “ And when the crowds saw what Paul had
done, they lifted up their voices, saying in Lycaonian, “The
gods have come down to us in the likeness of men!"
15"Men, why are you doing these things? We also are men,
of like nature with you, and we bring you good news, that
you should turn from these vain things to a living God,
who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all
that is in them.”

8 JAM 1:17 “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from
above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom
there is no variation or shadow due to change.” MAL 3:6
"For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children
of Jacob, are not consumed.”

1K1 8:27 "But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold,
heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you; how
much less this house that I have built!” JER 23:23 "Am 1 a
God at hand, declares the LORD, and not a God afar off?
2Can a man hide himself in secret places so that I cannot

26 2
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i nconprehensi bl e, alnighty,* nost wise,?®®

most holy,** nost free,'® nost absol ute;

see him? declares the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and
earth? declares the LORD.”

10 PSA 90:2 “Before the mountains were brought forth, or
ever you had formed the earth and the world, from
everlasting to everlasting you are God.” 1T11:17 “To the
King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor
and glory forever and ever. Amen.”

1 PSA 145:3 “Great is the LORD, and greatly to be
praised, and his greatness is unsearchable.”

12 GEN 17:1 “1When Abram was ninety-nine years old the
LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, "I am God
Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless.” REV 4:8
“8And the four living creatures, each of them with six
wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and day and
night they never cease to say, "Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord
God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!"

13 ROM 16:27 “to the only wise God be glory forevermore
through Jesus Christ! Amen.”

14 JSA 6:3 “ And one cried unto another, and said, Holy,
holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of his
glory.” REV 4:8 “And the four living creatures, each of
them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and within,
and day and night they never cease to say, "Holy, holy,
holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to

R4

come!".

15 PSA 115:3 “30ur God is in the heavens; he does all that
he pleases.”
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working all things according to the counsel
of H's own immtable and nost righteous
will,* for H's own glory;*® nost Ioving,?
gr aci ous, nmerci ful , | ong- suf feri ng,
abundant in goodness and truth, forgiving
iniquity, transgression, and sin;? the
rewarder of themthat diligently seek Him?2
and withal, nobst just, and terrible in Hs

16 EXO 3:14 “God said to Moses, ‘1 AM WHO I AM.” And
he said, ‘Say this to the people of Israel, 'I AM has sent me
to you."

17 EPH 1:11 In him we have obtained an inheritance,
having been predestined according to the purpose of him
who works all things according to the counsel of his will,

18 PRO 16:4 The LORD has made everything for its
purpose, even the wicked for the day of trouble.

191JO 4:8, 16 8Anyone who does not love does not know
God, because God is love. 16So we have come to know and
to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and
whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in
him.

20 EXO 34:6 The LORD passed before him and proclaimed,
"The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow
to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness,
’keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity
and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear
the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the
children and the children's children, to the third and the
fourth generation."

2 HEB 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please
him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe
that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.
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judgments,?? hating all sin,? and who will
by no neans clear the guilty.?

2 NEH 9:32 "Now, therefore, our God, the great, the
mighty, and the awesome God, who keeps covenant and
steadfast love, let not all the hardship seem little to you
that has come upon us, upon our kings, our princes, our
priests, our prophets, our fathers, and all your people,
since the time of the kings of Assyria until this day. 33Yet
you have been righteous in all that has come upon us, for
you have dealt faithfully and we have acted wickedly.

2 PSA 5:5 The boastful shall not stand before your eyes;
you hate all evildoers. ¢You destroy those who speak
lies; the LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man.

2 NAH 1:2 2The LORD is a jealous and avenging God; the
LORD is avenging and wrathful; the LORD takes
vengeance on his adversaries and keeps wrath for his
enemies. ’The LORD is slow to anger and great in

power, and the LORD will by no means clear the guilty.
His way is in whirlwind and storm, and the clouds are the
dust of his feet. EXO 34:7 keeping steadfast love for
thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin,
but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the
iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children's
children, to the third and the fourth generation."
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Il.God has all life,? glory,? goodness, %
bl essedness,?® in and of Himself; and is
alone in and unto Hnmself all-sufficient,

not standing in need of any creatures which
He has nmde, ?® nor deriving any glory from
them 3 but only nmanifesting H's own glory
in, by, wunto, and upon them He is the
alone fountain of all being, of whom

25 JOH 5:26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has
granted the Son also to have life in himself.

26 ACT 7:2 “ And Stephen said: ‘Brothers and fathers, hear
me. The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham
when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran,”

27 PSA 119:68 “You are good and do good; teach me your
statutes.”

28 1T1 6:15 Swhich he will display at the proper time--he
who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings
and Lord of lords. ROM 9:5 “To them belong the
patriarchs, and from their race, according to the flesh, is
the Christ who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen.”

2 ACT 17:24 “The God who made the world and
everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not
live in temples made by man, ®nor is he served by human
hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself
gives to all mankind life and breath and everything.”

30 JOB 22:2 "The God who made the world and everything
in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in
temples made by man,%®nor is he served by human hands,
as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all
mankind life and breath and everything.”
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t hrough whom and to whom are all things;?3
and has npbst sovereign doninion over them
to do by them for them or upon them
what soever Hinself pleases.® In Hs sight
all things are open and manifest,3 Hs
know edge is infinite, infallible, and
i ndependent upon the «creature,® so as

31 ROM 11:36 “For from him and through him and to him
are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.”

32 REV 4:11 ""Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to
receive glory and honor and power, for you created all
things, and by your will they existed and were created."
1T1 6:15 “which he will display at the proper time--he who
is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and
Lord of lords” DAN 4:25 ?that you shall be driven from
among men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of
the field. You shall be made to eat grass like an ox, and you
shall be wet with the dew of heaven, and seven periods of
time shall pass over you, till you know that the Most High
rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will. 35
%all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as

nothing, and he does according to his will among the host
of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and
none can stay his hand or say to him, "What have you
done?"

33 HEB 4:13 “ And no creature is hidden from his sight, but
all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we
must give account.”

34 ROM 11:33 “Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments
and how inscrutable his ways! 3*"For who has known the
mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor?" PSA

26 7
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not hi ng is to H m conti ngent, or
uncertain.®® He is nost holy in all Hs
counsels, in all H's works, and in all Hs
commands.® To Him is due from angels and
nen, and every other creature, whatsoever
wor shi p, servi ce, or obedience He is
pl eased to require of them?

I[1l.1n the unity of the Godhead there be
t hree persons, of one substance, power, and
eternity: God the Father, God the Son, and
God the Holy Ghost: 38 the Father is of none,

147:5 “Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; his
understanding is beyond measure.”

35 ACT 15:18 Known unto God are all his works from the
beginning of the world. EZE 11:5 And the Spirit of the
Lord fell upon me, and said unto me, Speak; Thus saith the
Lord; Thus have ye said, O house of Israel: for I know the
things that come into your mind, every one of them.

3 PSA 145:17 “The LORD is righteous in all his ways and
kind in all his works.” ROM 7:12 “So the law is holy, and
the commandment is holy and righteous and good.”

% REV 5:12 “saying with a loud voice, "Worthy is the
Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and
wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!"
1BAnd I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and
under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them,
saying, "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be
blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!"
14And the four living creatures said, "Amen!" and the
elders fell down and worshiped.”

381 JO 5:7 “For there are three that testify: Sthe Spirit and
the water and the blood; and these three agree.” MAT 3:16

268
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neither begotten, nor proceeding; the Son
is eternally begotten of the Father;3% the
Holy GChost eternally proceeding from the
Fat her and the Son. *°

“And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up
from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to
him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove
and coming to rest on him; 7and behold, a voice from
heaven said, "This is my beloved Son, ! with whom I am
well pleased." 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them inf2] the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit” 2 CO 13:14 “The grace of
the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”

% JOH 1:14 “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among
us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son
from the Father, full of grace and truth. 5(John bore
witness about him, and cried out, "This was he of whom I
said, 'He who comes after me ranks before me, because he
was before me.")” 18 “No one has ever seen God; the only
God, who is at the Father's side, bl he has made him
known.”

40 JOH 15:26 "But when the Helper comes, whom I will
send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who
proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me.”
GAL 4:6 °And because you are sons, God has sent the
Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!"
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APPENDIX C
PATRI OTI C ADDRESSES

My very dear Sarah,

The indications are very strong that we shall move in a few clays—
perhaps tomorrow. Lest I should not be able to write again, [ feel
impeued to write a few lines that may fall under your eye when I am
no more.

I have no misgivings ahou’t, or lack of confidence in the cause in
which I am engage&, and my courage does not halt or falter. I know
how strongly American Civilization now leans on the ’criumph of
the Government, and how great a debt we owe to those who went
before us through the blood and sm[fering of the Revolution. And 1
am willing—perfectly willing—to 1ay down all the joys in this life, to
help maintain this Government, and to pay that debt.

Sarah, my love for you is deathless. Tt seems to bind me with
mighty cables that nothing but Omnipotence could break; and yet
my love of country comes over me like a strong wind and bears me
irresisti]oly on with all these chains to the battlefield.

The memories of the blissful moments I have spent with you come
creeping over me, and I feel most gra’ceful to God and to you that [
have enjoyecl them for so 1ong. How hard it is for me to give them
up and burn to ashes the hopes of future years, When, God wiuing,
we might still have lived and loved together, and seen our sons
grown up to honorable manhood around us. have, I 12now, but few
and small claims upon Divine Provi(lence, but something whispers
to me—perhaps it is the wafted prayer of my little Edgar, that I shall
return to my loved ones unharmed. If T do not my dear Sarall,

never forget how much I love you, and that when my last breath
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escapes me on the battlefield, it will whisper your name. Forgive my
many faults, and the many pains | have caused you. How
thoughtless and foolish I have often times been! How glatﬂy would I
wash out with my tears every little spot upon your happiness.

But, oh Sarah! If the dead can come back to this earth and flit
unseen around those they love(l, I shall always be near you; in the
glaclclest clays and in the darkest nights...always, always. And if
there be a soft breeze upon your cheek, it shall be my breath, and as
the cool air fans your thro]a]oing ’cemple, it shall be my spirit passing
by. Sarah, do not mourn me (lea(l; think I am gone and wait for

me, for we shall meet again.

Sullivan Ballou

(Sullivan Ballou was killed a week |ater at the battle
of Bull Run)
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"THE WAR | S ACTUALLY BEGUN'

Patrick Henry, March 23, 1775

"No man thinks nmore highly than | do of the
patriotism as well as abilities, of the
very worthy gentlenen who have just
addressed the house. But different nen
often see the same subject in different
lights; and, therefore, | hope it wll not
be t hought di srespect ful to t hose
gent | eren, if ent ert ai ni ng, as | do,
opinions of a character very opposite to
theirs, | shall speak forth ny sentinments
freely, and wthout reserve. This is no
time for cerenmpny. The question before the
house is one of awful nmonment to this
country. For ny own part, | consider it as
nothing less than a question of freedom or
slavery. And in proportion to the magnitude
of the subject, ought to be the freedom of
debate. It is only in this way that we can

hope to arrive at truth and fulfill the
great responsibility which we hold to God
and our country. Should | keep back ny
opinions at such a time through fear of
giving offense | should consider nyself

guilty of treason toward ny country and of
an act of disloyalty toward the majesty of

Heaven which | revere above all earthly
ki ngs.

M. President it is natural for man to
indulge in the illusions of hope. W are

apt to shut our eyes against a painful
truth - and listen to the song of the siren

till she transforns us into beasts. Is this
the part of wi se nmen engaged in a great and
arduous struggle for liberty? Are we

di sposed to be of the nunber of those who,
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having eyes, see not, and, having ears,
hear not, the things which so nearly

concern their tenporal salvation? For ny
part, whatever anguish of spirit it night
cost, | amwlling to know the whole truth;
to know the worst and provide for it.

| have but one lanp by which ny feet are
gui ded; and that is the lanp of experience.
I know of no way of judging the future but
by the past. And judging by the past, |
wish to know what there has been in the
conduct of the British nmnistry for the
last ten years to justify those hopes with
whi ch gentl enmen have been pleased to sol ace
themselves and the house? 1Is it that
insidious snmle with which our petition has
been lately received? Trust it not, sir; it
will prove a snare to your feet. Suffer not
yourselves to be betrayed with a kiss. Ask
yourselves how this gracious reception of
our petition conports with those war like
preparations which cover our waters and
darken our land. Are fleets and armies

necessary to a wor k of | ove and
reconciliation? Have we shown ourselves so
unwilling to be reconciled that force nust

be called in to win back our |ove? Let us
not deceive ourselves, sir. These are the
i npl enents of war and subjugation - the
| ast argunents to which kings resort. | ask
gentlemen, sir, what neans this nartial
array if its purpose be not to force us to
subm ssi on? Can gentlemen assign any other
possible motive for it? Has Geat Britain
any eneny in this quarter of the world to
call for all this accunulation of navies
and arm es? No, sir, she has none. They are
nmeant for us: they can be neant for no
other. They are sent over to bind and rivet
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upon us those chains which the British
M nistry have been long forging. And what
have we to oppose thenP Shall we try
argument? Sir, we have been trying that for
the last ten years. Have we anything new to
of fer upon the subject? Nothing. W have
hel d the subject up in every light of which

it is capable; but it has been all in vain.
Shall we resort to entreaty and hunble
supplication? Wuat terms shall we find
whi ch have not been already exhausted? Let
us not, I beseech you, sir, decei ve
oursel ves | onger. Sir, we have done

everything that could be done to avert the
storm which now coming on. We  have
petitioned - we have renonstrated - we have
supplicated - we have prostrated ourselves
before the throne, and have inplored its
interposition to arrest the tyrannica
hands of the ministry and Parlianent. CQur
petitions have been slighted; our
renonstrances have pr oduced addi tiona
vi ol ence and insult; our supplications have
been di sregarded; and we have been spurned,
with contenpt, fromthe foot of the throne
In vain, after these things, nay we indul ge
the fond hope of peace and reconciliation.
There is no |longer any room for hope. If we

wish to be free - if we nean to preserve
inviolate those inestinmable privileges for
whi ch we have been so long contending - if

we nean not basely to abandon the noble
struggle in which we have been so long
engaged, and which we have pl edged

ourselves never to abandon until t he
glorious object of our contest shall be
obtained - we nmust fight! | repeat it, sir,
we nust fight!! An appeal to arnms and to

the God of Hosts is all that is |eft us!
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They tell wus, sir, that we are weak -
unable to cope wth so formdable an
adversary. But when shall we be stronger?
WIIl it be the next week, or the next year?
WIIl it be when we are totally disarned,
and when a British guard shall be stationed
in every house? Shall we gather strength by
irresolution and inaction? Shall we acquire
the neans of effectual resistance by lying
supinely on our backs, and hugging the
illusive phantom of Hope, until our enem es
shall have bound us hand and foot? Sir, we
are not weak, if we nake a proper use of
those means which the God of nature hath
placed in our power. Three mllions of
people, arned in the holy cause of liberty,
and in such a country as that which we
posses are invincible by any force which
our eneny can send against us. Besides,
sir, we shall not fight our battles alone
There is a just God who presides over the
destinies of nations, and who will raise up
friends to fight our battles for us. The
battle, sir, is not to the strong alone; it
is to the vigilant, the active, the brave
Besides, sir, we have no election. If we

were base enough to desire it, it is now
too late to retire from the contest. There
is no retreat, but in subm ssion and

slavery! Qur chains are forged, their
clanking nay be heard on the plains of
Boston! The war is inevitable - and let it
conel! | repeat it, sir, let it come!!!

It is in wvain, sir, to extenuate the
matter. GCentlemen may cry, peace, peace -
but there is no peace. The war is actually
begun. The next gale that sweeps from the
North will bring to our ears the clash of
resounding arns! Qur brethren are already

Jij'
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in the field! Wy stand we here idle? Wat
is it that gentlenen w sh? Wat would they
have? |Is life so dear, or peace so sweet,
as to be purchased at the price of chains
and slavery? Forbid it, A mghty God! I
know not what course others nay take; but

as for ne, give ne liberty or give nme
deat h!"
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APPENDIX D
PARABLE OF THE BI G DOG

Imagine if you will, that a father hands
his son the leash of a very large dog. The
dog is not satisfied to walk at any
| ei surely pace but is constantly pulling at
the leash as if it were in a hurry to get
from one place to another (even though you
know t hat dogs have no appointnents to nake
or schedul es to keep).

Now suppose that the father handed this
| eash of a powerful animal that was pulling
ahead with all his force to his son, who
was three years old. Barely able to walk,
the boy soon is on his face being pulled
across the ground by the dog who is neither
hostil e nor i nterested in the boys
suffering. The dog only pushes ahead stil
determined to make it’s goal. The boy for
his part is unable to either stop the dog
or regain his feet. Left alone, he would
certainly be dragged to his death.

The point of this parable is sinple

Phi | osophers and psychol ogi sts have pointed
out what the Scriptures have taught in
ot her ways when they say that man is made
of emotion, will, and reason. Some use the
triad of the Id, the Ego, and the Super
Ego. The first nodel is superior to this.

In the story of the dog, the dog wll
repr esent enot i on, always pulling and
power ful but wuntrained, undisciplined, and
indi fferent about the future welfare of the
boy. The boy represents reason. Too young
to be able to control the dog just as a
child is born a slave to enotion and unabl e
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to reason what is best for the long term
As the child grows, that is as reason
matures, he is able nobre and nore to

westle with enmotion and reign it in,
subjecting it to reason and ultimately to
gain control of his wll. This naturity

requires a conmitrment to learning and a
concerted effort to find and attain to
w sdom

Prover bs prom ses,

"My son, if you receive ny words and
treasure up nmy conmandnents with you,
maki ng your ear attentive to w sdom and
inclining your heart to understanding; yes,
if you call out for insight and raise your
voi ce for understanding, you seek it I|ike
silver and search for it as for hidden
treasures,

5then you will understand the fear of the
LORD and find the know edge of God. For the
LORD gi ves wi sdom from his mouth cone
know edge and understandi ng; he stores up
sound wi sdom for the upright; he is a
shield to those who walk in integrity,
8guardi ng the paths of justice and watching
over the way of his saints. Then you wll
under stand ri ght eousness and justice and
equity, every good path; for w sdomw ||
cone into your heart, and know edge wi |l be
pl easant to your soul; discretion wll

wat ch over you, understanding will guard
you, delivering you fromthe way of

evil, frommen of perverted speech, who
forsake the paths of uprightness to walk in
t he ways of darkness, who rejoice in doing
evil and delight in the perverseness of
evil, men whose paths are crooked, and who
are devious in their ways."
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